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(Interesting facts, etc)
	· Nancy Farmer used the nursery rhyme Jack and Jill as inspiration for The Sea of Trolls.
· While growing up, Farmer didn’t like writing but changed her mind when she realized her talent.
· Farmer was a chemistry teacher and insect pathology technician before becoming a writer.

· She had an unconventional childhood as she lived in a motel where she was surrounded by odd people.

· She won the 2002 National Book Award for Young People’s Literature for her book, The House of Scorpion.
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	Connection to the Book:
	Nancy Farmer’s connection to The Sea of Trolls is through her main character Jack and his unusual adventures.  Farmer grew up in an unconventional manner.  She lived in a hotel where she was exposed to a wide variety of people.   She had the opportunity to meet everyone from Rodeo Cowboys to Circus Clowns.  Nancy’s childhood is very reflective of Jack’s childhood where he is living with a traveling bard who teaches him magic.  Though Jack’s situation is a little more bizarre than Farmer’s, he still experiences things that many of his peers do not.  This was also true of Farmer.    In addition to the parallels between their childhoods, Nancy and Jack had some very interesting experiences as they matured.  Of course Jack’s takes place in a much shorter time span, but none the less they both seem willing to expand themselves past the obvious opportunities to find things that are unusual, unique, and sometimes odd.  In Jack’s case it would be trolls and magic, whereas Farmer investigated several interesting careers prior to becoming a writer.   Jack and his experiences are an opportunity for Farmer to communicate to her young readers an important lesson she learned very young; Different isn’t bad, it’s just different. 

	Other books by this author:
	Do You Know Me?, The Ear, The Eye, and The Arm, The House of the Scorpion, The Warm Place, A Girl Named Disaster


	Annotation:
	The Sea of Trolls is a fantasy perspective of a young man maturing to achieve more than he or those around him ever dreamed possible.  Jack is a farmer’s son who is chosen by the local bard to be his apprentice.  Jack’s father doesn’t have much faith in Jack’s success, but lets him try anyway.  When Jack and his younger sister Lucy are kidnapped by Viking Berserkers, Jack must use his wits and minimal knowledge of magic to save them.  He takes on a terrifying quest assigned him by the cruel half troll/half human queen of the Vikings with only the assistance of those who kidnapped him in the first place.  Much depends on Jack’s success, including the life of his sister who is scheduled to be a sacrifice to the goddess Freya if Jack should fail.  Jack questions his own ability as well as the motive of those aiding him in his efforts only to find his own talents and an understanding of others from different cultures.  In the end Jack succeeds in the Queen’s quest but her greed and self absorption backfire on her leaving her a ghastly beast roaming in the wild.  With this magic success and the added benefit of ridding the Vikings of this terrible ruler, Jack earns the respect of his captors as well as his and Lucy’s freedom.  When they return home, the respect Jack receives is not simply based on the fact that he was chosen as before, but on the basis that he has proven himself to be more than the lazy, shallow farm boy of before. 


	Booktalk:
	Close your eyes and imagine the monster that used to dwell in the edges of your mind, under your bed, or behind the closed closet door.  Do you remember lying in bed, the house completely dark and listening to every little creak and shudder?  Did you ever figure out what all those sounds were or did you just convince yourself in your maturity that they really weren’t anything of consequence?   Our technological progress has made it easy for us to deny monsters, but that was not true of Jack’s time.  Jack became aware of a darkening presence that could reach all the way across the sea to make him shudder.   By the time he really believed that this presence was simply more than a bad dream, it was too late.  Captured and tormented, Jack must use his wits and wisdom of magic to save not only himself but also his little sister.   The only problem is that his understanding of magic is much less than he led his captors to believe.  Jack must figure out how to survive the constant attack of his captors while trying to use his limited knowledge to figure out how to appease a troll, impress Norsemen Berserkers, and keep his little sister, Lucy, safe and sane.  With Lucy as the pet of a cruel troll queen, Jack undertakes a life of death quest to find magic that will help him free himself and his sister.   To make this endeavor more difficult, Jack is still seen as a slave and sent on his quest with his master, a group of crazed berserkers, and his arch enemy as his only assistance.   Jack isn’t sure he can keep himself alive let alone his little sister, but he is sure that he couldn’t live with himself if he fails.  


