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Connection to the book:  She was a teacher for many years.

Other books by this author:  Wolf Watch;  Abe Lincoln, the Boy Who Loved Books;  But Mom, Everybody Else Does;  Did You See What I Saw?  The Teeny Tiny Ghost;  Whooo’s Haunting the Teeny Tiny Ghost?  How Will the Easter Bunny Know?  Tiger Trail;  Voices of Ancient Egypt;  The Teeny Tiny Ghost and the Monster
Annotation:  A young boy writes Channel 39, stating the reasons his teacher should be president of the United States.  The author does an excellent job of including much of what a teacher does beyond educating.  She also compares what a teacher and a president do very well.  The situations the president are in are also current issues.
Booktalk:  Have you ever thought someone you know would make a good president?  What about your teacher?  You may be surprised in all the ways your teacher’s job is similar to the president’s job.  Check it out!
Illustrations:  pencil drawings? 


The illustrations tell the story just as much as the words do!  They contain details in the teacher’s everyday life, as well as the life of a president.  The attire, type of people included, situations pictured and so much more give a true complete picture of both the educator and the president!  WOW!
Characters:   
Name  & 

age

relationship to other characters
personality traits
Teacher

50-60?

Teacher/president


leader, composed, attentive, caring, adventurous, pracitical, 










delegator, realistic, peaceful, committed

Oliver


2nd gr?

Student submitting letter

ambitious, faithful, practical, 
Conflict:  
external – struggle between character (student) and the powers that be who elect a new president
Conflict Resolution:  resolve with the student that his teacher will continue in her current job
Genre:
  contemporary fiction
You’ll love these:  
Same genre:/interest level:
The Kid Who Ran For President;  Good Boy- Fergus;  Show Way
By same author: Wolf Watch;  Abe Lincoln, the Boy Who Loved Books;  But Mom, Everybody Else Does;  Did You See What I Saw?  The Teeny Tiny Ghost;  Whooo’s Haunting the Teeny Tiny Ghost?  How Will the Easter Bunny Know?  Tiger Trail;  Voices of Ancient Egypt;  The Teeny Tiny Ghost and the Monster



: 
Interest level:
K – 3rd
Reading level:  1st
Read-aloud passages:  
p. 7-8
These pages say “My teacher goes to lots of meetings.”  This section pictures the different types of meetings a teacher has, which could be discussed with the students.  The page with the teacher as the fictional president also pictures a meeting, which provides a wonderful springboard for discussion of our government and how it takes many different people in various positions to run our country.

Setting:  elementary classroom and school, fictional places where the president would be serving
Summary:  Oliver writes a letter to Channel 39 stating that his teacher would be just right for president, because of such things as:  used to being followed, goes to a lot of meetings, acts quickly for emergencies, likes to go on trips, wants to clean up the earth, is a good listener, and believes in peace.  The only catch is that he wants to make sure she doesn’t leave before the end of the school year.
Point of view: first person
Themes:  teachers, president of the United States, commitment, dedication
Across the Curriculum Connections:  


Subject

Activities







Resources

Writing
Each student write a letter to the president and send in a 

congressmen on current issues; news



Large envelope 

Math

Graph the number of different jobs a teacher/president does

math text for grid; novel for content


History
Hold a “press conference” on a current issue



news; congressmen; local TV station

Activities: 


Group size

Description

3-4 per group

Decide on project to better our earth (for example:  picking up trash around school, planting a tree, 




planting flowers, establishing a recycling program at home/school, etc.); make plans to do project;




Complete project


2 groups

Divide the class into 2 groups to represent two different countries and then hold a peace summit, based 




on history, current events, etc.

Discussion Questions:

Question








type of question  

Pre-reading:
1) Why do you think YOUR teacher should be president?




Predicting

Post-reading:
1) Did the boy in the story have some of the same ideas you 



Analyzing




did as to why your teacher should be president?



2)  Who else do you know who would make a good president?  Why?


Analyzing

First 1/3:
1) Who did the boy write the letter to?






Comprehension



2)  Why would he write the TV station?






Analyzing




3) Explain what you think five of the “white houses” would be used for.


