Novel Resource 5 
by:  Erika Eldridge
	Title:
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	Rodman Philbrick

	Publisher:
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	Copyright Date:
	2004


	About the Author:

(Interesting facts, etc)
	Used to write adult novels, mystery and suspense thrillers, then switched to young adult literature in 1998.  Writes with his wife as well.  Has boats in his background and lives on the Eastern coast in Maine and Fla.—near water.

	Web Address:
	rodmanphilbrick.com, but the email portion was disabled due to issues.

	E-Mail:

Mailing Address:
	c/o www.scholatic.com
P.O Box 4149 Portsmouth, NH 03802-4149

	Picture:
	


Author on right

	Connection to the Book:
	Loves boats, fishing, and WATER 

	Other books by this author:
	Freak the Mighty, The House on Cherry Street, The Werewolf Chronicles, The Last Book in the Universe


	Annotation:
	The Young Man and the Sea is a book about emotion and adversity.  The story is relatable to any child who has lost a parent, dealt with alcoholism and bullies, and felt the reward of a job well done.  At times, the story is almost poetic.  Other times, the blunt ungrammatical wording shocks you back to the reality and struggle of the young hero of the book. This book and life are both full of surprises and not all of them good.  Skiff is learning that the hard way with the death of his mother, the sinking of the family boat and the challenges faced with an arch nemesis cutting your lobster lines, and of course a giant whopper of a fish.   However, sometimes in the face of your greatest adversity, a good surprise occurs—like a giant tuna and your father to your rescue.  


	Booktalk:
	Skiff is only twelve, but because his father is in deep mourning he is the caregiver.  But Skiff has a plan to get his and his father’s life back together after his mother’s death.  The only thing that stands in his way is a broken motor on the fishing boat that will cost $5000 to fix.  Skiff is trying to give it his all, but will that mean that he will have to give his life too?  


	Characters:
	Name & Age:
	Relationship to other characters:
	Personality traits:

	
	Samuel “Little Skiff” Beaman, 12 
	Main character
	Does whatever he sets his mind to

	
	Mary Rose
	Beamans’ boat, friend to Skiff
	Enduring, symbol of tradition and happiness

	
	Skiff Beaman

	Father
	Drunk, grieving

	
	Mr Woodwell, 94
Capt. Keelson, elderly
	Friend to the Beamans, boat builder
	Slow, methodical, kindly

	
	Parker Beal, Tyler  Croft
	Nemesis to Skiff, obstacles to overcome
	Cruel

	
	Skiff’s mom, dead
	The voice in Skiff’s head
	Strong willed, caring


	Conflict:
	Skiff needs to make money in order to repair the family fishing boat and encourage his father to get up off the couch.


	Conflict Resolution:
	Skiff catches a 900 lb.  Bluefin Tuna—the biggest on record, and is found by his father who DID get off the couch for his son.


	Genre:
	Adventure/Survival


	You’ll love these:
	Same genre / interest level:
	Julie of the Wolves, The Dead Man in Indian Creek

	
	By same author:
	Freak the Mighty


	Interest level / reading level:
	From www.perma-bound.com:
	IL5-9 /RL4.5 


	Read-aloud pages/passage:
	Chapter and page #:
	Description of action:

	
	1:10
	Skiff shows his true self to the reader by letting us in on his daily activities and thoughts

	
	3:23
	Skiff tells the reader that he has it all figured out, and lays out his grand plan

	
	17:120-121
	Skiff introduces the reader to his mother’s three rules and other bits of knowledge for living well.


	Setting:
	Spinney Cove, Maine present times 


	Summary:
	Skiff Beaman is a twelve year old boy whose mother just dies, and whose father is a drunkard from mourning.  Once the family boat sinks, Skiff is not sure what to do.  His mother gave him 3 rules in life—one being to never give up.  So Skiff raises his boat, fixes what he can with the help of two elderly gentlemen, fishes for lobster, and goes after a big Bluefin Tuna.  This is all done with the hopes that his master plan of getting his father off the couch and back on deck will actually come to fruition, which it does.  It just doesn’t happen exactly as expected.  Skiff does get the fish, but only after a close call with the fish winning.  He does get his father off of the couch and sober.  Last, but not least, he does get his precious boat repaired.  In the end, Skiff suffers some mighty stressful situations only to be rewarded with all that his heart desires. 


