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	Publisher:
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	Copyright Date:
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	About the Author:

(Interesting facts, etc)
	Nina Crews is the daughter of picture book illustrator, David Crews.  Although born in Germany, Crews grew up in New York, providing her with some of the inspiration for this book.  Crews attended Yale University and studied art, with a focus on photography.  After college, Crews worked in animation production.  Her experience with animation gave her some leading-edge ideas of how to use real photography in children’s books.  Her first children’s book was One Hot Summer Day (1995), and she used her animation skills to create the illusion of movement throughout the book’s pages.  The Neighborhood Mother Goose’s artwork is photocollage, made from 35mm photographs that were digitally restored, and manipulated using Adobe Photoshop.

	Web Address:
	www.ninacrews.com


	E-Mail:

Mailing Address:
	letters@ninacrews.com


	Picture:
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Picture retrieved from: http://www.nccil.org/ncrews.html


	Connection to the Book:
	As mentioned before, Crews grew up in New York, so the setting of the photographs is a personal connection for Crews.  She photographed her friends and relatives’ children.  She chose wording for the nursery rhymes based on what she remembers hearing as a child.

	Other books by this author:
	One Hot Summer Day, Snowball, I’ll Catch the Moon, You Are Here, A Ghost Story, A High, Low, Near, Far, Loud, Quiet Story

Crews has also designed book jackets and/or provided illlustrations for the following books:  McKendree by Sandra Belton, Video by Karen Romano Young, Cougar by Helen V. Griffith, and We the People by Bobbi Katz.


	Annotation:
	Crews’ use of photographs from New York City in the 21st century adds a modern day flavor to familiar nursery rhymes.  If you thought nursery rhymes only told of times past, think again because Crews has captured the essence of classic nursery rhymes in a modern light!


	Booktalk:
	Mother Goose takes a trip to New York City to share her nursery rhymes with children there!  No more drawings of kids and animals dressed in old-fashioned clothing, drinking tea!  This book has photographs of real kids…doing KID things!  If you’re ready to rhyme along with kids in New York City, just open up this book and take a trip of your own!




	Characters:
	Name & Age:
	Relationship to other characters:
	Personality traits:

	
	Not Applicable
	
	


	Conflict:
	Not Applicable


	Conflict Resolution:
	Not Applicable


	Genre:
	Nursery Rhyme/ Poetry


	You’ll love these:
	Same genre / interest level:
	Today I Feel Silly and Other Moods That Make My Day (Jamie Lee Curtis) 

The Eentsy Weentsy Spider (Stephanie Calmenson and Joanna Cole)  A Pizza the Size of the Sun (Jack Prelutsky)  Train Song (Diane Siebert)  A Huge Hog is a Big Pig (Keeler Patricia McCall Francis)  Where Have You Been (Margaret Wise Brown)

	
	By same author:
	One Hot Summer Day, Snowball, I’ll Catch the Moon, You Are Here, A Ghost Story, A High, Low, Near, Far, Loud, Quiet Story


	Interest level / reading level:
	From www.perma-bound.com:
	AR: level 3.8, RC: level 1.8

Interest Level: P-2

	
	From Bound to Stay Bound Catalog:
	Not available


	Read-aloud pages/passage:
	Chapter and page #:
	Description of action:

	
	Entire book
	The book may be read in one setting, or individual nursery rhymes may be read independently, during transitions between activities.


	Setting:
	New York City, 21st Century


	Summary:
	Forty-one familiar nursery rhymes are partnered with photocollage of young children in New York City creating an “urban renewal” of many popular, traditional nursery rhymes.


	Point of View:
	Varies between nursery rhymes.  Usually Third Person.


	Theme:
	Nursery Rhymes


	Across the Curriculum Connections:

	Subject:
	Suggested Activities:


	Resources:

	Math
	Have students vote on whether they prefer the real photographs in Nina Crews’ book or more traditional drawings in other nursery rhyme books.  Create a graph displaying the students’ answers.  Many extensions may be made with this graph, comparing and contrasting numbers, addition and subtraction problems, etc.  you can also demonstrate different ways to record data for a graph.


	The Neighborhood Mother Goose

Another nursery rhyme book

Graph paper

Pictures/objects for a pictograph

	Social Studies/Technology/ Art
	Have students “act out” nursery rhymes in your own school community (in your school’s neighborhood would be best, if you can leave the school grounds) Take digital pictures of your students, and have the students modify the pictures to create their own representations of the nursery rhymes.  Extension: use iMovie (or other movie-making software) to create a digital video of kids acting out the rhymes!


	Digital camera

Computer application such as Photo Shop to make changes to digital photographs.

