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Connection to the book:  daughter of Korean immigrants

Other books by this author:  See Saw Girl; Kite Fighters; A Single Shared; When My Name Was Keoko; Project Mulberry; 


Bee-bim Bop; Yum! Yuk!; What Does Bunny See?; Mung Mung
Annotation:  In early 19th century Korea, after Sang-hee’s father injures his ankle Sang-hee attempts to take over the task of lighting the evening fire, which signals to the palace all is well.  The book is well-written from the boy’s point of view.  The book highlights the importance of community and responsibility.  It is a little abstract regarding the “picture” of the soldiers in the fire.

Booktalk:  What else can we use fire for?  Sang-hee finds out another way to use fire to help his whole country.  Read to find out more.  Warning:  You may hear about soldiers on the way!
Illustrations:  watercolor and pastel


The artwork has an element in it which makes you feel as if the action is taking place far away with the use of light and shadows.  The expressions are very detailed and full of emotion.
Characters:   Sang-hee

young boy

son of Sang-hee’s father
inquisitive, fun-loving, faithful


Sang-hee’s father
middle age

father of Sang-hee

responsible, important, faithful



Sang-hee’s mother
middle age

mother of Sang-hee

caring, responsible

Conflict:  
Sang-hee’s internal conflict between responsibility (lighting the fire) and adventure (wanting to see the soldiers and 


learn from them

Conflict Resolution:  Sang-hee decides to make the responsible choice (lighting the fire) after letting two coals burn out thinking of 


soldiers
Genre:  historical fiction
You’ll love these:  
Same genre:/interest level:
When My Name Was Keoko;  Count Your Way Through Korea;  Korean 





Children’s Favorite Stories;  My Name is Yoon



By same author: See Saw Girl; Kite Fighters; A Single Shared; When My Name Was Keoko; Project Mulberry; 




Bee-bim Bop; Yum! Yuk!; What Does Bunny See?; Mung Mung
Interest level:
K – 3rd
Reading level:  1st (2nd semester) and 2nd
Read-aloud passages:  
pp. 25 -33

This section tells of the inner conflict Sang-hee had as he went to light the fire for his father.  He dropped two coals intentionally and then chose to light the fire, rather than not light the fire in order to see the soldiers.
Setting:  Korean village in the early 1800’s
Summary:  Sang-hee’s father tells of the importance of their village as the first village to set bonfires at night to let the king know all is well.  One night, the fires are not lit and Sang-hee finds his father in the mountain with an injured ankle.  Sang-hee goes to light the fire and is tempted to let the coals all burn out to experience adventure with the soldiers, but is responsible and lights the fire, continuing to do so until his father’s leg heals.
Point of view: first person
Themes:  Korean bonfires, responsibility
Across the Curriculum Connections:  


Subject

Activities







Resources

Science
Lesson on fire safety






fire department

History
Lesson on real Korean fires





internet and encyclopedias

History
Lesson on early forms of warning signs/communication

history book on subject; encyclopedias & 












internet
Activities: 


Group size

Description


3-4 students

choose type of early communication or warning sign and actually create it

Entire class

learn how to arrange sticks for a bonfire
Discussion Questions:

Question








type of question  

Pre-reading:
1) What else can fire do than heat and cook things?





Inquiry

Post-reading:
1) What helped Sang-hee make the right decision?





Analyzing



2) Have you ever wanted to do something wrong, but chose to do right?


Cause/Effect




3) How did it make you feel?








Cause/Effect




4) Do you think Sang-hee will be a real firekeeper one day?




Extending


First 1/3:
1) Which hump was Sang-hee’s village?






Comprehension



2) Why was his village important?







Analyzing




3) What does his father compare the mountains to?





Analyzing


Second 1/3:
1) Why would the fire NOT be lit?







Understanding



2) How did Sang-hee and his mother know there was trouble?



Comprehension




3) Why was the path not friendly at night?






Analyzing

Last 1/3:
1) What happened to Sang’hee’s father?






Comprehension



2) Why did Sang-hee drop two of the coals?






Analyzing




3) What rewards did Sang-hee receive for doing right?




Understanding




4) What does it mean “the gladness felt as warm as a glowing coal”?


Analyzing

Language


Term


Definition
(spelling/vocabulary)
tongs


scissorlike tools used for lifting and holding




brass pot

a pot made out of a yellowish metal made by putting copper, zinc and other 







materials




live coals

burning fuel that is sold in small, black chunks




firekeeper

one who lights the fire on the mountains in Korea to let the king know all is well





chicken coop

a place where chickens live




barrel


a large container made of curved slats or staves that are held together with 








wooden or steel bands





bobbing

moving up and down





lash


beat or whip





groaning

moaning; making a low sound of pain or suffering





jewels


precious stones, such as diamonds, pearls, or rubies





gleaming

flashing






glowing

light and color made by something burning or fiery





fiercely

savagely, wildly, cruelly





smoldered

giving off smoke but no flame





tongue of flame
the sections of fire which look like tongues





tinder


anything, such as paper or soft, dry wood, that catches fire easily





aflame


on fire
Indiana Standards met by novel content:


English/Language Arts:

1.1.12 Use phonic and context clues as self-correction strategies when reading
1.2.1
Identify the title, author, illustrator, and table of contents in a reading selection.

1.2.3
Respond to who, what, where, why and how questions and discuss the main idea of what is read

1.2.5
Use context to understand word and sentence meanings.

1.2.7
Relate prior knowledge to what is read.

1.3.1
Identify and describe the plot, setting, and character(s) in a story.  Retell a story’s beginning, middle, and ending.

1.3.2
Describe the role of authors and illustrators.

1.7.1
Listen attentively.

1.7.2
Ask questions for clarification and understanding.


Math:


1.1.1
Count, read, and write whole numbers up to 100. (use by counting number of mountains firekeepers light in Korea.

Science:

1.1.1 Observe, describe, draw, and sort objects carefully to learn about them
1.2.6 Describe and compare objects in terms of number, shape, texture, size, weight, color, and motion. (compare mountains 
to dinosaurs)

1.5.3 Observe and describe similar patterns, such as shapes, designs, and events that may show up in nature, such as 
honeycombs, sunflowers or shells.  See similar patterns in the things people make, such as quilts, baskets, or 
pottery. (use illustrations to see patterns in nature and things people make)

1.6.2
Observe that and describe how certain things change in some ways and stay the same in others, such as in their color, 
size, and weight.  (discuss how fire changes)


Social Studies:
1.1.2 Compare past and present similarities and differences in daily life by using biographies, oral histories, and folklore.
1.2.1
Give examples of people who have the authority to make and enforce rules (the king of Korea)

1.2.5 Suggest ways that students’ actions can contribute to the common good of the community.

1.2.6 Identify civic virtues that are needed to be a good citizen.

1.3.2
Identify the cardinal directions (north, south, east, west) on maps and globes (use in relationship to Korea itself as well 
as the location of the mountain on which Sing-hee lived)

1.5.2 Identify groups to which people belong.

1.5.3 Give examples of how people show concern, respect each other, behave responsibly in a group, and resolve differences 
peacefully.

1.5.4 Demonstrate the importance of treating others as they would wish to be treated and practice ways of resolving differences peacefully.

