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	About the Author:

(Interesting facts, etc)
	Joseph Bruchac lives in Greenfield Center, New York at the foothills of the Adirondack Mountains.  He is part American Indian (Abenaki), Slovak and English.  He earned a B.A. from Cornell University, a M.A. in Literature and Creative Writing from Syracuse, and a Ph.D. in Comparative Literature from the Union Institute of Ohio.  He spent several years teaching in Ghana, West Africa, and in various colleges around New York.  He and his wife Carol are the founders of the Greenfield Review Literary Center and The Greenfield Review Press.  He has written over 70 books for adults and children and received many awards for his stories.  Many of his books are based on his Abenaki heritage.  As a professional storyteller, his focus is on the tales of the Adirondacks and Native people of the Northeastern Woodlands.



	Web Address:
	http://www.josephbruchac.com/

	E-Mail:

Mailing Address:
	nudatlog@earthlink.net
P.O. Box 308, Greenfield Center, NY 12833
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	Connection to the Book:
	Joseph Bruchac’s great-grandfather, Louis Bowman, was born in St. Francis, the setting for this story.  His wife’s family are also ancestors of white people who married in among the Abenakis.  Mr. Bruchac’s curiosity with untold or misinterpreted events of history have compelled him to research and write about such stories which are often told by only one point of view.



	Other books by this author:
	Indian Mountain (poems) 

The Buffalo in the Syracuse Zoo (poems) 

The Poetry of Pop (nonfiction) 

Great Meadow Poems 

The Manabozho Poems 

Turkey Brother and Other Iroquois Folk Tales 

Flow (poems) 

The Road to Black Mountain (fiction) 

This Earth Is a Drum (poems) 

The Dreams of Jesse Brown (fiction) 

Stone Giants and Flying Heads: Adventure Stories of the Iroquois 

There Are No Trees inside the Prison (poems) 

Mu'ndu Wi Go (poems) 

Entering Onondaga (poems) 

The Good Message of Handsome Lake (poems) 

Translators' Son (poems) 

How to Start and Sustain a Literary Magazine 

Ancestry (poems) 

Remembering the Dawn (poems) 

Iroquois Stories: Heroes and Heroines, Monsters and Magic 

The Wind Eagle (traditional stories) 

Walking with My Sons (poems) 

Tracking (poems) 

Near the Mountains (poems) 

Survival This Way: Interviews with American Indian Poets 

The Faithful Hunter and Other Abenaki Stories 

The White Moose (fiction) 

Langes Gedachtnis/Long Memory (poems) 

(With Michael Caduto) Keepers of the Earth 

(With Michael Caduto) Keepers of the Animals 

Return of the Sun: Native American Tales from the Eastern Woodlands 

Native American Stories 

Hoop Snakes, Hide-Behinds, and Sidehill Winders (folk stories) 

(With Jonathan London) Thirteen Moons on Turtle's Back 

Turtle Meat and Other Stories 

The First Strawberries 

Fox Song 

Dawn Land (novel) 

Flying with the Eagle, Racing the Great Bear (traditional stories) 

Native American Animal Stories 

The Native American Sweat Lodge (traditional stories) 

The Great Ball Game 

(With Michael Caduto) Keepers of the Night 

(With Michael Caduto) Keepers of Life 

(With Gayle Ross) The Girl Who Married the Moon (traditional stories) 

A Boy Called Slow 

The Earth under Sky Bear's Feet 

Gluskabe and the Four Wishes 

(With Gayle Ross) The Story of the Milky Way 

Dog People: Native Dog Stories 

Long River (novel) 

Native Wisdom 

Native Plant Stories 

The Boy Who Lived with the Bears: And Other Iroquois Stories 

Between Earth and Sky: Legends of Native American Sacred Places 

The Maple Thanksgiving 

Children of the Longhouse (novel) 

Roots of Survival: Native American Storytelling and the Sacred 

The Circle of Thanks (traditional stories) 

Four Ancestors: Stories, Songs, and Poems 

(With Michael Caduto) Native American Gardening 

(With Melissa Fawcett) Makiawisug: Gift of the Little People 

Many Nations: An Alphabet of Native America 

Bowman's Store (autobiography) 

Eagle Song (novel) 