IMovie (for extension activity)

	Social Studies/ Writing
	If you could choose a nursery rhyme character to be the Principal of our school (substitute President, governor, teacher, etc) which nursery rhyme character would you choose and why?


	Writing paper, pencils


	Activities:
	Group Size
	Description:

	Venn diagram/ Compare and Contrast 
	Whole class (could be done in small groups or independently with older elementary students.)
	Students can compare and contrast The Neighborhood Mother Goose with other nursery rhyme books they have read.  They can look for similarities and differences in language (there are some!) as well as similarities and differences in how the rhymes are portrayed, and how the artwork is done.  Students will fill out a venn diagram to record their findings.

	Rounding up the Rhymes
	Whole Class  or small groups of 4-6 students. Small groups will work best with younger children. (This activity is most appropriate for grades 1-3)
	Students read the text, and then find rhyming words.  Rhyming words are written on index cards and placed next to each other in a pocket chart.  (Choose 8-10 sets of rhyming words only for this activity).  Make sure some rhyming words have the same spelling pattern and that some have different spelling patterns.  Once you finish reading and recording rhyming words, have students tell you (using thumbs up/down) if the spelling pattern of the rhyming words is the same (up) or different (down).  Dramatically tear up pairs of rhyming words that do not have the same spelling pattern.  Next, give each student one index card.   Have your students write a new rhyming word that follows the same spelling pattern as one of the remaining pairs of words.  When children are done writing their word, have them place their words in the pocket chart next to the rhyming words.

	Sequencing
	Small group or individual (This activity is most appropriate for  grades K-1)
	Write nursery rhymes on sentence strips, one line per strip.  Place the strips out of order.  Have students read the sentence strips and place them in the correct order.

	Letter Writing
	Individual
	Have students write letters to their favorite nursery rhyme character. Students can choose what information to share with their character. They can also choose to write a letter to Nina Crews instead of to a character if they prefer.


	Discussion Questions:
	Question
	Type of Question

	Pre-Reading:
	What might make this book of nursery rhymes different from other nursery rhyme books?
	Prediction

	Post-reading:
	How do you think Nina Crews made the pictures in her book? Are they real photographs, did she change the photographs in any way?
	Prediction

	During Reading:
	I would ask questions about vocabulary as it came up in different rhymes (See vocabulary list below) and see if children can use context to figure out the meaning of words.

I would also ask students to think about what might happen next, at the end of nursery rhymes, such as: “What else might Jack jump over?”  or: “What might the girl do to show that she is “horrid?”” 
	Inferential

Prediction, Inferential


	Language 

(spelling/vocabulary):
	Term
	Definition

	
	Neighborhood (title)
	Place where you live

	
	Caper (p. 9)
	A dancing leap

	
	Nimble (p. 13)
	The ability to move quickly

	
	Cobbler (p. 14)
	A person who fixes shoes

	
	Tuffet (p.25)
	A stool

	
	Horrid (p.26)
	Mean, bad

	
	Ampersand (p. 33)
	The “and” symbol: &

	
	Contrary (p. 39)
	Disobedient, uncooperative

	
	Whither (p. 41)
	To what place, where to?

	
	Scolded (p.44)
	Yelled at 

	
	Posies (p. 49)
	A kind of flower


	Indiana Standards met by novel content:
	

	English/Language Arts:
	K.1.1, K.1.2, K.1.3, K.1.6, K.1.10, K.2.1, K.2.2, K.3.1, K.3.4, K.7.4

1.1.1, 1.1.2, 1.1.3, 1.1.7, 1.1.11, 1.2.1, 1.2.5, 1.2.7, 1.3.1, 1.3.2, 1.7.6

2.1.1, 2.1.3, 2.2.1, 2.2.3, 2.3.1, 2.3.3, 2.3.4, 2.7.1

3.1.1, 3.1.2, 3.1.3, 3.2.1, 3.3.1, 3.3.4, 3.3.5, 3.3.6, 3.7.1, 3.7.4, 

	Math:
	K.1.6, K.4.1, K.4.3

1.1.6, 1.4.7

2.1.6, 2.4.5

3.4.1, 3.4.2, 

	Science:
	K.1.1, K.2.1, K.3.2, K.5.1, K.6.1, 

1.1.1, 1.2.6, 1.5.1, 

2.1.3, 2.6.2

3.1.6

	Social Studies:
	K.1.1, K.1.4, K.2.4, K.3.1, K.3.5, K.4.2, K.4.3, K.5.1, K.5.4

1.1.1, 1.1.2, 1.2.5, 1.2.6, 1.4.1, 1.4.2, 1.5.3, 1.5.5

2.2.4, 2.4.2, 2.5.1, 2.5.2, 2.5.3, 2.5.4, 2.5.5

3.1.4, 3.5.1, 3.5.2, 3.5.4
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