	Characters:
	Name & Age:
	Relationship to other characters:
	Personality traits:

	
	Jack
	Main character, apprentice to the bard, brother to Lucy, slave to Olaf One Brow, enemy of Thorgill, age 11.
	Immature, unsure of himself, frustrated, curious, scared.

	
	Thorgill
	Norse Shield maiden, orphan living in Olaf One Brow’s home, tormentor of Lucy, enemy of Jack, age 12. 
	Crude, quick to react, strong, outcast, distant on purpose, driven, brave.

	
	Olaf One Brow
	Norseman captain who captured Jack and Lucy on the raid of their village, head of a Norse family, leader among men and of the Queen’s berserkers, Thorgill’s mentor.
	Jolly, wise, full of life, kind in a Viking way, brave, and honorable.

	
	The Bard
	Mentor of Jack, caretaker of Jack’s village in matters of nature and magic (Irish Druid), enemy of Frith, also known as Dragon Tongue.
	Wise, clever, witty, caring.

	
	Queen Frith
	Wife of Ivar the Boneless, shape shifting half troll, daughter of the troll queen.
	Mean, selfish, manipulative, hurtful, childish.

	
	Lucy
	Sister of Jack, thrall of Thorgill, prisoner of the queen, age 5. 
	Immature, delusional, spoiled, whiny, needs to be center of attention.


	Conflict:
	Jack, a bard’s apprentice, and his sister Lucy are kidnapped by Viking berserkers who have come to sack and pillage their village.  They are taken to the Vikings’ homeland where their half troll queen insists on Jack and Lucy being made gifts to her and the king.  In the course of navigating this exchange, Jack’s position as a bard is exposed and his poor command of magic costs the queen her beautiful hair.   Queen Frith takes Lucy for a sacrifice and will kill her if Jack does not succeed at a quest to find the appropriate magic to replace her hair by the date of the sacrifice ceremony.


	Conflict Resolution:
	Jack goes on the quest assigned by the evil queen where he must go into the Troll’s kingdom to retrieve magic from Miimir’s well.  Jack’s only help is that of the berserkers who kidnapped him and a surly shield maiden intent on torturing him at every opportunity.  They begin their quest into the Troll country and were soon faced with a Troll Bear that kills Olaf One Brow, leaving Jack with no one but Thorgill the Shield Maiden to assist him.  Fighting and fussing all the way, they manage to sneak past a mother dragon along with several other challenges to reach the land of the Trolls and the castle of the Troll Queen (Frith’s Mother).  They convince the Queen and her court to let them retrieve the magic from the well and make it back in time to save Lucy.  When they return and instruct the evil Queen Frith on the spell needed to regain her hair, she is greedy and is instead turned into a hairy beast who runs away to the woods.  The Vikings are again happy and see Jack as a hero.  They set Lucy and Jack free and return them home where Jack is greeted with a new respect.


	Genre:
	The Sea of Trolls is a selection from the fantasy genre.


	You’ll love these:
	Same genre / interest level:
	Ender’s Game by Orson Scott, any of the Harry Potter Series by J.K.Rowling, and The Car by Gary Paulsen

	
	By same author:
	Do You Know Me?, The Ear, The Eye, and The Arm, The House of the Scorpion, The Warm Place, A Girl Named Disaster


	Interest level / reading level:
	From www.perma-bound.com:
	Reading Level        4.7
Interest Level         5-9


	Read-aloud pages/passage:
	Chapter and page #:
	Description of action:

	
	Page 103 through Page 104
	(Begin at the last full paragraph on 103 and read through the next to last paragraph on page 104.)  This passage describes Jack and Lucy’s imprisonment after being captured by Olaf One Brow.  They are on Olaf’s ship and Jack is considering the worst of their tormentors, Thorgill, the shield maiden.  Thorgill is a young lady who is worst than any of the big gross Norsemen around them as she doesn’t seem to know she is a girl and tries very hard to fit in by cursing, farting, and spitting.