Predicting




4) Who follows the President?







Understanding




5)  Do you think one of the meetings the teacher has is more important than another?
Analyzing





Why do you think so?








Analyzing


Second 1/3:
1) What is the difference between the kinds of papers a teacher and a president 



would sign?










Understanding




2) What type of emergency was the teacher as president responding to?


Understanding



3) Which three types of health care is the teacher taking care of?



Analyzing




4)  Where do you think your teacher would REALLY like to take a trip to?


Predicting


Last 1/3:
1) Is the teacher dealing with a different kind of media than the teacher as president is?
Analyzing



    What are the different kinds?







Predicting




2) What kind of jobs is the teacher giving out in the classroom?



Comprehension




3) What does it mean if a company is on strike?





Understanding




4) Why do you think the teacher was separating two students?



Cause/Effect




4)  Why didn’t Oliver want his teacher to leave before the end of the school year?

Uncdrstanding

Language
Term


Definition
(spelling/vocabulary)


elections

the time for voting


attention

thought; notice



emergency

a sudden or unforeseen situation requiring immediate attention or action



health care

maintaining the condition of one’s body



media


an intervening substance through which something is transmitted or carried, i.e.TV, videio, 





movie, DVD(teacher); a means of mass communication, as newspapers, magazines or television 





(president)



country

a nation; one’s native land; land where one was born



peace


friendly relations with other countries or other people

Indiana Standards met by novel content:


English/Language Arts:

K.1.12
Listen to spoken sentences and recognize individual words in the sentence; listen to words and recognize individual 
sounds in the words.

K.2.2
Use picture clues and context to aid comprehension and to make predictions about story content.


1.1.3
Recognize that sentences start with capital letters and end with punctuation, such as periods, question marks, and 

exclamation points.


1.1.12
Use phonic and context clues as self-correction strategies when reading.


2.2.6
Recognize cause-and-effect relationships in a text.


2.4.7
Proofread one’s own writing, as well as that of others, using an editing checklist or list of rules.


3.1.5
Demonstrate knowledge of grade-level-appropriate words to speak specifically about different issues.


3.2.2
Ask questions and support answers by connecting prior knowledge with literal information from the text.


Math:


K.1.8
Use correctly the words one/many, none/some/all, more/less, and most/least.

K.1.9
Record and organize information using objects and pictures.


1.1.10
Represent, compare, and interpret data using pictures and picture graphs.


1.2.1
Show the meaning of addition (putting together, increasing) using objects.


2.1.11
Collect and record numerical data in systematic ways.


2.1.12
Represent, compare, and interpret data using tables, tally charts, and bar graphs.


3.6.8
Decide whether a solution is reasonable in the context of the original situation.


3.6.9
Note the method of finding the solution and show a conceptual understanding of the method by solving similar 
problems.

Science:

K.2.2
Draw pictures and write words to describe objects and experiences.
K.5.1
Use shapes – such as circles, squares, rectangles, and triangles – to describe different objects.

1.4.4
Explain that most living things need water, food and air.

1.5.2
Make and use simple picture graphs to tell about observations.

2.4.8
Give examples of different roles people have in families and communities.

2.4.6
Observe and describe the different external features of people, such as their size, shape and color of hair, skin and eyes.
3.3.6
Describe ways human being protect themselves from adverse weather conditions.
3.4.7
Explain that eating a variety of healthful foods and getting enough exercise and rest help people stay healthy.


Social Studies:

K.2.2
Give example of rules in the classroom and school and provide reasons for the specific rules.

K.3.6
Recommend ways that people can help keep their environment clean.


1.1.6
Use terms related to time to order events sequentially that have occurred in the school.

1.2.1
Give examples of people who have the authority to make and enforce rules.


1.2.4
Identify why rules and laws exist and describe the consequences of not having rules and laws.


2.2.1
Discuss the rights and responsibilities of citizens in the school and the community.


2.2.2
Explain why it is necessary for the community to have government.


3.2.2
Identify fundamental democratic principles and ideals in American songs, stories, and symbols.


3.2.3
Discuss the reasons why governments are needed and identify specific services that governments provide.
