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	Title:
	Souperchicken

	Author:

	Mary Jane Auch 

	Publisher:
	Holiday House

	Illustrator: 
	Herm Auch

Computer graphics, bright colors

	Copyright Date:
	2003


	About the Author:

(Interesting facts, etc)
	Mary didn't learn to read in school.  The year I was supposed to go into second grade there wa s a polio epidemic in Rochester, New York. Because there was no vaccine, the children were kept home from school. Fortunate for Mary, her mother had been a teacher so during that year, she taught Mary to read.  Mary Jane still lives in New York in the area where her ancestor lived. 

	Web Address:
	http://mjauch.com/Welcome.html

	E-Mail:

Mailing Address:
	mjawebsite@aol.com 

	Connection to the Book:
	While visiting her grandmother in the summer she started to have a fascination with chickens, and discovered the unique personalities that chickens had. This helped to form the writing of Souperchicken.  

	Other books by this author:
	The Easter Egg Farm, Rose Ashes, The Princess and the Pizza, Peeping Beauty, and Hen Lake


	Annotation:
	This is an action packed book about a chicken that saves the lives of her family because she knows how to read.  Illustrations are bright and expressive.  The puns and play on words in the book are really catchy.  


	Booktalk:
	Harriet comes to the rescue. Her Aunties are headed for trouble and they think they are going on a vacation. Harriet knows how to read and she knows better.  A vacation without a beach is no vacation. Where to you think the hens are headed?  What is Harriet’s lesson for her friends?  This book will keep you in suspense as you journey with Harriet on her adventure. 


	Characters:
	Name & Age:
	Relationship to other characters:
	Personality traits:

	Chicken
	Henrietta
	Niece
	Kind, considerate, loves to read, persistent

	Chickens
	Aunties
	Aunts
	Hard working

	Farmers
	
	Own the farm and take the chickens to the soup factory
	Humorous, hard working, clever


	Conflict:
	The Aunties think they are going on a vacation, but they are really headed to be made into soup. Can Henrietta save them in time?


	Conflict Resolution:
	Henrietta uses her reading skills to save her Aunties from being made into a bowl of soup. 


	Genre:
	Animals and Nature


	You’ll love these:
	Same genre / interest level:
	The Easter Egg Hunt, Peeping Beauty, and Hen Lake

	
	By same author:
	Princess and the Pizza, Latchkey Dog, 

I was a Third Grade Science Project,


	Interest level / reading level:
	From www.perma-bound.com:
	K-3
2-3 grades

	
	From Bound to Stay Bound Catalog:
	


	Read-aloud pages/passage:
	Chapter and page #:
	Description of action:

	
	3
	Farmers are talking about sending the chickens to the “soup kitchen” (alias vacation)

	
	11
	Harriet is in the store reading the labels on the soup cans

	
	26
	Harriet explains the benefits of being able to read


	Setting:
	Chickens on the farm are not producing enough eggs. 


	Summary:
	Harriet’s beak always seems to be in a book.  She would rather read than lay eggs.  While Harriet is reading, her Auties are loaded into a truck for a “special vacation”.  Harriet gets suspicious and decides she needs to rescue them.  It is because Harriet knows how to read that her Aunties are saved.  


	Point of View:
	Third person 


	Theme:
	Farms, nutrition, enjoyment of reading.  Souperchicken kitchen is where the auntie’s almost landed as a result of their egg laying habits! 


	Across the Curriculum Connections:

	Subject:
	Suggested Activities:
	Resources:

	Language
	Take a trip to a farm, then write a story about it 
	http://www.proteacher.net/archive/posts/2001/04/05/22218.html

	Language
	Brainstorm and write vocabulary words on the board, then write a class book 
	http://www.proteacher.net/archive/posts/2001/04/05/22218.html

	Science
	Take pictures of farm animals 
	http://curry.edschool.virginia.edu/it/projects/Museums/Teacher_Guide/Science/Farm.Animals.html
take pictures of the animals, note three attributes of each animal.  Help feed the chickens.  




	Activities:
	Group Size
	Description:

	Sequencing
	8
	Children will visit 4 areas of the farm and take pictures of animals there . When they return to the classroom they will list attributes of each animal and then sequence the pictures in the order of their day 

	Learn the chicken dance song

	Entire class
	http://www.kiddyhouse.com/Farm/Chicken/Chickensong.html


	Discussion Questions:
	Question
	Type of Question

	Pre-Reading:
	Have you ever been to a chicken farm? 
	Knowledge

	Post-reading:
	What kind of story is this?  Is it real?  
	Comprehension 

	
	What did the Aunties learn from Harriet? 
	Comprehension 

	
	Do you think that the new home was a good place for the chickens? 
	Evaluation 

	Language (spelling/vocabulary):
	Term
	Definition

	
	squawked
	A harsh scream or loud shriek 

	
	wad
	A large roll or paper, usually money

	
	supermarket
	A large store that carries a variety of foods and household items

	
	expressway
	divided highway that has limited access and is designed to enable traffic to move rapidly

	Indiana Standards met by novel content:
	

	English/Language Arts:
	K2.1, K2.3, K3.1, K4.1, K4.2, 1.2.2, 1.2.3, 1.4.1, 1.5.1, 1.5.4, 

	Science:
	 K 1.1, K.1.2, K4.1, ,S1.2, S1.3, S1.4, 
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