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	About the Author:

(Interesting facts, etc)
	Steve Jenkins is quickly becoming one of the most popular new non-fiction authors for children.  His books about nature and the natural world are uniquely illustrated with cut and torn paper collage.  His books have won numerous awards, including the Boston Globe-Horn Book Nonfiction Award, the Caldecott Award, and several ALA Notable Children’s Book Awards.

He lives in North Carolina with his wife, Robin Page (who he sometimes writes books with) and their three children.



	Web Address:
	http://www.childrenslit.com/f_stevejenkins.html
http://www.houghtonmifflinbooks.com/catalog/authordetail.cfm?authorID=1643

	E-Mail:

Mailing Address:
	Not available

	Picture:
	Photo retrieved from: http://www.houghtonmifflinbooks.com/catalog/authordetail.cfm?authorID=1643
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	Connection to the Book:
	Jenkins’ father was a scientist and fostered a love of science and the natural world in his son at a young age.

	Other books by this author:
	Actual Size, Next Stop Neptune, What Do You Do with a Tail Like This?, Life on Earth:  The Story of Evolution, The Top of the World: Climbing Mount Everest



	Annotation:
	Steve Jenkins has created amazing life-sized representations of prehistoric animals using collages made from cut up and torn paper.  His artwork, paired with a sentence or two about each animal creates a visually engaging text in which to learn about prehistoric animals. 


	Booktalk:
	Can you imagine dragonfly wings 2 feet wide, millipedes over 6 feet long? Who  knew just how much creatures could change in 300 million years!  In his book, Prehistoric Actual Size, Steve Jenkins introduces us to the biggest of the big, and the smallest of the small prehistoric animals!  If you love learning new facts about old animals, this book is for you!


	Characters:
	Name & Age:
	Relationship to other characters:
	Personality traits:

	
	Various prehistoric animals
	Dates are given telling when each animal lived on the earth. Some of the animals in the text lived during the same time period.
	Information is given about each of the animals and it’s traits.


	Conflict:
	Non-fiction, not applicable


	Conflict Resolution:
	Non-fiction, not applicable


	Genre:
	Non-fiction


	You’ll love these:
	Same genre / interest level:
	Bugs are Insects (Anne Rockwell) Elephants Swim (Linda Capus Riley) Into the A, B, C (Deborah Lee Rose) Rain, Rain, Rain Forest (Brenda Z. Guiberson)

	
	By same author:
	Actual Size, Next Stop Neptune, What Do You Do with a Tail Like This?, Life on Earth:  The Story of Evolution, Biggest, Strongest, Fastest, Looking Down, Move!, What do  You do When Something Wants to Eat You?


	Interest level / reading level:
	From www.perma-bound.com:
	Interest Level: 1-4

Reading Level: 6.1

	
	From Bound to Stay Bound Catalog:
	Grades 3-7  Ages 8-12

Accelerated Reader: Interest Level: LG; Reading Level: 6.10

Reading Counts: Interest Level 3-5; Reading Level: 4.20


	Read-aloud pages/passage:
	Chapter and page #:
	Description of action:

	
	Entire book
	Read through the entire book, stopping periodically to answer questions or ask questions such as, “What do you suppose this animal ate?” etc.


	Setting:
	420 to 5 Million Years Ago


	Summary:
	Steve Jenkins looks at various prehistoric animals, including velociraptor, sea scorpions, and dragonflies, giving information about each animal.  Additionally, he has created life sized pictures of the animals (or parts of the animals) using cut up and torn paper.


	Point of View:
	Third Person


	Theme:
	Prehistoric animals and their sizes.


	Across the Curriculum Connections:

	Subject:
	Suggested Activities:
	Resources:

	Math
	· Use a ruler to find objects in the classroom that are the same size as animals represented in the book.

· For the largest animals, go outside and draw lines with chalk to show the length of the animals.
	Classroom objects

Rulers

Sidewalk chalk

Parking lot or long sidewalk

	Science
	· Create a timeline of the different animals represented in the book.  

· Notice connections between the various animals as well as connections with animals found on Earth today.
	Book

Representations for animals in the book

Long wall or string to place timeline on

	Technology
	· Use the internet to look up times when other prehistoric animals not included in this book lived.  