Lasting Echoes: An Oral History of Native American People 

Tell Me a Tale: A Book about Storytelling 

The Arrow over the Door (fiction; for children) 

Buffalo Boy (biography) 

The Heart of a Chief: A Novel (for children) 

The Waters Between: A Novel of the Dawn Land 

(With James Bruchac) When the Chenoo Howls: Native-American Tales of Terror (traditional stories) 

No Borders (poems) 

Seeing the Circle (autobiography) 

The Trail of Tears 

Trails of Tears, Paths of Beauty 

(With James Bruchac) Native American Games and Stories 

Crazy Horse's Vision 

Pushing Up the Sky: Seven Native American Plays for Children 

Sacajawea: The Story of Bird Woman and the Lewis and Clark Expedition 

Squanto's Journey: The Story of the First Thanksgiving 

(With James Bruchac) How Chipmunk Got His Stripes 

Skeleton Man 

The Journal of Jesse Smoke: A Cherokee Boy 

Seasons of the Circle: A Native American Year 

Navajo Long Walk: The Tragic Story of a Proud People's Forced March from Their Homeland 

Foot of the Mountain 

Our Stories Remember: American Indian History, Culture, and Values through Storytelling 

Pocahontas (novel) 

(With James Bruchac) Turtle's Race with Beaver: A Traditional Seneca Story 

Above the Line (poetry) 

Hidden Roots (novel) 

Jim Thorpe's Bright Path (biography) 

(With Thomas Locker) Raccoon's Last Race: A Traditional Abenaki Story 

(With James Bruchac) Rachel Carson: Preserving a Sense of Wonder 

A Code Talker's Story 

Dark Pond


	Annotation:
	     During the invasion of his village by the Bostoniaks, Saxso leaves his mother and sisters in a safe place at the bottom of a ravine in order to help a friend.  Unfortunately, when it is all over, he finds out that they have been captured.  Saxso feels that he has failed in his duty to protect his family.  Now, it is up to him to save them.

     Joseph Bruchac has found a creative way to tell the other side of the story.  In this book, Saxso, a 14 year-old Abenaki Indian, recounts the ordeal of surviving an invasion by the English and rescuing his family from captivity during the French and Indian War.  The story is rooted in the author’s own heritage, being part Abenaki Indian.  Also, his great-grandfather was born in the village where this story takes place.  As he draws upon his own culture, his readers are able to appreciate the customs and traditions of a different way of life.



	Book talk:
	Saxso must save his family.  The Bostoniaks have raided his village and taken his family hostage.  Now, it is up to Saxso to rescue them.



	Characters:
	Name & Age:
	Relationship to other characters:
	Personality traits:

	
	Saxso – 14 years-old
	Main character
	Man of the family since his father died several years earlier, determined to find his mother and sisters, feels responsible for their capture

	
	Mother – adult 
	Saxso’s mother
	Wise, teaches Saxso many life lessons through stories

	
	Katrin – 8 years-old
	Saxso’s younger sister
	Stubborn, know-it-all, but still clings to mother since father’s death

	
	Marie-Jeanne – early teen
	Saxso’s sister
	Pretty, beginning to be aware of her beauty, more independent than Katrin

	
	Worrier – elder 
	Elder in the village
	Still wears traditional clothes and sleeps in wigwam, concerned about welfare of village

	
	Piel and Antoine – teens
	Saxso’s friends
	Help with fighting off the Bostoniak attack

	
	Beaver’s Tail
	Saxso’s great-grandfather
	Wise, recounts historical information about Bostoniak to Saxso

	
	Father Roubaud
	Priest
	French missionary priest who serves in the St. Francis village

	
	Samadagwis
	Stockbridge Indian
	Used to live with the Abenaki Indians at St. Francis, warned Saxso of the attack

	
	Chief Joseph-Louis Gill
	Chief of St. Francis
	White man who married daughter of Abenaki chief, strong-willed, ate the heart of a rattlesnake

	
	Pierre Ktsi Awasos
	Saxso’s uncle
	Strong, smart, worked in the militia with the French

	
	Bostoniaks
	Abenaki name for the English and American colonist
	Brutal, uncaring, greedy, want the land of the Abenaki Indians

	
	Roger’s Rangers
	The Bostoniak group that attacked 

St. Francis
	Hungry and desperate

	
	Stockbridge Indians
	Other Indians that worked for the Bostoniaks
	Traitor to their Indian cousins


	Conflict:
	During the invasion of his village by the Bostoniaks, Saxso leaves his mother and sisters in a safe place at the bottom of a ravine in order to help a friend.  Unfortunately, when it is all over, he finds out that they have been captured.  Saxso feels that he has failed in his duty to protect his family.


