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	Title:
	My Penguin Osbert 

	Author:
	Elizabeth Cody Kimmel

	Publisher:
	Candlewick Press

	Illustrator: 
	H.B. Lewis

Traditional color and style of Islamic art. Colors are muted and soft yet very enticing. 


	Copyright Date:
	2004


	About the Author:

(Interesting facts, etc)
	Elizabeth’s love of Antarctica, ghost stories, medieval history, penguins, and writers can all be found representing themselves in various ways in her published books. She lives in the Hudson Valley and spends her spare time reading, hiking, singing in the choir and doing laundry!  This book is named after Sir Osbert Sitwell.

	Web Address:
	http://www.codykimmel.com/


	E-Mail:

Mailing Address:
	codykimmel@earthlink.net


	Connection to the Book:
	Elizabeth says she loves everything about Antarctica, accept being cold.  She loves the snow and ice and thinking of walking through a winter wonderland. The fact that she hates the cold seemed to be the starting point for writing about Osbert. 

	Other books by this author:
	In The Stone Circle, Lily B. on the Brink of Cool, 


	Annotation:
	This book is written with lots of tongue-in-cheek humor. The tale of a boy and a penguin is accompanied by watercolor-and-pastel illustrations showing the determined Joe and his irrepressible pet. 


	Booktalk:
	This book will definitely make you and your students laugh any time of the year. Did you ever ask for something for Christmas that turned out to be a bad idea?  Joe wants a penguin, a real penguin.  What will Santa bring him for Christmas? 


	Characters:
	Name & Age:
	Relationship to other characters:
	Personality traits:

	Boy
	Joe
	Owner of the penguin
	Fun loving, somewhat greedy, 

	Penguin
	Osbert
	The penguin 
	Loves COLD things, playing and being with other penguins

	
	
	
	


	Conflict:
	Be careful what you ask for.  Joe asks for a penguin for Christmas.  Now that he has one, he doesn’t know what to do with it and finds that it is hard work and not really what he wanted. What will Joe do?  


	Conflict Resolution:
	Santa brings a new package to Joe after Christmas. It contained a red sweater and free passes to the Antarctic World at the Zoo.  Joe went to the zoo with Osbert and decided that was where his home really needed to be. 


	Genre:
	Christmas story


	You’ll love these:
	Same genre / interest level:
	One Snowy Night (K-2) Mr.Poppers Penguins (K-2)
Merry Christmas to you, Blue Kangaroo (K-2)

	
	By same author:
	Dinosaur Bone War, Lily B. On the Brink of Paris, The Look it Up Book of Explorers 


	Interest level / reading level:
	From www.perma-bound.com:
	K-3
2

	
	From Bound to Stay Bound Catalog:
	


	Read-aloud pages/passage:
	Chapter and page #:
	Description of action:

	
	Page 5
	Joe tells Santa what he REALLY wants for Christmas

	
	Page 15
	Joe finds out what it is like to do something that somebody else wants to do, even if it isn’t what you want to do 

	
	
	


	Setting:
	The days before Christmas in the home of a little boy, Joe. 


	Summary:
	This Christmas, Joe is "really, really careful" in his letter to Santa. He asks specifically for a live penguin. Santa brings one, and he's adorable. His tag says his name is Osbert. And because Joe asked for him, he goes along with Osbert's requests: long, cold baths, creamed herring with seaweed for breakfast, and days spent in the snow. Joe also has to clean up the melted ice cream igloo village Osbert makes in his room. So in his thank-you note to Santa, Joe adds in a P.S. that it would be okay if Santa traded Osbert for a different present. Might both boy and penguin be happier if Osbert went to live in the new Penguin Palace at the zoo, where creamed herring is always on the menu?


	Point of View:
	First Person 


	Theme:
	Joe knows that no matter what he asks for for Christmas, he must take care of it no matter what.  The story shows that we must be careful what we ask for and then deal with the consequences.  It is a heart warming story of a boy who loves his penguin, but finds that owning one is not the best for the penguin. 


	Across the Curriculum Connections:

	Subject:
	Suggested Activities:
	Resources:

	Science
	Coloring pages
	http://www.coloring.ws/penguins1.htm


	Language
	Poems and other books 
	http://www.geocities.com/Athens/Troy/5059/winter.html


	Science/language
	Discuss penguins and then answer the questions
	http://www.kidzone.ws/imageschanged/penguins/penguin7.gif


	Activities:
	Group Size
	Description:

	Coloring 
	Entire class
	Read about different kinds of penguins and then color a picture 

	Read books about penguins
	Entire class
	Read other books by penguins and discuss the differences and similarities of them. 

	Discussion Questions:
	Question
	Type of Question

	Pre-Reading:
	Have you ever asked for something for Christmas and it turned out not to be exactly what you thought it would be? 
	Synthesis

	Post-reading:
	Do you think that Joe was being selfish when he didn’t want to play outside with Osbert? 
	Analysis

	
	Did Osbert turn out to be a good Christmas present? 
	Analysis

	
	How did Joe solve his problem that ended up being a good decision for both he and Osbert? 
	Application 


	Language (spelling/vocabulary):
	Term
	Definition

	
	specific
	Certain and exact; particular

	
	retracting 
	To pull back 

	
	Imaginary 
	Existing only in the imagination

	
	seaweed
	A kind of alga that grows in salt water


	Indiana Standards met by novel content:
	

	English/Language Arts:
	K-2 #1, 

	Science:
	K.1, 1.

	Social Studies:
	 k-2 #1 -
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