	
	Page 200 through Page 202
	(Begin at the second full paragraph on 200 and read through the second full paragraph on 202.)  This passage describes Thorgill’s place in the Norse society and Olaf One Brow’s house.  She is an orphan and sees only the king’s dogs as her family.   Even Olaf who took her into his home and family does not receive her respect out of gratitude, but out of spite and fear.  

	
	Page 290 through Page 291
	(Begin at the last full paragraph on 290 and read through the next to the last paragraph on page 291.)  This passage describes Jack and Thorgill on their quest to the Troll Kingdom.  They are freezing as the Troll’s prefer cold to hot and Jack uses the magic of the earth to warm them.  Thorgill is surprised at his ability. 


	Setting:
	The Sea of Trolls is set in 793AD.  This time in human history saw movement of the European tribes resulting in much mixing of cultures and religions.  During this time it was common that some of the older pagan religions existed alongside Christianity.  Sometimes the lines between the pagan beliefs and Christian ceremony were so blurred that the two existed harmoniously together.  Due to these blurring lines, superstition was strong and often supported by the local religions.  

This is blending was especially true of the area that is the stage for The Sea of Trolls.  The story begins and ends in Jack’s village which is located in what we now know as the British countryside.  The middle portion of this story takes place in the coastal villages of the Vikings and the Trolls.  Both of these cultures/communities exist in what we would now recognize as Sweden with the Viking village located in the Southern portion and the Troll village farther North up the Swedish coast.  


	Summary:
	Jack is a young boy who is chosen to become the apprentice of a Druid bard in his village.  This position earns him a respect and position within the community that he had not previously experienced.   It also allows him to leave home and his spoiled, irritating sister, Lucy, behind.  

During a magical type of fit, the bard realizes that the village is in danger.  He becomes aware of the coming raiders and the terror they will bring on the unprepared village.  When he shares this information with Jack, he is scared and doesn’t know what to do.  When the raiders arrive, Jack and Lucy are captured by Olaf One Brow.   The raiders that pillage Jack’s village are Norsemen and Olaf is their captain.    Lucy and Jack are forced on a across the sea to the Norsemen’s village where they are held as slaves.  Jack, as a bard, is treated better than most slaves and Lucy’s beauty and entertainment value have endeared her to Olaf so she is treated as something of a pet. 
When Olaf takes his plunder to pay respect to his king, Ivar the Boneless, the situation gets worse for Jack and Lucy.  Ivar’s queen, Frith is half Troll, half human, and very cruel.  She demands more than Olaf offers, specifically the things he thought to keep for himself.   When an argument begins and Jack’s situation as a bard is exposed, all magic breaks loose.  Olaf refuses Frith’s “suggestion” and through some magic, Frith loses her beautiful hair.  She blames the visiting party and takes Lucy as her own with the intention of sacrificing her to the Goddess Freya.   The only way to save Lucy is for Jack and Thorgill, a Norseman Shield Maiden who hates him, to go on a quest to seek magic from the land of the Troll’s and Mirmir’s well.  Jack and Thorgill must retrieve the magic but must first ask the permission of the Troll queen who is also Frith’s mother and the one who put her out of the Troll kingdom.  Jack and Thorgill undertake this quest during which Olaf One Brow is killed leaving them to complete the mission on their own.  They must learn their own strengths, discover some new ones, and work together to survive their mission.  
When they return to the Norse kingdom, Jack has the magic needed to restore Frith’s beauty.  Frith informs Jack that if it does not work, she will sacrifice his sister to the goddess the following day.  When the queen begins the process Jack described, her greed and selfishness drives her to not follow Jack’s instructions.  When the magic is finished, Frith is no longer a shape-shifting half Troll who can assume beauty, but a hideous hairy beast who can not even speak.  The Norsemen take Ivar the Boneless back to his castle and Jack and Lucy are freed.  When they arrive home, his family is grateful for his courage and skill that contributed to the care and return of Lucy and which they had questioned all along.


	Point of View:
	The Sea of Trolls uses a third person, objective, omniscient point of view to tell the story.


	Theme:
	Possible themes to be found in the Sea of Trolls are bravery, family, coming of age, and finding personal strength.  