	Conflict Resolution:
	After receiving help from his uncle and a village elder, the Worrier, Saxso sets out to rescue his mother and sisters.  With the guidance of the Worrier, he chooses the correct path along the river and tracks the rangers holding his family.  Saxso devises a plan to separate his family from their captors and they escape successfully.


	Genre:
	Historical Fiction

	You’ll love these:
	Same genre / interest level:
	The French and Indian War, 1660-1763 by Christopher Collier

I am Regina by Sally Keehn

Indian Captive: the story of Mary Jemison by Lois Lenski

Look to the Hills: the diary of Lozette Moreau, a French slave girl by Pat McKissack

Robert Rogers: Rogers’ Rangers and the French and Indian War by Jennifer Quasha

The French and Indian War by Andrew Santella

The Last of the Mohicans by Eliza Gatewood Warren

The Abenaki by Elaine Landau



	
	By same author:
	Code Talker: a novel about the Navajo Marines of WW2

The Dark Pond

The Girl Who Married the Moon: tales from Native North America

The Heart of a Chief

Jim Thorpe: original All-American

The Journal of Jesse Smoke: a Cherokee Boy

Pocahontas

Sacajawea: the story of Bird Woman and the Lewis and Clark Expedition

Skeleton Man

The Warriors

Whisper in the Dark



	Interest level / reading level:
	From www.perma-bound.com:
	Interest level – grades 5 – 9, Reading level – grade 5.5

	
	From Bound to Stay Bound Catalog:
	Age Range – 10 – 16


	Read-aloud pages/passage:
	Chapter and page #:
	Description of action:

	
	Page 11, last paragraph – page 13 split between sections
	Beaver’s Tail, Saxso’s great-grandfather, explains the first few encounters with the Bostoniaks.  The Bostoniaks thought the Abenaki Indians were cowards when they offered their weapons as a sign of respect.  The Bostoniaks wanted the land that the Abenaki lived on and therefore had to fight for it.  Beaver’s Tail describes an attack which slaughtered his village’s women and children while the men were hunting.

	
	Page 41, last paragraph – page 42, 1st two paragraphs
	Saxso and Simon have returned to fetch Simon’s daughter, Malian, who was accidentally left behind.  As they approach the house, little Malian is singing a lonesome song, not crying or running out to find help, which would alert the invaders.                               


	Setting:
	St. Francis village, along the St. Lawrence River (southern Quebec, southeastern Ontario, Canada), around 1755-1763 (French and Indian War time).


	Summary:
	During the invasion of his village by the Bostoniaks, Saxso, an Abenaki Indiana, leaves his mother and sisters in a safe place at the bottom of a ravine in order to help a friend.  Unfortunately, when it is all over, he finds out that they have been captured.  Saxso feels that he has failed in his duty to protect his family.  After receiving help from his uncle and a village elder, the Worrier, Saxso sets out to rescue his mother and sisters.  With the guidance of the Worrier, he chooses the correct path along the river and tracks the rangers holding his family.  Saxso devises a plan to separate his family from their captors and they escape successfully.



	Point of View:
	Saxso – first person

	Themes:
	French and Indian War, Abenaki Indians

	Across the Curriculum Connections:

	Subject:
	Suggested Activities:
	Resources:



	Abenaki Indians
	In this activity, students will learn about three Native American groups using archival documents, traditional stories, photos or artifacts, and recipes.  Students will also study the interaction between environment and culture.


	National Endowment for the Humanities: Edsitement in MarcoPolo

http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=324


	French and Indian War
	Even though these 7 lessons have been written for 4th grade, they can be adapted for any grade level.  Students will learn what caused the war, how boundaries changed, and which side they would choose if they were living at that time.


