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About the author:  
.  She thought about being a professor, but ended up going to college to become a librarian.  She also earned a degree in Folklore and Mythology.  Besides being a librarian, she and her husband built puppet stages and traveled performing.  The first books she wrote were how-to books for puppet use.  Her writing ideas come from everywhere and she suggests to potential authors to write down EVERYTHING!  
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Connection to the book:  She was a librarian and loves books.

Other books by this author:  COMING IN SEPT 2006 :  The Secret Science Project That Almost Ate the School
The Beautiful Butterfly; Counting Crocodiles;  The Dancing Pig;  The Elephant’s Wrestling Match; The Gift of the Crocodile; Good Night, Dinosaurs;  Gruesome Guide to World Monsters;  The House That Drac Built;  Monster Goose;  Preschool to the Rescue;  Schoolyard Rhymes;  Tasty Baby Belly Buttons;  There’s a Zoo in Room 22;  ‘Twas the Fright Before Christmas;  What Time Is It, Mr. Crocodile?  Wiley and the Hairy Man;  Thelonius Monster’s Sky-High Fly Pie;  Antartic Antics:  A Book of Penguin Poems;  
Teacher/Librarian Resources:
Schoolyard Rhymes:  Kid’s Own Rhymes for Rope Skipping, Hand Clapping, Ball Bouncing and Just Plain Fun;  Nursery Tales Around the World;  Silly and Sillier:  Read Alouds from Around the World;  Children’s Traditional Games: Games from 137 Countries and Cultures;  Can You Guess My Name?  :Traditional Tales from Around the World;  Cinderella (Oryx Multicultural Folktale Series);  Fantastic Theater:  Puppets and Plays for Young Players and Young Audiences;  The Flannel Board Storytelling Book;  Mother Gooses’s Playhouse: Toddler Tales and Nursery Rhymes;  Multicultural Folktales;  Multicultural Folktales for Feltboard and Reader’s Theater;  Storyteller’s Research Guide:  Folktales, Myths and Legends;  Twice Upon a Time:  Stories to Tell, Retell, Act Out and Write About
Annotation:  This book tells the story of a librarian taking the bookmobile to the zoo.  While there, the animals not only learn to read, but also share what they read, begin to write their own works and learn about proper care of books.  The book ends with all the animals at the zoo busy reading with families looking on.  What a creative work between the author and illustrator!  This book is an EXCELLENT tool for bringing in those students who are on the fringe and are not really “into” reading.  The rhyming text is catchy and keeps one reading.  The text also includes tributes to many tremendous authors.  What a treasure was created with this book!
Booktalk:  What do you think would happen if a bookmobile ended up at the zoo?  Well, in this story it really did!  Learn about the special ways in which the animals learned to share books with each other by reading this book.  You may even find a surprise --  Do you think animals can read AND write?  Check it out and see!
Illustrations:  colorful paintings


These illustrations are incredible!  Every little detail is captured, down to the rough draft that the cheetah is writing.  Marc Brown, a well-known illustrator/author for the Arthur series, says of himself, “Judy Sierra’s story gave me the opportunity to indulge myself in painting”, adding that this is the book he is most proud of.*
*backflap of Wild About Books
Characters:   
Name  & 

age

relationship to other characters
personality traits
Molly McGrew
young

librarian



booklover, caring, undaunted, resourceful, practical, 










motivator










delegator, realistic, peaceful, committed

animals at zoo

varied

patrons of “zoobrary”


curious, cooperative, creative, generous, independent 
Conflict:  
external – struggle between Molly McGrew and zoo animals (they mistrusted her at first)
Conflict Resolution:  Molly began reading, which softened them, and eventually led them to do their own reading and writing
Genre:
  contemporary fiction; poetry
You’ll love these:  
Same genre:/interest level:
The Neighborhood Mother Goose;  Wild Animal Coloring Book;  Wild Animals (Soft-to-Touch Books);  Wild Animals Board Book
By same author: COMING IN SEPT 2006 :  The Secret Science Project That Almost Ate the School
The Beautiful Butterfly; Counting Crocodiles;  The Dancing Pig;  The Elephant’s Wrestling Match; The Gift of the Crocodile; Good Night, Dinosaurs;  Gruesome Guide to World Monsters;  The House That Drac Built;  Monster Goose;  Preschool to the Rescue;  Schoolyard Rhymes;  Tasty Baby Belly Buttons;  There’s a Zoo in Room 22;  ‘Twas the Fright Before Christmas;  What Time Is It, Mr. Crocodile?  Wiley and the Hairy Man;  Thelonius Monster’s Sky-High Fly Pie;  Antartic Antics:  A Book of Penguin Poems;  

