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	Title:
	I Saw A Bullfrog 

	Author:
	Ellen Stern

	Publisher:
	Random House

	Illustrator: 
	Ellen Stern 

Pencil and acrylic illustrations of odd and interesting creatures that then form a new animal.  

	Copyright Date:
	2003


	About the Author:

(Interesting facts, etc)
	Ellen grew up in South Bend, Indiana.  She has always loved the outdoors and collected snakes and frogs and other animals. Ellen also loved to read and draw. Many times her parents took her with them to events as they were not able to afford a babysitter.  Ellen would sit and draw.  As she grew older, her interest, especially in illustrating became more and more apparent.  

	Web Address:
	http://home.earthlink.net/~ryanstern/about_the_book.html


	E-Mail:

Mailing Address:
	estern@glendale.edu

	Connection to the Book:
	Ellen always loved animals and although she never thought she would write and illustrate a book about then, she says that nothing should surprise her when it comes to her imagination and love of animals.  

	Other books by this author:
	Divorce Is Not the End of the World: Zoe's Amd Evan's Coping Guide for Kids
Yawn! Bedtime Reading for Insomniacs


	Annotation:
	This book is a great combination of reality and imagination. It is full of rhyming text and illustrations that reveal eleven animals with compound names, such as a rat snake, a tiger shark, an elephant seal, and a dragonfly. Each one is shown as it would look if they were half one creature and half another. One of the things that I like about the books is that it also shows pictures of how each animal actually looks and facts about their unusual names. The water color illustrations are amazing and make you want to turn the page to see what is next.  Each character peeks from behind a page to give you a chance to “guess” what he is.  Not only does this spur interest but it allows the children to use their own imaginations. 




	Booktalk:
	This book is full of funny looking animals.  Can you figure out what they are?  Each animal has a personality and a nickname.  Use your imagination and help us figure out what these animals are called.  After we read the book you can think up your own animals and draw them for us to guess.  



	Characters:
	Name & Age:
	Relationship to other characters:
	Personality traits:

	
	bullfrog
	One of many animals in the book
	I don’t think this book really gives the characters personality.  

	
	Elephant Seal
	One of many animals in the book
	I don’t think this book really gives the characters personality.  

	
	Catfish

	One of many animals in the book
	I don’t think this book really gives the characters personality.  

	
	Rhinoceros Beetle
	One of many animals in the book
	I don’t think this book really gives the characters personality.  

	
	Rat Snake
	One of many animals in the book
	I don’t think this book really gives the characters personality.  

	
	Deer Mouse
	One of many animals in the book
	I don’t think this book really gives the characters personality.  

	
	Tiger Shark
	One of many animals in the book
	I don’t think this book really gives the characters personality.  

	
	Dragonfly
	One of many animals in the book
	I don’t think this book really gives the characters personality.  

	
	Goose Barnacles
	One of many animals in the book
	I don’t think this book really gives the characters personality.  

	
	Cowbird
	One of many animals in the book
	I don’t think this book really gives the characters personality.  

	
	Zebra Fish
	One of many animals in the book
	I don’t think this book really gives the characters personality.  


	Conflict:
	Real animals and how they look vs. animals that look like their names describe.  


	Conflict Resolution:
	At the end of the book, the author shows pictures and describes how the “real animals” look and gives information about each.  


	Genre:
	Animals, story in rhyme, 


	You’ll love these:
	Same genre / interest level:
	Bullfrog Pops by Rich Walton, Cock-a-Doodle-Moo : A Mixed Up Menagerie by Keith DuQuette, The Copy Crocs by David Bedford. Bug Off!: A Swarm of Insect Words by Cathi Hepworth 

	
	By same author:
	Not sure any of the kids would really like any of the other books I found that she had written.


	Interest level / reading level:
	From www.perma-bound.com:
	K-3
3.6


	Read-aloud pages/passage:
	Chapter and page #:
	Description of action:

	
	Page 1
	A poetic description of a bullfrog, but not a real bullfrog, a make believe one 

	
	Page 10
	A Poetic description of a deer mouse, not a real deal mouse but a make believe one

	
	Page 23
	A description of a real deer mouse


	Setting:
	World of imagination 


	Summary:
	Ellen Stern invites us into a world where bullfrogs really are half bull and half frog, and where catfish are both finned and furry. The book's silly speculations, pondering if a rhinoceros beetle would be "big as a rhino or buggishly small," and if elephant seals prefer to snack on fish or peanuts, each in a rhyming text. The book includes pictures of how each animal actually looks and facts about their unusual names. 


	Point of View:
	First Person 


	Theme:
	Animals 


	Across the Curriculum Connections:

	Subject:
	Suggested Activities:
	Resources:

	Language 
	Write a silly story about an animal you like 
	http://www.teachercreated.com/pdfs/lessons/000421pl.pdf


	Art
	 Draw pictures of two imaginary animals and give them a name
	

	Art
	Watch the movie “Balloon magic made easy.  Make a balloon animal.
	https://www.mbd2.com/online/store/comersus_viewItem.asp?idProduct=178


	Math 
	Write out math story problems that use the names of the animals in the book 
	http://teacher.scholastic.com/max/farmer/index.htm



	Activities:
	Group Size
	Description:

	Reading
	Entire class
	Cover the names on the pictures as you read the story.  Ask the children to try to guess what the animal is called

	Language arts
	Entire class
	Review sensory words used to describe objects. Talk about words referring to size or weight, shape, texture, sound, and smell. Select a few objects around the classroom and have students use sensory words to describe them.  Now have them write a story about an animal, real or imaginary.  


	Discussion Questions:
	Question
	Type of Question

	Pre-Reading:
	By having the name of the cover, covered, ask the question, What kind of animal do you think this is?  
	Knowledge 

	Post Reading 
	What was your favorite animal?  Why?  
	Analysis

	
	What animal was your least favorite/? Why?  
	Analysis

	
	Did the pictures in the story make you think of other animals?  
	Analysis 


	Language (spelling/vocabulary):
	Term
	Definition

	
	Hooves 

	The hard, tough covering on the feet of certain mammals such as horses, pigs, and deer.

	
	Snooze

	To sleep for a short period of time; nap.  

	
	Alarm
	Sudden fear caused by possible danger

	
	Pounce
	To jump or swoop down in order to grab or take something

	
	Barnacles
	Any of a large group of marine crustaceans that attach to under water surfaces such as wharves, rocks, ship bottoms, and they form sharp-edged shells as adults


	Indiana Standards met by novel content:
	

	English/Language Arts:
	K.1.1, K.2.1, K2.2, K.2.3, K2.5, K3.1, K3.3, K.3.4, K.4.2, K5.2, 1.1.1, 1.2.1, 1.2.2, 1.2.3, 1.2.7, 1.5.2, 1.5.3, 1.7.1, 2.2.4, 2.2.5, 2.2.6, 2.3.2, 2.3.4, 2.5.1, 2.5.4, 2.5.5, 3.1.5, 3.1.7, 3.2.3, 3.2.6, 3.3.1, 3.3.4, 3.3.5, 3.4.3, 3.7.2, 

	Math:
	K1.3, K1.6, K1.9, K2.1, K6.1, K6.3, 1.2.1,1.2.2, 1.2.7, 1.3.1, 1.3.2, 1.6.1, 1.6.3, 2.2.1,2.2.2, 2.2.3, 2.6.3, 2.6.4, 3.2.1, 3.2.2, 3.2.3, 3.3.1,3.3.2, 3.3.3, 3.3.6, 


