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	About the Author:

(Interesting facts, etc)
	Judy Sierra was creative as a child.  She wrote books, plays and poetry from a young age.  She majored in French, but couldn’t bring herself to become a French Professor.  Instead, she became a librarian, excited about having a chance to express herself and her storytelling through the use of puppets.  She received her PhD in Folklore and Mythology studies.  The first books she wrote were how-to books about puppetry.  Her first childrens’ book was, The Elephant’s Wrestling Match (1992) Her books have won numerous awards, including The Association of Booksellers for Children’s E.B. White Read-Aloud Award, American Library Association Notable Book, Mom’s Choicc Award and the National Parenting Publications Gold Award.

	Web Address:
	www.judysierra.net

	E-Mail:

Mailing Address:
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	Connection to the Book:
	Not available

	Other books by this author:
	Antarctic Antics: A Book of Penguin Poems, The Beautiful Butterfly, Can You Guess My Name? Classic Tales Around the World, Counting Crocodiles, The Dancing Pig, The Elephant’s Wrestling Match, The Gift of the Crocodile, Gruesome Guide to World Monsters, The House that Drac Built, Monster Goose, Nursery Tales Around the World, Schoolyard Rhymes, There’s a Zoo in Room 22

	About the Illustrator:

(Interesting facts, etc)
	Marc Brown is probably best known for his famous character, Arthur the Aardvark.  Along with being a writer and an illustrator, Brown has held many jobs including farmer and soda jerk that have given him inspiration when writing books.  

The illustrations in this book were created with paint.  


	Annotation:
	Judy Sierra has created a stunning piece of work where rhyming, reading animals select fitting books from a local bookmobile, mistakenly driven into the zoo.  From book reading books to composing haiku, the animals’ lives change forever once introduced to the wonderful world of reading!

 


	Booktalk:
	Animals can’t read…or can they?  Find out what happens when Molly McGrew mistakenly drives her bookmobile into the local zoo!


	Characters:
	Name & Age:
	Relationship to other characters:
	Personality traits:

	
	Molly McGrew, adult
	Molly is a librarian who brings the joy of reading to the animals at the zoo
	Persistent, resourceful, encouraging

	
	Various zoo animals
	The animals interact with each other by sharing books and pieces of writing with each other
	Each animal has its own personality from humorous to helpful to rude.


	Conflict:
	Molly McGrew mistakenly drives her bookmobile into the local zoo.


	Conflict Resolution:
	The animals learn to read and eventually build their own “zoobrary.”


	Genre:
	Fiction in Verse


	You’ll love these:
	Same genre / interest level:
	Dogs Don’t Wear Sneakers, Laura Numeroff, Beatrice Doesn’t Want To, Laura Numeroff, Picky Mrs. Pickle, Christine Schneider

	
	By same author:
	


	Interest level / reading level:
	From www.perma-bound.com:
	A. R. Reading Level: 4.1 Interest Level- P-2

R. C. Reading level: 2.5 

	
	From Bound to Stay Bound Catalog:
	Accelerated Reader: Reading level: 4.1, Interest level: LG

Reading Counts: Reading level: 2.5, Interest level: K-2




	Read-aloud pages/passage:
	Chapter and page #:
	Description of action:

	
	Entire Book
	Read the entire book, allow students to join in with you on rhyming words.


	Setting:
	The summer of 2002 in the Springfield Zoo


	Summary:
	Librarian, Molly McGrew mistakenly drives her bookmobile into the local zoo.  Soon, the animals are drawn in to the wonderful world of reading.  Each animal finds an appropriate book, tall books for Giraffes, waterproof books for Otters, and joke books for Hyenas. The story ends with the animals creating their own “Zoobrary.”




	Point of View:
	Third Person


	Theme:
	Reading, Zoo animals


	Across the Curriculum Connections:

	Subject:
	Suggested Activities:
	Resources:

	Science
	Choose two animals from the book and use different media (computers, books) to research those animals. Find out what they eat, where they live, etc.
	Media center

Access to computers: www.yahooligans.com
See attached template to record information. (template can be changed depending on grade level)



	Art
	Students can paint a zoo animal, then write a haiku to go along with their picture.
	Paint: watercolor or tempera

Paper for haiku, haiku examples

	Math
	Have students come up with a list of 4-5 different genres of books.  Find a space on the wall to record the different genres. Give each child a Post-It note to write his or her name on.  Have children place their Post-It on the graph next to their favorite genre.  Use the graph to compare, contrast, add and subtract.
	Wall space

Post-Its




	Activities:
	Group Size
	Description:

	Rounding up the Rhymes
	Whole class/individual
	As you read the text, have students help you list the rhyming words. (Don’t do on the first reading) Rhyming words are written on index cards and placed next to each other in a pocket chart.  (Choose 8-10 sets of rhyming words only for this activity). Once you finish reading and recording rhyming words, have students tell you (using thumbs up/down) if the spelling pattern of the rhyming words is the same (up) or different (down).  Dramatically tear up pairs of rhyming words that do not have the same spelling pattern.  