Teacher/Librarian Resources:
Schoolyard Rhymes:  Kid’s Own Rhymes for Rope Skipping, Hand Clapping, Ball Bouncing and Just Plain Fun;  Nursery Tales Around the World;  Silly and Sillier:  Read Alouds from Around the World;  Children’s Traditional Games: Games from 137 Countries and Cultures;  Can You Guess My Name?  :Traditional Tales from Around the World;  Cinderella (Oryx Multicultural Folktale Series);  Fantastic Theater:  Puppets and Plays for Young Players and Young Audiences;  The Flannel Board Storytelling Book;  Mother Gooses’s Playhouse: Toddler Tales and Nursery Rhymes;  Multicultural Folktales;  Multicultural Folktales for Feltboard and Reader’s Theater;  Storyteller’s Research Guide:  Folktales, Myths and Legends;  Twice Upon a Time:  Stories to Tell, Retell, Act Out and Write About




: 
Interest level:
K – 3rd
Reading level:  2nd
Read-aloud passages:  
p. 3-6
In these pages, the librarian attracts the animal’s by reading a Dr. Seuss book.  Soon they are stampeding to find out about “reading”.  This section could be used as a tease for the rest of the book.
Setting:  the zoo
Summary:  Molly McGrew, who is a librarian, drives her bookmobile into the zoo.  The animals are hesitant, at first, but when she pulls out a Dr. Seuss book to read, they all gather around, then begin to read other books from the bookmobile.  Eventually, they are reading classics and sharing with each other.  Molly teaches them how to care for books.  They even begin to write on their own.  Finally, the animals decide that they can run a library by themselves, so the Zoobrary is started.  Now the families come to visit the animals which are enjoying books of various kinds.
Point of view: third person
Themes:  reading, writing, animals, classic books
Across the Curriculum Connections:  


Subject

Activities







Resources

Reading
Read a number of Dr. Seuss books (either as read-alouds 





Or students to each other)




school library

History
Learn how to write one word in Chinese



library, Chinese materials

Writing
Write a poem







poetry books, language curriculum
Activities: 


Group size

Description

3-4 per group

list all the animals included in the book;  research to categorize them; study habitat of each

Entire class

remodel the classroom library, including student’s works, posters, reading niches, etc.

Discussion Questions:

Question








type of question  

Pre-reading:
1) What do you think the story Wild About Books is about?




Predicting

Post-reading:
1) Was your prediction about the story right?





Analyzing



2)  Which animal was your favorite?  Why?






Analyzing


First 1/3:
1) Where did the librarian accidentally drive her bookmobile?



Comprehension



2) What was the librarian’s name?







Comprehension




3) Why do you think the animals didn’t come right away?




Understanding




4)  What are two types of books that the animals read on their own?


Comprehension


Second 1/3:
1) What three words rhyme on the kangaroo page, even though they are not spelled the same? (Drew, zoo, 



overdue)










Understanding




2) Tell three ways to take good care of books from what Molly McGrew taught the animals.   Comprehension



3) Could the bears really lick the pictures right off the pages?



Cause/Effect


Last 1/3:
1) What did the Tasmanian devils give up to start writing?




Understanding



2) What is it that the scorpion is doing while the insects are writing haiku?


Analyzing




3) Do you think cheetah will write a final draft and publish his book?


Predicting




4) Where are some of the places that the animals read?




Comprehension

Language
Term


Definition
(spelling/vocabulary)


bookmobile

a van full of books from an area library which can be checked out from that library


distance

a faraway place or position



conquer

overcome or get rid of



resistance

opposing action or power



attracted

draw; pull; get



mink


a small furry animal htat lives in and around the water



moose


a large animal of the deer family



wombat

either of two Australian marsupial, somewhat resembling a small bear



oryx


any of several antelopes having long, straight or arching horns



lemur


any of several primates having large eyes, soft fur, and a long tail



lynx


any of several wild cats having thick, soft fur and a short tail



calves


baby elephants



skinks


any of numerous smooth, shiny lizards having a cylindrical body and short or rudimentary legs



stampeding

cause to run, scatter or flee in a sudden rush



niches


hallowed out places in a wall 


nooks


a small sheltered place



heaps


many



craved


long for; want or need strongly



waterproof

treated so that water will not go through it



dramas


any very exciting event, or series of events, which is like a play on a stage



ached


hurt badly



mysteries

a detective story; a tale of strange events which are explained in the end



bandicoot

any of several ratlike marsupials having a long tapering snout and long hind legs



overdue

past the time needing to be returned to owner (in this case, the library)



mucked

made messy



devoured

ate quickly and completely



outrageous

disgraceful; shameful



thrilling

shivering or exciting feeling



pythons

any of the Old World snakes that coil around and suffocate their prey



quills


stiff hair or spines, found on porcupines



scribbling

writing poorly and carelessly


haiku


an unrhymed Japanese lyric poem having a fixed three-line form consisting of 5, 7 and 5 






