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About the author:  

She told “stories” (actually fibs) as a young child, which her parents encouraged her to write down.  This fostered her passion for writing.  In college, she discovered another passion – history.  She had many rejections before her first book was published.

Web address: http://www.candacefleming.com/

E-mail address:  not available

Mailing address:  c/o Farra, Straus & Giroux,  19 Union Sq. West, New York, NY 10003
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Connection to the book:  passion for history; mother actually sent box to Europe in May of 1945 in response to the need after the war.  She did also include a note in the box sending good wishes, along with her address.  Her mother’s box did go to a family whose oldest daughter’s name was Katje.  Katje’s father wrote back, asking for a few other items, if they could spare them.  This did then grow into a churchwide event where her mother attended.  After sustaining the community in Holland through the gifts from Indiana, a box of tulips came from Holland as a thank you!

Other books by this author:  Our Eleanor:  A Scrapbook Look at Eleanor Roosevelt’s Remarkable Life;  Sunny:  The Life and Times of a Tortoise;  Losji Discover America;  This is the Baby;  Muncha! Muncha! Muncha!;  Gator Gumbo;  A Big Cheese for the White House;  The True Tale of a Tremendous Cheddar;  Smile, Lily!;  Ben Franklin’s Almanac:  Being a True Account of the Good Gentleman’s Life;  When Agnes Caws;  Gabriella’s Song;  Hatmaker’s Sign;  Who Invited You?;  Westward Ho, Carlotta!;  Madame Lagrande and Her So High to the Sky, Uproarious Pompadour;  Women of the Lights
Annotation:  Katje receives a surprise box from America and after sending a thank you continues to receive bigger and better boxes, always sharing with those around her.  The boxes get the Dutch families through the winter who in return send tulip bulbs to America.
Booktalk:  It sure is fun to get your own mail, isn’t it?  …especially if it is a PACKAGE!  In this story, two young girls are involved in sending and receiving their own mail!  Do you wonder how and why they started sending things back and forth?  Read this book to find out that a special relationship was created which helped an entire community from two little girls being willing to share.
Illustrations:  oil with color separations 


Illustrations are a bit distorted looking with 3D and spacing not always accurate.  It would appear that the illustrator used this type of illustration to make it appear that a child drew the illustrations, since the story is about two children communicating with each other via mail.
Characters:   
Name  & 

age

relationship to other characters
personality traits
Katje Van Stegeran
young child
friend




giving, sweet, innocent
Postman Kleinhoonte  older person
delivery person


faithful, responsible, giving

Mama


middle aged
Katje’s mother



kind, gracious

Rosie


young girl
American “pen pal”


giving, tenderhearted, leader

Mr. & Mrs. DeLand
middle aged
friends of Katje’s mother

kind, caring, love for children

5 DeLand children
young

friends of Katje


content

Dr. Box

middle aged
town doctor



kind, considerate

Widow Gans

older woman
neighbor of Stegeran’s

caring, friendly

Miss Oosterveld
middle aged
neighbor of Stegeran’s

friendly

Schoolmaster deLeeuw   mid-age
schoolteacher of Katje


caring, educated

Conflict:  
lack of adequate food and clothing in Holland after war
Conflict Resolution:  American boxes of food and clothes took care of the small community for the winter
Genre:
  historical fiction
You’ll love these:  
Same genre:/interest level:
Make Way for Ducklings
By same author:
Our Eleanor:  A Scrapbook Look at Eleanor Roosevelt’s Remarkable Life;  Sunny:  The Life and Times of a Tortoise;  Losji Discover America;  This is the Baby;  Muncha! Muncha! Muncha!;  Gator Gumbo;  A Big Cheese for the White House;  The True Tale of a Tremendous Cheddar;  Smile, Lily!;  Ben Franklin’s Almanac:  Being a True Account of the Good Gentleman’s Life;  When Agnes Caws;  Gabriella’s Song;  Hatmaker’s Sign;  Who Invited You?;  Westward Ho, Carlotta!;  Madame Lagrande and Her So High to the Sky, Uproarious Pompadour;  Women of the Lights



: 
Interest level:
K – 3rd
Reading level:  2nd
Read-aloud passages:  
p. 1-2

These page tell of the box coming from America to the family in Holland.  It ends with Mama saying “Open it!”  This could be used as a tease to the story.
Setting:  Holland, 1945 – Post-war
Summary:  An American family sent a box to Holland.  A need was met.  Katje sent a letter thanking the family for the gift and let them know of a few other small needs.  The American family sent what was needed.  Another thank you was sent, with other items mentioned they were lacking.  More and more needs were met by friend and acquaintances of the American family.  Each tiem a box came, Katje shared her box with friends and neighbors in need.  Ultimately, things got better in Holland and the Holland family and community sent tulip bulbs to America as a thank you.
Point of view: third person
Themes:  post-war trauma, war relief efforts, sharing, tulips, Holland
Across the Curriculum Connections:  