	Point of View:
	First person


	Theme:
	Never give up


	Across the Curriculum Connections:

	Subject:
	Suggested Activities:
	Resources:

	Science
	Applying some simple physics, raise a toy boat from a tub of water.  
	Text books, this novel

	Health
	Research alcoholism and treatment
	http://www.alcoholismtreatment.org/, http://www.alcoholism.nu/, http://www.lontraprods.com/county-14520/alcoholism_information_&_treatment_centers/ripley.htm


	Activities:
	Group Size
	Description:

	Raising your boat
	Individual

	Students will design and create a blue print for a way to raise a boat in an identical set of circumstance.  They will use basic principles of physics and nature researched in the computer lab for their idea.  http://csep10.phys.utk.edu/astr161/lect/time/tides.html, http://www.angelfire.com/nh/starfleetacadamy/bouyancy.html, http://www.grc.nasa.gov/WWW/K-12/WindTunnel/Activities/buoy_Archimedes.html   
They will state the law of Physics that they are using, describe it, and implement it.  The assignment will culminate with them actually creating their theory and applying it to a toy boat in a tub of water.  There will be several stations set up identically.  The students will peer each other with a set rubric and brainstorm reasons why it worked or not.


	Researching alcoholism
	Individual/small groups

	Due to the prevalence of alcoholism one can be certain that it has affected every child in some form.  The students will write a diary entry about a situation that has affected them individually and directly.  They will them research the disease, treatments, and signs for which to look.  http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/alcoholism.html, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alcoholism
  They will then write another entry into their diary discussing how they could have seen what was happening, can help if possible, and avoid situations in the future.  The class will then go to a homeless shelter, in supervised small groups, and work with individuals struggling with the disease (directly or indirectly).  After their trip, another diary entry will be written regarding their new found experiences and how they felt before and after this exposure.



	Discussion Questions:
	Question
	Type of Question

	Pre-Reading:
	What would you do if you had just lost a parent and the other was mourning and everything was falling apart?  Would you have anyone to depend on, and how would you get through all the responsibilities?
	Analyze

	Post-reading:
	Was it worth it and why?  Was all that Skiff went through worth seeing his father coming to his rescue.
	Opinion

	First 1/3 of book:
	Skiff is under way with his business venture, but not with his father.  Why is he feeling the need to cover for his father and in how many ways does he do so. 
	Cause/effect, comprehension

	Second 1/3 of book:
	Something is always driving Skiff to keep going.  There are days he doesn’t want to hear anything.  What force do we see guiding this  young boy
	Comprehension

	Last 1/3 of book:
	As of page 178, Skiff is rowing because his motor is not working.  He is cold, he is wet, he has barely any food, and a long way to go.  What is going to happen to him?  
	Predicting


	Language (spelling/vocabulary):
	Term
	Definition

	Dictionary.com
	Bilge
	The lowest inner part of a ship’s hull

	15
	Swampers
	“Folks who lived in shacks near the salt marsh or on the creek, and got by digging clams and trapping crabs and lobster and selling salt hay to the farmers.”

	Dictionary.com
	Barnacle
	Crustacean that is hard shelled and remain attached to submerged surface in the adult stage

	46
	Memento
	Token of friendship

	Dictionary.com
	Keel
	One of the main beams in the hull of a vessel

	Dictionary.com
	Hull
	Frame or body of a ship


	Indiana Standards met by novel content:
	

	English/Language Arts:
	6.1.4, 6.2.3, 6.3.5 ,6.3.7,  7.1.3,7.3.3,  7.3.4, 8.3.7, 8.3.5, 

	Science:
	6.2.4, 6.3.20, 6.5.2, 7.1.1, 7.1.3, 7.3.16       8.1.3, 8.2.1, 8.2.6
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