syllables respectively



scorpion

a small backboneless animal with a long and narrow tail that has a poisonous sting at the tip of it



stinging

a sharpness; intention to hurt



walking stick

any of various insects having the appearance of twigs or sticks



pretentious

claiming or demanding a position of distinction or merit, esp. when unjustified



dung beetle

any of the various beetles that form balls of dung on which they feed and in which they lay their 





eggs



millipede

a crawling, herbivorous arthropod found worldwide and giving wormlike bodies with legs 





attached in double paris to most body segments



cockroach

any of the various oval, flat-bodied insects – common household pests



redundant

saying the same thing over and over



cheetah

a long-legged swift-running wild cat, that has black-spotted, tawny fur and nonretractable claws 





and is sometimes trained to pursue game



novel


a long story of book length


gazelle


a small antelope that runs very fast



enormous

very big; much bigger than usual



memoir

an account of the personal experiences of an author



beaver


a brown-furred animal that lives in ponds and streams, and is about two feet long



stork


a wading bird with long legs, a long neck, and a long bill



gnu


either of two large African antelopes having a drooping beard, a long, tufted tail, and cured horns 




in both sexes



cheers


a shout of joy or approval

Indiana Standards met by novel content:


English/Language Arts:

K.1.5
Distinguish letters from words.


K.1.10
Say rhyming words in response to an oral prompt.

1.1.7
Create and state a series of rhyming words.


1.1.15
Read aloud smoothly and easily in familiar text.
1.2.1
Identify the title, author, illustrator, and table of contents of a reading selection.

2.3.4
Identify the use of rhythm, rhyme, and alliteration (using words with repeating consonant sounds) in poetry.

2.4.2
Organize related ideas together to maintain a consistent focus.

2.4.3
Find ideas for writing stories and descriptions in pictures or books.

2.5.4
Write rhymes and simple poems.

2.5.5
Use descriptive words when writing.
3.2.3
Show understanding by identifying answers in the text.

3.2.4
Recall major points in the text and make and revise predictions about what is read.

3.3.3
Determine what characters are like by what they say or do and by how the author or illustrator portrays them.

3.3.4
Determine the theme or author’s message in fiction and nonfiction text.


Math:


K.1.4
Divide sets of ten or fewer objects into equal groups.

K.3.1
Identify, sort, and classify objects by size, number, and other attributes.  Identify objects that do not belong to a 
particular group.

1.2.1
Show the meaning of addition (putting together, increasing) using objects.


1.3.2
Create word problems that match given number sentences involving addition and subtraction.


2.1.6
Match the number names (first, second, third, etc.) with an ordered set of up to 100 items.


2.2.6
Use mental arithmetic to add or subtract 0,1,2,3,4,5 or 10 with numbers less than 100.


3.2.1
Add or subtract whole numbers up to 1,000 with or without regrouping, using relevant properties of the number system.

3.3.2
Solve problems involving numeric equations.

Science:

K.4.1
Give examples of  plants and animals.
K.6.1
Describe an object by saying how it is similar to or different from another object.

1.4.1
Identify when stories give attributes to plants and animals, such as the ability to speak, that they really do not have.

1.4.2
Observe and describe that there can be differences, such as size or markings, among the individuals within one kind of plant or animal group.

2.4.5
Recognize and explain that materials in nature, such as grass, twigs, sticks, and leaves, can be recycled and used again, sometimes in different forms, such as in birds’ nests.

2.5.6
Explain that sometimes a person can find out a lot (but not everything) about a group of things, such as insects, plants, or rocks, by studying just a few of them.

3.4.2
Explain that features used for grouping depend on the purpose of the grouping.

3.4.3
Observe that and describe how offspring are very much, but not exactly, like their parents and like one another.

Social Studies:

K.3.1
Use words related to location, direction, and distance, including here/there, over/under, left/right, and up/down.


K.5.4
Identify and compare similarities and differences in families in other places and cultures.

1.4.1 
Identify goods that people use.


1.4.2
Identify services that people do for each other.

2.4.2
Identify community workers who provide goods or services for the rest of the community and explain how their jobs 
benefit people in the community.

2.4.6
Define specialization and identify specialized jobs in the school and community.


3.1.6
Read fiction and nonfiction stories to identify the qualities of leaders, such as community leaders, soldiers, presidents, 
teachers, and inventors.


3.2.5
Explain that the world is divided into different countries with their own governments and identify neighboring 
countries, such as Canada and Mexico.


3.3.5
Explain how climate affects the vegetation and animal life of a region and describe the physical characteristics that 
relate to form an ecosystem.
