
Literary Terms 
 

Copyright 2007-9 Created by Leslie B. Preddy lpreddy@msdpt.k12.in.us 

Alliter at e: Th e a bility to r e a d  a t o r a b ov e a g e / gr a d e lev el, but l a c king th e inter est or 
m otiv ation to re a d .  

 
Annot a tion:  A critic al a n alysis of th e t ext, whic h in clu d es b oth a tho rou gh summ ary 

a n d prof ession al ev alu a tion with critic al an alysis. 
 
Anticip a tion St at e m e nt: A tru e o r f alse qu estion or set of qu estions, oft en rela t e d  to 

m or al or ethic al v alu e s, rel ating self to t ext or world to text. The rea d er resp o n ds 
to th e qu estion b efor e  re a din g, the n r evisits th e qu estion aft er re a din g to se e  if 
th e re a ding c h a n g e d  th e re a d er’s o pinion.  

 
Book Co m m er ci al: A pro m otion for th e b o o k, similar to a  m ovie tr a iler or TV co m m er ci al, 

int en d e d to int er est a  p erson into r e a din g th e m a t eri al.  
 
Book Review: A sum m ary of th e re a din g, with out giving  to mu c h a w ay, plus th e 

re a d er’s co nstru ctive thou g hts, id e as, o pinio ns, criticisms writt en for a p erson th a t 
h as not re a d  it, but is trying to figure out wh eth er it would  b e so m ething th ey’ d  
b e  int er este d  in re a din g. 

 
Book Talk (Bookt alk): A verb al or writt en ‘t e as e’ to prom ot e a  p articul ar re a d  (b o ok or 

o th er re a din g form at). Tant alize th e a u di enc e  with just a ‘t ast e’ of th e m o o d , 
th e m e, ch ar a c t ers, se t ting, an d  plot. The b o ok t alker ‘t alks’ th e a u dien c e into 
w a nting to re a d his rec o m m e n d a tion without giving a w ay to o mu c h or th e 
e n din g. 

 
C h ar a c t er:  p erson or a nim al  
 C h ar a c t ers ar e h ow the  r e a d er c o nn e c ts to th e story on a p ersonal lev el. 

C h ar a c t ers h av e p erso n ality, o pinions, fe elin gs, an d all oth er tr aits of a r e al 
p erson or a nim al. 

 
C o nflict:  Int ern al or ext ern al c onflict (or struggl e) b e tw e e n ch ar a c t er, o p p osing forc es, 

g o o d / evil, e t c .  
 Int ern al— a strug gle within th e ch a ra c t er himself/h erself 

Extern al— a  strug gle b e t w e e n the  c h ar a c t e r an d a n outsid e force  (this c ould  b e 
a n oth er char a c t er, n a ture, et c.) 

 
G e nr e:  A g e n er al c a t e g ory or particul ar the m e for a b o ok.  Se e g e nr e list for ex a m pl es. 
 
Int er est Level: The sug g est e d a g e  or gr a d e,  usu ally a ra n g e , of the  int en d e d  re a d er. 
 
Lifelon g Rea d er: A p erson al with th e skills and a ttitu d e to ch o os e to r e a d  throu g h out life 

a  v ariety of m at eri al in a v ariety of form ats for inform ation, to c o m ple t e a  t ask, 
a n d for pleasur e. 

 
Liter a cy: The  a bility to re a d, write, an d g e n era t e  th ou g h t, id e as, an d inform atio n in 

a g e- a p propri at e, prod u c tive m a nn er. Differe n t lit er a cy  skills sets are  n e c ess ary 
d e p e n din g  on th e form a t of th e inform ation.  

 
Moo d:  Atm os ph er e, fe eling, set by th e a uth or for th e re a d er.  Ofte n m o o d is 
c o nsid er e d  an  
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int e gr al p a rt of th e s et ting (se e Se tting). 
Funny, s a d,  sc ary, ex citing, et c.  

 
Motiv ation:  Why a ch ar a c t er d o es wh at h e /sh e d o es.  Motiv ations c a n b e f eelings, 

p erson al exp erien c es, p erson al traits, an d ext ern al forces. 
 
Plot:  Events to m ak e u p th e story: Intro du ct ion, Clim ax, an d Resolution / C o n c lusion, as 

w ell as  
Pro ble ms/O bst a cl es th e ch ar a c t ers f a c e d a n d p ossibly ov er c a m e.  

 
Point of View:  Point of View th e story is told  

First Person, Omniscien t or All Knowing, Third Person 
 
Re a d Alike: A b o ok or grou p of bo oks re c o m m e n d e d to a r e a d er for its similarity in 

q u ality, e m otion, g e nre , plot, th e m e, ch ar a c t ers, an d / or writing style to a 
p articul ar b o ok or g e nre th a t a p p e al e d to th e r e a d er. 

 
Re a d Aloud: Mo d eling eff e c tive re a din g, as w ell as enticin g th e liste n er to w a nt to re a d  

m or e, throu g h re a ding as mu c h or as little a s a s ent e n c e , p ar a gr a p h, p a g e , 
c h a p t er. Sel e c tion sho uld b e a n ything with th e ‘wow’ fa c t or to gra b  th e list en er’s 
int er est an d le av e him w a nting to re a d  m o re on his own. 

 
Re a din g Lev el: A g e n e ral a g e e q uiv al ent for th e m a t erial, usu ally a  gr a d e  or lexile, for 

th e re a ding, re a d a bility lev el.  
 
Setting:  Tim e and Plac e  wh er e th e story t akes pl a c e .  

The setting h elp sets the  m o o d, a n d influ en c e  th e plot a n d c h ar a c t ers.  The 
setting should b e visualize d by the  r e a d er.  C o m p arisons of th e b o ok’s setting to 
a  tim e a n d  pl a c e  th e stu d e nts und erst an d a n d c a n r ela t e  to m ay  b e n e c essary 

 
Summ ary:  A str aight-forw ard, d e t aile d d es c ription of the  storyline, without p erson al 

insights,  
o pinions or e v alu a tions from th e re a d er.  

 
Sust ain e d Silent Re a din g (SSR) with Int erv entio ns: Actively en g a ging t e a c h ers a n d 

stu d e nts in th e re a ding exp erienc e  throu gh  journ aling, c o nf er en cin g, sh aring, 
a n d r e a ding.  

 
Them e:  Usu ally indirec tly st at e d by a uth or—it’s th e main id e a  or c e n tr al th e m e, 

som etim es c o nsid er e d  mor al, th e story c onveys.  The me a nin g of th e title for th e 
n ov el is also usu ally inte gr al to the  th e m e.  

 
Think Alou d : A Re a d Alo u d (se e Re a d  Alou d) wh er e th e re a d er stops a t tim es to expl ain 

his thinking, ask qu estio ns of himself, or ev en  expl ain a re a din g str a t e gy use d to 
w ork throug h a pi e c e  of th e t ext. This mo d els for th e liste n er pro c e ssing re a din g 
eff e c tiv ely. 
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