Subject

Activities







Resources

History
Research other war relief efforts



internet; encyclopedias, history text

Math

Graph how many box/letter exchanges are in the story;
math curriculum, blank graph paper




Graph the increase in the size of box & amount in box


Activities: 


Group size

Description

Two


plant tulip bulbs after choosing type from a catalog

Individual

write a pen pal letter to another country

Discussion Questions:

Question








type of question  

Pre-reading:
1) What do you think are in the boxes for Katje?





Predicting

Post-reading:
1) How did one child really make a difference? In America?  In Holland?


Analyzing



2) Was your prediction about the story right?





Analyzing


First 1/3:
1) What did they eat?









Comprehension



2) Why did Katje call America the land of plenty?





Analyzing




3) What made Katje decide to share the chocolate?





Analyzing


Second 1/3:
1) What did Katje do again when she received another box?




Analyzing



2) How many people shared the third box?






Understanding


Last 1/3:
1) What helped the Dutch families make it through the winter?



Cause/Effect



2) What did Katje mean when she said Rosie brought the miracle?



Analyzing
Language
Term


Definition
(spelling/vocabulary)


townspeople

the inhabitants or citizens of a town or city



cabbages

a vegetable which grows in a head like head lettuce, but has leaves more tightly pressed together


cobbled

a road or sidewalk paved with cobblestones, which look similar to brick


gritty


very small hard particles, especially of sand


wool


the soft curly hair of sheep



luxury


condition of having much that is pleasant but not necessary to have



savored

to taste or enjoy with zest



dabbing

pat; touch lightly



sniffled

take little short breaths through the nose



survive


remain alive after; live through



sparingly

a bit at a time



huddled

a little group close together



miracle


an extraordinary happening

Indiana Standards met by novel content:


English/Language Arts:

K.1.3
Understand that printed materials provide information.


K.1.4
Recognize that sentences in print are made up of separate words.


1.1.1
Match oral words to printed words.


1.1.2
Identify letters, words, and sentences.


2.1.10
Identify simple multiple-meaning words.


2.2.2
State the purpose for reading.


3.1.1
Know and use more difficult word families (-ight) when reading unfamiliar words.


3.1.7
Use a dictionary to learn the meaning and pronunciation of unknown words.


Math:

K.1.3
Know that larger numbers describe sets with more objects in them than sets described by smaller numbers.

K.1.6
Count, recognize, represent, name, and order a number objects (up to 10).


1.1.1
Count, read, and write whole numbers up to 100.


1.1.2
Count and group objects in ones and tens.


2.1.3
Identify numbers up to 100 in various combinations of tens and ones.

2.2.1
Model addition of numbers less than 100 with objects and pictures.


3.1.3
Use words, models, and expanded form to represent numbers up to 1,000.


3.1.15
Record the possible outcomes for a simple probability experiment.


Science:

K.2.2
Draw pictures and write words to describe objects and experiences.
K.3.1
Describe objects in terms of the materials they are made of, such as clay, cloth, paper, etc.

1.2.1
Use whole numbers, up to 100, in counting, identifying, measuring, and describing objects and experiences

1.2.7
Write brief informational descriptions of a real object, person, place, or event using information from observations.

2.4.2
Observe that and describe how animals may use plants, or even other animals, for shelter and nesting.
2.4.4
Recognize and explain that living things are found almost everywhere in the world and that there are somewhat 
different kinds in different places.

3.5.5
Explain that one way to make sense of something is to think of how it relates to something more familiar.

3.1.5
Demonstrate the ability to work cooperatively while respecting the ideas of others and communicating one’s own 
conclusions about findings.

Social Studies:

K.1.1
Compare people, objects and events of today and long ago.

K.1.3
Listen to and retell stories about people in the past who showed honesty, courage, and responsibility.


1.2.5
Suggest ways that students’ actions can contribute to the common good of the community.


1.2.6
Identify civic virtues that are needed to be a good citizen.


2.5.1
Identify some of the responsibilities that individuals have to themselves and others.


2.5.5
Identify people of different ages, cultural backgrounds, traditions, and careers and explain how they contribute to the 


coummunity.


3.4.3
Give examples of trade in the local community and explain how trade benefits both parties.


3.4.9
Gather data about a proposed economic change in the community using a variety of information resources.