	Across the Curriculum Connections:

	Subject:
	Suggested Activities:
	Resources:

	Language Arts
	Keeper’s of Jack’s Diary
	Student made response journals, crayons, pens, and pencils
(Response journals are made by taking 5 sheets of copy paper and folding them in a hamburger fashion.  Students should decorate the cover to reflect their knowledge of the Viking culture.  Staple the journal at the fold to keep pages together.)

	Social Studies
	Exploration of Viking cultures
	Internet access, encyclopedias, and United Streaming
(See attached study guide)

	Language Arts
	Watch Jack Grow – Character Development
	6 ½ foot long piece of butcher paper, magazines, crayons, markers, glue, pencils, and paper.
(See attached rubric and guide)


	Activities:
	Group Size
	Description:

	Watch Jack Grow – Character Develop.
	2-3 Students
	Goal: Students will learn about direct and indirect characterization used by authors to give readers a better understanding of the impact the character has on the story and the way a plot progresses.
Students will work together to create a life size representation of Jack.  One student in the group will lay on the paper while the others outline the student’s body.  Then students will decorate the figure with words, statements, pictures, and symbols that represents the development of Jack as a character.  Students will also hand write as a group an explanation of the items they added to their representation of Jack as the story progressed.  

	Exploration of Viking Cultures
	Individual
	Goal: Students will develop a background understanding of the Viking culture which is reflective of the group that kidnaps Jack and Lucy in The Sea of Trolls.  This will assist students in understanding some of the references and practices the author has used in the plot of the story.
Students will use various informational texts to explore the Viking culture.  They will draw conclusions about the research completed by the author of The Sea of Trolls and the degree of realism the story reflects.  Students will complete a study guide that will be used to construct a class book of information on this culture.
Teacher Note: Recommended sources of information-

United Streaming 

http://www.unitedstreaming.com  Videos titled as follows:

Viking Warriors 12:59 running time   Grades 6-8

Exploring the World: Viking Explorers  19:48 running time (includes a teacher’s guide) Grades 9-12

Websites: PBS Nova     http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/vikings/
                  Smithsonian Institute    http://www.mnh.si.edu/vikings/
                  BBC of the UK    http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/vikings/

	Keeper of Jack’s Diary
	Individual
	Goal: Students will develop a personal connection to the characters and the story by bringing Jack’s story to life.  They will also exercise critical thinking and problem solving in trying to design solutions to the trials Jack faces.
Students will maintain a diary type of journal where they will make entries after each reading section.  Students should put themselves in Jack’s place and try to devise solutions to the trials Jack faces using creativity and imagination.


	Discussion Questions:
	Question

	Pre-Reading:
	What would you do if you were taken to a strange land against your will?  What can you do that may help you survive?  How would you care for a younger brother or sister? 

	Post-reading:
	What do you think about the way that Jack’s family received him upon his return?  What would you have done different on this adventure from what Jack did?  What could the author have done in the telling of this story to make it more interesting or entertaining to you?

	First 1/3 of book:
	How is Jack perceived by his father and mother? What do you think of the way Jack’s family perceives him?  Do you think Jack is confident, why or why not?   Do you think he will be able to keep Lucy alive and well through this adventure? 

	Second 1/3 of book:
	Why is Thorgill so obnoxious and who is she trying to impress with this behavior?  What could she have done differently to make a better impression on those she hoped to impress?  If you were in a similar position, how would you present yourself and why?  Is Jack doing the same thing at any point in his journey?  How?

	Last 1/3 of book:
	Why did Frith not follow Jack’s instructions?  Do you think it was fair of Jack and the others not to remind her of the error when they noticed her straying from the instructions, why or why not?   What is the most important thing Jack learned on this adventure?  Why is this the most important thing and how will he use it?


	Language (spelling/vocabulary):
	Term
	Definition

	
	Bard
	Celtic priests of a pagan religion that existed along side Christianity for a time.

	
	Troll
	An imaginary creature described to be large, a green or brown color, with large feet and numerous moles.  It is said that they have a surly disposition and favor goats or humans for food.  

	
	Berserker
	An elite group of Norse soldiers that were sent into battle first to demoralize the enemy and with the intent to take out as many enemy soldiers as possible prior to being killed. 

