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	Title:
	The Diary of a Worm

	Author:

	Doreen Cronin

	Publisher:
	Joanna Colter Books

	Illustrator:  
	Harry Bliss

The full-color watercolor-and-ink illustrations flow across the pages in lush earth tones. There is a cartoon like feeling as you venture through the book and the pictures really do make the book.  

	Date:
	2003

	About the Author:

(Interesting facts, etc)
	Doreen’s father was a police office and always made her laugh. After he died she wanted to laugh like she use to. One night she woke up and wrote the book Click Clack Moo, and she was able to laugh .She also went to law school but eventually decided that neither being an FBI agent or a lawyer was for her and became the author of children’s books.  Doreen loves to laugh.  

	Web Address:
	http://www.doreencronin.com/


	E-Mail:

Mailing Address:
	doreen@doreencronin.com

	Connection to the Book:
	Doreen has always like journaling so she thought it would be fun to write a journal for a worm.  She researched about worms and found they eat anything and they are very important to the whole ecology of the earth.  

	Other books by this author:
	Click Clack Moo, Cows that Type, Giggle, Giggle Quack, Duck for President, Dooby Dooby Moo


	Annotation:
	This quirky worm's-eye view of the world makes these little creatures a little more understandable and a lot more fun. The story takes you through 3 months of the life of a very unusual worm and the illustrations show personality and humor.  


	Booktalk:
	What is a worm doing reading a book?  He’s not that much different than you and I accept one thing.  Imagine that you are a worm who goes to school and keeps a diary. What would you say? 



	Characters:
	Name & Age:
	Relationship to other characters:
	Personality traits:

	Worm
	
	Main character, on, brother, friend
	Funny, energetic, kind, adventuresome

	Spider
	
	Friend
	careful

	Teacher
	
	Teacher
	Not really stated


	Conflict:
	Real world verses imaginary world


	Conflict Resolution:
	 The little worm finds out that it isn’t always easy being a worm, but that the advantages out weight the disadvantages and he is pretty happy.  


	Genre:


	Animals and Nature


	You’ll love these:
	Same genre / interest level:
	Wiggling Worms at Work , Diary of a Wombat by Jackie French

	
	By same author:
	Diary of a Spider and Diary of a Fly  


	Interest level / reading level:
	From www.perma-bound.com:
	P-3
2.8 (is what perma-bound says) I guess I am still a bit confused about this. I thought it was what grade level children could actually read the book. 

	
	From Bound to Stay Bound Catalog:
	


	Read-aloud pages/passage:
	Chapter and page #:
	Description of action:

	
	1-2
	The worm tells us the rules that his mom and dad taught him 

	
	10
	Life at school

	
	19
	The worm goes to a school dance, but can’t do the Hokey Pokey!  (


	Setting:
	The worm’s life 

	Summary:
	The main character in the book is a young male Worm. He’s a cute little underground dweller that wears a red baseball cap and lives with his mother, father, sister and grandfather. He records his adventures in a diary. He describes the things worms have to do to survive, for example how it is not a good idea to sit on a sidewalk with a hopscotch game going on. He has learned from his Mother that worms are important to the earth, so worms must take care of the earth. The book contains both a fictional story about worms and facts about worms.   


	Point of View:
	First person (the worm)


	Theme:
	This book is about a worm who writes in a diary his daily doings of being a worm. He discovers, day by day, that there are some very good and some not so good things about being a worm in this great big world 


	Across the Curriculum Connections:

	Subject:
	Suggested Activities:
	Resources:

	science
	Study the earthworm 
	http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/invertebrates/earthworm/Earthwormcoloring.shttml 

	language
	Study the book
	http://content.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=2945
http://content.scholastic.com/content/collateral_resources/pdf/b/bookfairs_currconnection_downloads_cc_diaryworm.pdf


	science
	
	Introduce students to the importance of worms and their role in decomposition 

	science
	
	Students will observe worms to learn about how they look, feel, smell, and move. Use this as a chance to introduce the lifecycle.


	Activities:
	Group Size
	Description:

	Review the book
	Entire class 
	What pages made you laugh?  Why are the illustrations important in the book?
What is a diary?  What do you know about real worms? 

	Puppet show
	Entire class
	Have students use brown paper bags and crayons to create puppets of the worm and other characters in the story. Use the flap on the bag for the mouth. Children insert their hands into the bag, opening and closing the flap as the character talks. Ask students to put on a show about the life of the worm in the story

	Make a worm colony
	Entire class
	Take a fish tank and fill it with dirt.  Get some earthworms from the ground and place them in the tank.  Watch them over the next few weeks. 

	Video
	Entire class
	Show the video “Diary of a Worm” after the unit is finished
https://www.pdstore.com/product.asp?intProdID=4295&Action=Search



	Discussion Questions:
	Question
	Type of Question

	Pre-Reading:
	What is a diary? 
	Knowledge

	Post-reading:
	What kind of research do you think the author had to do in order to write this book?  
	Knowledge

	
	Tell me about one day in the life of the worm.  Why was it your favorite?
	Comprehension 

	Language (spelling/vocabulary):
	Term
	Definition

	
	Diary
	A daily record of a person's experiences and thoughts.

	
	Nightmare
	A frightening dream 

	
	Hokey pokey
	A dance that is done by calling out each part of the body

	
	Secret Service Agent
	A person that has authority on behalf of another person to keep them safe. 

	Indiana Standards met by novel content:
	

	English/Language Arts:
	K1.1-1.6, K2.1, K2.3, K2.3, K2.5, K3.1-3.4, K4.1, K5.1,1.2.1-2.3, 1.3.1-2, 1.5.1, 1.5.4, 2.3.1, 2.1.4, 2.5.1-3, 3.2.2,  3.2.3, 3.2.5, 3.2.6, 3.3.3, 3.3.6, 

	Science:
	K. 1.1, K2.2,1.01, 1.02,2.4.2, 2.4.5, 3.4.1, 