Next, give each student one index card.   Have your students write a new rhyming word that follows the same spelling pattern as one of the remaining pairs of words.  When children are done writing their word, have them place their words in the pocket chart next to the rhyming words. (Omit this second portion from kindergarten classrooms early in the school year-end the lesson with asking students what they notice about the rhyming words.)

	Writing: Poetry
	Pairs or Individual
	Students can experiment with writing different poems, rhyming or not rhyming.

For K-1, you may want to write several poems as a class before sending students away to write on their own.

	Letter Writing
	Individual
	Have students choose a zoo animal from the book to write a letter to.  Have students recommend a new book for their zoo animal to read.  Have students include a  “booktalk” as a part of their letter.  Include all 5 parts of a letter.

Younger children can give an oral booktalk to an “audience,” pretending that audience is said animal if writing is not appropriate.

	Other Activities
	
	This website has creative ideas for extension activities to use after reading Wild About Books: http://www.primapublishing.com/teachers/librarians/patscales_Nov04.html
Here is a website from Scholastic that includes handouts to go along with Wild About Books:

http://content.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=2966
Both websites can also be accessed through  links on Judy Sierra’s website




	Discussion Questions:
	Question
	Type of Question

	Pre-Reading:
	What kind of books do you like to read?
	Open-ended

	Post-reading:
	Could this book really happen?
	Using Background Knowledge

	First 1/3 of book:
	Look at the picture on pages 3-4, can you tell what kind of animal a “skink” is by looking at the picture?  Keep in mind that the text says, “a family of skinks.”
	Inferential

	Second 1/3 of book:
	Why would pandas want books written in Chinese?
	Background knowledge

	Last 1/3 of book:
	Why do you think the animals are so excited about reading?
	Open ended


	Language (spelling/vocabulary):
	Term
	Definition

	
	Stampeding
	Running in a pack

	
	Niches
	Hiding places

	
	Devoured
	Eat

	
	Outrageous
	Shocking

	
	Haiku
	A specific kind of Japanese poetry

	
	Memoir
	A personal story


	Indiana Standards met by novel content:
	

	English/Language Arts:
	K.1.1, K.1.2, K.1.3, K.1.4, K.1.10, K.2.1, K.2.2, K.2.5, K.3.1, K.3.2, K.3.3

1.1.1, 1.1.2, 1.1.3, 1.2.1, 1.2.3, 1.2.5, 1.2.7, 1.3.1, 1.3.2, 1.7.1, 1.7.2

2.1.1, 2.1.3, 2.1.5, 2.1.6, 2.2.2, 2.2.6, 2.3.4, 2.7.1, 2.7.8

3.1.1, 3.1.2, 3.1.3, 3.1.6, 3.3.1, 3.3.3, 3.3.4, 3.3.5, 3.3.6, 3.7.4

 

	Math:
	K.1.1, K.1.2, K.1.6, K.1.8, K.3.1, K.4.2, K.5.1, K.5.2

1.1.1, 1.4.3

2.1.1

3.1.1



	Science:
	K.1.1, K.2.1, K.3.2, K.4.1, K.4.2

1.2.1, 1.4.1

2.3.1, 2.4.1, 2.4.2, 2.4.4

3.4.1, 



	Social Studies:
	K.2.2, K.2.4, K.3.3, K.3.4, K.4.2

1.2.1, 1.2.2, 1.2.3, 1.2.4, 1.3.5, 1.4.2, 1.4.6, 1.5.1, 1.5.4

2.2.1, 2.2.5, 2.4.2, 2.5.1

3.2.3, 3.4.2, 




Research Activity Template:

Name _____________________________________

Date__________________________________

	
	Animal 1: ____________________________


	Animal 2: ___________________________

	Habitat


	
	

	Diet


	
	

	Interesting fact 1


	
	

	Interesting fact 2



	
	


Write a sentence comparing your two animals: 

____________________________________________________________________________________

Write a sentence contrasting your two animals: 

____________________________________________________________________________________
Wild About Books NR.doc                                      
Template Created by Pat Nun                                                 Page 1 of 8