	
	Skald
	The Viking form of Bard.  Not so focused on magic as poetry and song that would ensure the fame and remembrance of an individual. 

	
	Graffisk
	A Norse delicacy made of rotten putrid fish.  Reflective of a real Eskimo dish that rots whale blubber for consumption.

	
	Midwife
	A woman that serves the community by assisting in the home delivery of babies.  Sometimes used instead of a doctor.

	
	Saxons
	An Englishman or lowlander originating from Germanic tribes that populated England in the first millennium.

	
	Abomination
	Something causing abhorrence or disgust. 

	
	Fjords
	A long narrow deep sea inlet between steep cliffs.

	
	Yggdrassil
	A magical tree that passes through nine worlds recognized by the Norsemen and through which all earthly magic is filtered.

	
	Kindaskitur
	A pile of sheep droppings.

	
	Picts
	A scary elusive group of people whose skin is covered with blue designs.

	
	Dawdling
	Taking one’s time and not hurrying to complete a task.

	
	Thrall
	Norse term for slave or human property.

	
	Valhalla
	Viking heaven.


	Indiana Standards met by novel content:
	

	English/Language Arts:
	6.1.4, 6.2.4, 6.2.7, 6.3.1, 6.3.2, 6.3.5, 6.6.5, 6.3.6, 6.3.9, 6.4.1, 6.4.5, 6.4.6, 6.4.8, 6.4.9, 6.4.10, 6.5.1, 6.5.2., 6.5.6, 6.5.8, 6.6.4, 6.6.5, 7.1.3, 7.2.7, 7.3.2,7.3.3, 7.3.4, 7.3.5, 7.4.3,,7.4.5,7.4.8, 7.4.9, 7.4.10, 7.5.1, 7.5.2, 7.6.5, 7.6.8, 7.6.9,8.1.3, 8.2.9, 8.3.2, 8.3.3, 8.3.5, 8.3.8, 8.4.4, 8.4.8, 8.4.9, 8.5.1, 8.5.2, 8.6.5,8.6.6, 8.6.7

	Math:
	N/A

	Science:
	N/A

	Social Studies:
	6.1.3, 6.1.21, 7.3.1, 


The Sea of Trolls Diary Rubric

Student Name:________________________

Due Date:____________________________

Turned in on time?              

 Yes _______

No _______




____/6points__

First Person POV?


All ________
           Some______             None_______

____/9  points__

Content is reflective of 

character as he develops 

throughout the story
 and 

expresses a comprehensive 

understanding his effect on 

the plot


.     
All ________

Some ______

None______

____/15 points__

Content expresses the 

Student’s understanding 

of the text.



All ________

Some _______
None ______

____/10 points__
 










Total Points Earned                        _____/40 points ___

Notes:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Watch Jack Grow
Group Members: _____________________________________________________________________________

Due Date:____________________________

Turned in on time?               
Yes _______

No _______




____/6points__

Is the character 

complete?  Coverage of

area with relevant info.

All ________
           Some______             None_______

____/9  points__

Character components 

are communicated in a variety 

of ways.   Example: symbolic, 

literal, through color, etc.                  All ________

Some ______

None______

____/10 points__

Students provide a collaborative

written explanation of their 

character representation of Jack.
All ________

Some _______
None ______

____/10 points__
Written work reflects correct 

spelling, capitalization, and use 

of grammar.



All________

Some________
None______

____/5 points__
 






Total Points Earned Per Group Member                        _____/40 points ___

Notes:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Student Name:_______________________





Class Period: _____________________________
Exploring the World of the Berserkers

Using the information sources noted on the overhead/front board, learn about the Viking Berserkers that have kidnapped Jack and Lucy.  Use this information when making your diary entries to help in your responses to Jack’s adventures and challenges.

1. List 3 things you find unusual about the Viking culture.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Why did they raid and pillage other villages and cultures?  What did this activity involve?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What position did women hold in this society?  How were they treated and why?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What technology did the Vikings have that they used in their daily lives?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
On the back of this sheet, explain what you have learned that may help Jack and Lucy while being held captive by the Vikings.   Be creative and explain your thinking, use complete sentences, appropriate spelling and grammar.
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