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	Title:
	The Umbrella

	Author:

	Jan Brett

	Publisher:
	G.P Putnam’s Sons

	Illustrator:
	Jan Brett

Watercolor and gouache art with vivid colors and scenes that make you feel as if you are in a real rainforest.

	Date:
	2004

	About the Author:

(Interesting facts, etc)
	Jan lives in Massachusetts and spends her summers in the mountains writing books.  She loved to draw as a child and by the time she was 6 she knew she wanted to be a book illustrator. Jan has over 30 million books in print at the present time. Jan loves to travel and uses her experiences as she writes and illustrates her books.

	Web Address:
	http://www.janbrett.com/

	E-Mail:

Mailing Address:
	Post Office Box 366
Norwell, Ma.  02061

	Connection to the Book:
	Jan visited the rainforest in Costa Rica before she wrote this book.  She was so enamored by the surroundings that she decided to write a book about it.  

	Other books by this author:
	The Mitten, On Noah’s Ark, Hedgie Blast off, The Hat, and Honey….. Honey…. Lion!


	Annotation:
	Carlos heads out in the Costa Rican rain forest in search of tropical animals. His green-leaf umbrella is abandoned and it becomes the home to many creatures. While Carlos never sees the animals, the readers will find them hiding in detailed illustrations. Objects seem to jump out at you as you go through the rainforest with Carlos and see the many things he has missed.


	Booktalk:
	Would you be afraid walking into a rainforest alone?  Carlos could hardly wait.  He had been anticipating seeing the animals for a long time.  How does his adventure end up and what surprises are waiting? 


	Characters:
	Name & Age:
	Relationship to other characters:
	Personality traits:

	Boy
	Carlos
	Main character
	Curious and likes adventure

	Father
	Papa
	Father of Carlos 
	Loving and encouraging 


	Conflict:
	The umbrella gets too full of the forest animals, which forces them to jump for safety. Sitting in a large fig tree Carlos misses all the animals he wanted to see for the day.


	Conflict Resolution:
	 Carlos determines to come back the next day so that he can see the animals. 


	Genre:
	Animals and Nature


	You’ll love these:
	Same genre / interest level:
	The Hat and The Mitten, Honey Honey Lion, 

	
	By same author:
	Daisy Comes Home, Hedgie’s Surprise, Armadillo Rodeo, Christmas Trolls


	Interest level / reading level:
	From www.perma-bound.com:
	K-1 
2-

	
	From Bound to Stay Bound Catalog:
	


	Read-aloud pages/passage:
	Chapter and page #:
	Description of action:

	
	3
	Carlos enters the cloud forest. 

	
	25
	The umbrella holding all the animals tumbles over 

	
	
	


	Setting:
	Monteverdi Cloud Rain forest in Costa Rica


	Summary:
	Carlos heads into the cloud forest, carrying a green leave umbrella. His goal for the day is to see a monkey, a jaguar, a toucan, and the other animals in the rainforest.  However, from the ground, Carlos can not see any of these animals so he climbs up a giant fig tree for a better view.  Carlos never sees the animals, as they are having fun riding his umbrella down the river.  


	Point of View:
	Third person 


	Theme:
	Nature, Animals, 


	Across the Curriculum Connections:

	Subject:
	Suggested Activities:
	Resources:

	Math
	Maze 
	http://www.janbrett.com/games/umbrella_maze_game.htm


	Language Arts
	Color a picture and write a short story telling your adventure in a rain forest 
	


	Activities:
	Group Size
	Description:

	Umbrella Coloring Mural
	10
	http://www.janbrett.com/mural_umbrella/umbrella_mural.htm
Color or paint the pieces of the mural then put the mural together 

	Umbrella Maze 
	2-3
	http://www.janbrett.com/games/umbrella_maze_game.htm


	Counting  
	Entire class
	Count the number of animals in the story.  Tell something about each animal. 

	Play 
	
	Have a play with the students and pretend you are Carlos in the rain forest. Use an umbrella and several stuffed animals as props.  


	Discussion Questions:
	Question
	Type of Question

	Pre-Reading:
	What is a Rainforest? 
	Knowledge

	Pre-reading:
	By the pictures on the cover, do you think this story is real or make believe?
	Analysis 

	
	Do you think Carlos will see any animals when he goes to the Rainforest the next day? 
	Evaluation 

	
	What do you think happened to all the animals? 
	Evaluation 


	Language (spelling/vocabulary):
	Term
	Definition

	
	Toucan
	any of several brightly colored tropical birds with very large bills, found in the Western Hemisphere.

	
	Rainforest
	a dense forest of evergreens and heavy undergrowth in a tropical area that receives abundant rainfall throughout the year

	
	Props
	a physical object used to support and hold in place

	
	Silhouette
	A dark figure seen against a light background, so that details are hard to see

	
	Kinkajou
	A nocturnal, tree-dwelling animal of Central and South America that has a long, prehensile tail and brown fur.

	
	Tapir
	Four-footed, hoofed, pig like mammals that have a heavy body, short legs, and a long flexible fleshy snout.

	
	Plumes
	 Feathers, esp. large, colorful, or fluffy ones.


	Indiana Standards met by novel content:
	

	English/Language Arts:
	K1.1.,K2.1,K2.2,K2.3,K2.5,K3.1,K3.3, K4.2, K5.1,

	Math:
	K5.2, K1.2, K1.6, K1.9, 