	Georgia Learning Connections:  French and Indian War

http://www.glc.k12.ga.us/BuilderV03/LPTools/LPShared/lpdisplay.asp?LPID=43410
http://www.glc.k12.ga.us/BuilderV03/LPTools/LPShared/lpdisplay.asp?LPID=43411
http://www.glc.k12.ga.us/BuilderV03/LPTools/LPShared/lpdisplay.asp?LPID=42721
http://www.glc.k12.ga.us/BuilderV03/LPTools/LPShared/lpdisplay.asp?LPID=42646
http://www.glc.k12.ga.us/BuilderV03/LPTools/LPShared/lpdisplay.asp?LPID=42650
http://www.glc.k12.ga.us/BuilderV03/LPTools/LPShared/lpdisplay.asp?LPID=44274
http://www.glc.k12.ga.us/BuilderV03/LPTools/LPShared/lpdisplay.asp?LPID=42719



	Activities:
	Group Size
	Description:

	
	Whole Class
	Invite a Native American educator to display and demonstrate various aspects of their culture.  In Indianapolis, the Eiteljorg Museum would be a great resource.




	Discussion Questions:
	Question
	Type of Question (comprehension, analysis, predicting, cause/effect)

	Pre-Reading:
	Why do you think the author chose the title, The Winter People?  What do you think this story is about? (Repeat this question at the end of the story.)
	Predicting

	Post-reading:
	Explain the transformation Saxso goes through during the story.  Describe his attitude and behavior.
	Comprehension

	First 1/3 of book:
	Who are the Bostoniaks?  Why do the Indians dislike them?
	Comprehension 



	Second 1/3 of book:
	Who is Samadagwis?  What happened to him?  Why?
	Comprehension, 

Cause / Effect

	Last 1/3 of book:
	How do Saxso and his mother communicate?  Is it effective?
	Comprehension / Analysis


	Language (spelling/vocabulary):
	Term
	Definition (found at www.dictionary.com)

	
	gaunt
	Thin and bony.

	
	wigwam
	A Native American dwelling commonly having an arched or conical framework overlaid with bark, hides, or mats.



	
	elders
	An older, influential member of a family, tribe, or community. 

	
	lodge
	Any of various Native American dwellings, such as a hogan, wigwam, or longhouse.

	
	Bostoniak
	Abenaki name for the English and American colonists.

	
	rawhide
	Untanned hide especially of cattle; cut in strips it is used for whips and ropes.

	
	Jesuit
	Roman Catholic Church. A member of the Society of Jesus.

	
	loincloth
	A strip of cloth worn around the loins (the region of the hips, groin, and lower abdomen).



	
	wampum
	Small cylindrical beads made from polished shells and fashioned into strings or belts.

	
	leggings
	A leg covering usually extending from the ankle to the knee and often made of material such as leather or canvas.

	
	catechism
	A book giving a brief summary of the basic principles of Christianity in question-and-answer form. 

	
	missionary
	One who is sent on a mission, especially one sent to do religious or charitable work in a territory or foreign country.

	
	ravine
	A deep narrow valley or gorge in the earth's surface worn by running water.

	
	gully
	A deep ditch or channel cut in the earth by running water after a prolonged downpour.

	
	talisman
	An object marked with magic signs and believed to confer on its bearer supernatural powers or protection.

	
	pewter
	Any of various alloys of tin with small amounts of other metals.

	
	tricorne
	A hat having the brim turned up on three sides.



	
	fusil
	A light flintlock musket.



	
	gorget
	Armor plate that protects the neck.

	
	chasm
	A deep, steep-sided opening in the earth's surface; an abyss or gorge.

	
	barren
	Lacking vegetation, especially useful vegetation.  Incapable of sustaining life.

	
	portage
	The carrying of boats and supplies overland between two waterways or around an obstacle to navigation.


	Indiana Standards met by novel content:


	

	English/Language Arts:
	6.1.4, 6.2.4, 6.2.6, 6.2.7, 6.3.2, 6.3.6, 6.3.8, 6.5.3, 6.6.4, 7.1.3, 7.2.4, 7.2.6, 7.3.2, 7.3.4, 8.1.3, 8.3.2

	Social Studies:
	6.1.16, 6.1.18, 6.1.19, 6.1.20, 6.3.15, 6.5.4, 6.5.8, 6.5.9, 8.1.1, 8.1.3, 8.1.26, 8.1.27, 8.1.28, 8.1.30
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