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Connection to the book:  African American herself


Other books by this author:  The Music in Derrick’s Heart, The Shaking Bag, Off to School, The Barber’s Cutting Edge

Annotation:  A young boy helps his father learn to write his name.  Samuel Blow, the father then goes to the courthouse in his Southern town to cast his ballot on the first election day ever where African Americans were allowed to vote.  This is a very poignant story told in a personal way about factual happenings.

Booktalk:  Was it easy for African Americans to be able to vote?  What made them strong enough to continue to try”  If you would like to see how a young boy about your age made a difference in helping them to vote, read this book!
Illustrations:  oil paint on canvas



The artwork has enough color, depth and facial expressions to create a sense of being there when the story took place.  


The characters are made to seem very lifelike.
Characters:   Simms 



young boy

son of Samuel


determined, intelligent, caring, and 













brave


Samuel T. Blow (Papa)
middle-aged

father of Simms

determined, pride in race, leader



Mr. Jones (white)

middle-aged

storekeeper in town

caring of all races, kind




Mama



middle-aged

mother/wife


kindhearted; soft-spoken

Conflict:  
1)  African American male unable to vote

2) African American male unable to write his name

Conflict Resolution:  1)  African American man determines to vote and does so with the help of his son, the storekeeper and friends

2) Man’s son teaches him to write his name after man tries on his own to learn

You’ll love these:  
Same genre:/interest level:
Sounder;  Drummer Boy:  Marching to the Civil War;  My Brother Martin:  A 
Sister Remembers Growing up with the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.



By same author: The Music in Derrick’s Heart, The Shaking Bag, Off to School, The Barber’s Cutting Edge

Interest level:
K – 6th
Reading level:  2nd – 3rd
Read-aloud passages:  
p. 18

Samuel is having trouble falling asleep while Papa was trying to learn to write his name.  After a good night’s sleep finally, Simms writes Papa’s name in the morning before he went to school so Papa could practice, but after another good night’s sleep, Papa’s name still looks like chicken scratch.
Setting:  rural southern community in the late 1800’s

Summary:  Sims and his Papa, Samuel, go to the general store to gather weekly supplies while talking of the upcoming election.  Papa can only sign his name, which makes Simms sad.  At the community meeting about the election, men are unsure of voting.  Simms works on more posters for the election while Papa works on signing his name, with Simms eventually helping him.  The night before the election, men were unsure again, but Simms said he would go with his Papa.  In the morning, the African American men joined Simms and his Papa on the way to vote.  Mr. Jones from the store came out of the crowd to go vote with Samuel T. Blow, signing his own name.

Point of view: third person
Themes:  African American suffrage; racial pride; literacy; determination

Across the Curriculum Connections:  


Subject

Activities







Resources

History
Create voting ballots in class and have a class election

current elections, if possible


Writing
Go to Preschool classroom to teach a preschooler to write

preschool teacher




His/her own name
Activities: 


Group size

Description


3-4 students

create posters from large size construction paper for the class election


Entire class

create general store;  students would bring in empty items from home for store supplies; make shelves 




and checkout from boxes; create receipt book from steno pad, etc.;  call upon the student’s & parent 




volunteer’s creativity for this activity;  when store is complete have transactions take place in the store 




involving different students

Discussion Questions:

Question








type of question  

Pre-reading:
1) Have African Americans always been able to vote?




Analyzing



2) Were African Americans always treated the same as white people?


Analyzing




3) Have you ever felt someone did not treat you the same as another person?  Explain.
Analyzing


Post-reading:
1) What helped the African American keep on trying to vote?



Analyzing




2) Why is it important for the African American to be able to vote?



Analyzing


First 1/3:
1) Where were Simms and his papa headed?






Comprehensive




2) How often did they go to the general store?





Comprehensive




3) Why was it so often?








Understanding




4) What could Papa NOT do?








Comprehensive




5) How did that make Simms feel?







Analyzing


Second 1/3:
1) How did Simms want to help Papa?






Comprehension




2) How was Simms going to help with the election?





Understanding




3) What are the steps papa used in learning to write his name?



Understanding


Last 1/3:
1) Why were the African American men afraid to vote?




Anayzing




2) Do you think the men will go in the morning to vote? (BEFORE turning page)

Predicting




3) Which two people helped Papa the most?






Analyzing
Language


Term

Definition
(spelling/vocabulary)





community

a group of people living in a town or settlement




election day

a day set by law for the choosing of public officials




silence


a period without any sound





huddled

people close together in a group




brewing

something about to take place





county


a subdivision of a state





mumbling

uttering by lowering the voice or partially closing the mouth





hunched

to bend or draw up into a hump





chicken scratch
illegible handwriting




ballot


a sheet of paper used to cast a vote





groaned

to voice a deep, wordless, prolonged sound expressive of annoyance 





agreement

harmony of opinion; accord




bugles


trumpet-like instruments





snare drums

a small double-headed drum having a snare or snares stretched across the bottom 







head to increase reverberation





hard faces

bitter and resentful expressions on faces





town square

the center of the town





courthouse

a building where trials of law are held

Indiana Standards met by novel content:


English/Language Arts:

1.1.12 Use phonic and context clues as self-correction strategies when reading
1.2.1
Identify the title, author, illustrator, and table of contents in a reading selection.

1.2.3
Respond to who, what, where, why and how questions and discuss the main idea of what is read

1.2.5
Use context to understand word and sentence meanings.

1.2.7
Relate prior knowledge to what is read.

1.3.1
Identify and describe the plot, setting, and character(s) in a story.  Retell a story’s beginning, middle, and ending.

1.3.2
Describe the role of authors and illustrators.

1.7.1
Listen attentively.

1.7.2
Ask questions for clarification and understanding.


Math:


1.5.7
Identify and give the values of collections of pennies, nickels and dimes. (used in the general store)

1.6.4
Make precise calculations and check the validity of the results in the context of the problem


Science:


1.1.1
Observe, describe, draw, and sort objects carefully to learn about them

Social Studies:
1.1.2 Compare past and present similarities and differences in daily life by using biographies, oral histories, and folklore.
1.2.5 Suggest ways that students’ actions can contribute to the common good of the community.

1.2.6 Identify civic virtues that are needed to be a good citizen.

1.4.6 Explain that people exchange goods and services to get the things they want.

1.5.2 Identify groups to which people belong.

1.5.3 Give examples of how people show concern, respect each other, behave responsibly in a group, and resolve differences 
peacefully.

1.5.4 Demonstrate the importance of treating others as they would wish to be treated and practice ways of resolving differences peacefully.