· As an extension, add these animals to the timeline created in the previous activity.
	Internet websites appropriate for children such as Yahooligans 


	Activities:
	Group Size
	Description:

	Artistic Representation
	Individual or partner
	After reading the book, have students choose their favorite animal and create their own representation of the animal using various art materials.  Provide resources for students to see other representations of the animals if possible.  Have students write about why they chose their particular animal to represent, and have them tell how they created their representation.

	Modification of “Read a Novel in an Hour” activity
	Small groups, 3-4 per group
	Split the book up into sections, one section for each group of 3-4 students.  Have each group of students read their portion of the book (with the help of  a grown-up if necessary) and report back to the group about what they read.  These students should become “experts” on their section of the book, and should be able to answer questions from the rest of the class about their portion.

	Finding out more information
	Individual
	Have students identify one animal from the book that they would like to find out more about. Have the students do an internet search on that animal using Yahooligans. Have students present their new information to the class.

	Determining Importance
	Whole Group
	 After reading the book several times, have students identify features of the text that make it easy to read.  Make a list of these different features of non-fiction books and display the chart so that children can refer back to it during their own individual reading


	Discussion Questions:
	Question
	Type of Question

	Pre-Reading:
	What kind of animals do you think we will find out about in this book?
	Inferential, Prediction

	Post-reading:
	What can you say about Steve Jenkins after reading this book?  Do you know some things that he likes or is interested in? What do you think Steve Jenkins was like when he was your age?
	Inferential

	First 1/3 of book:
	Why do you suppose that some of these animals became extinct while some continued to live for millions of years?
	Inferential, Prediction or using background knowledge

	Second 1/3 of book:
	Look at the picture of the Protoceratops.  Can you think of another dinosaur that it might be related to?  Tell how you know
	Using schema or background knowledge

	Last 1/3 of book:
	What is something new that you learned when reading this book that you didn’t know before?
	Synthesis


	Language (spelling/vocabulary):
	Term
	Definition

	
	Prehistoric
	Long ago

	
	Thrived
	Lived 

	
	Agile
	Fast, flexible

	
	Armor
	Providing protection

	
	Swift
	fast

	
	Predator
	Animal that hunts and eats other animals


	Indiana Standards met by novel content:
	

	English/Language Arts:
	K.1.1, K.1.2, K.1.3, K.2.1, K.2.2, K.2.3, K.2.5, K.3.1, K.7.3

1.1.1, 1.1.2, 1.1.4, 1.2.1, 1.2.3, 1.2.5, 1.2.7, 1.3.2, 1.7.2

2.2.1, 2.2.2, 2.2.3, 2.2.4, 2.2.5, 2.7.1, 2.7.2, 2.7.9

3.1.1, 3.1.2, 3.1.7, 3.2.1, 3.2.2, 3.2.5, 3.3.1, 3.3.4, 3.7.1

	Math:
	K.1.3, K.1.9, K.5.1, K.5.2

1.1.1, 1.1.3, 1.1.10, 1.5.1, 1.5.3, 1.5.4

2.1.1, 2.1.3, 2.1.5, 2.5.1, 2.5.2, 2.5.3, 2.5.7, 2.5.10

3.1.1, 3.1.2, 3.1.5, 3.5.1, 3.5.2

	Science:
	K.1.1, K.1.2, K.3.1, K.3.2, K.4.1, K.4.2, K.5.1, K.6.1

1.1.1, 1.1.2, 1.1.3, 1.1.4, 1.2.1, 1.2.5, 1.2.6, 1.4.2, 1.4.3, 1.4.4, 1.6.1

2.1.2, 2.1.6, 2.1.7, 2.2.2, 2.1.4, 2.4.2, 2.4.3, 2.4.4, 2.5.1, 2.56.2, 2.5.6, 2.6.2

3.1.1, 3.1.4, 3.2.4, 3.2.7, 3.4.1, 3.4.5, 3.5.1, 3.5.2, 3.5.5, 3.6.3, 3.6.5

	Social Studies:
	K.1.1

1.3.5

3.3.2
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