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Interesting Facts:  “Richard Peck was described by The Washington Post as “America’s best living author for young adults.”  He is the first children’s writer ever to have been awarded a National Humanities Medal.  The author of more than thirty books, he has also won the Margaret A. Edwards Award for lifetime achievement in young-adult literature, the Newbery Medal (for A Year Down Yonder), a Newbery Honor (for A Long Way from Chicago), and has twice been a finalist for the Nationalist Book Award, among countless other honors.  He lives in New York City.”  Exerpt from (Peck, Richard.  The Teacher’s Funeral.   P. 195)
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Connection to the Book:  Richard Peck dedicates this book to his mother, who began her
education in 1912 in a one-room country schoolhouse, and to his father’s memory.  When

his mother first introduced his father to her family, he came dressed in town clothes.  
However, Peck is quick to note that his father was “a more successful suitor that Eugene 

Hammond, who vanishes, unchosen, from this story into the urbanity of Terre Haute and the technology of the internal combustion engine.”   Exerpt from (Peck, Richard.  The Teacher’s Funeral.   P. 193)
Other Books by this Author:  The River Between Us, Fair Weather, A Year Down Under, and A Long Way From Chicago  (This lists just a few.  For a more complete reference of Richard Peck’s work, please visit http://richardpeck.smartwriters.com/index.2ts?page=portfolio )
Annotation:  A realistic piece of fiction set in a rural Indiana town at the turn of the 20th  Century, this book offers an accurate look at what country life would have been like for a young kid to have grown up on a farm in rural Indiana in 1904.  Richard Peck’s use of vocabulary describing the countryside, farmlife, and schoolhouse add to the authenticity of the book. 

Booktalk:  Russell thought he got his big break when his teacher “up and died” just before the start of the school year.  Now he wouldn’t have to finish school and he could live out his dream by moving to the Dakotas and threshing wheat.  But not only did the school board destroy his plans by finding a new teacher, but they found his older sister Tansy who was on his case all the time already.  How would he ever survive this one?  Pick up a copy of The Teacher’s Funeral today to find out how 15 year old Russell Culver survives this unforgettable comedy about life, learning, and making the best of things.
Characters:  

Russell Culver, 15   Russell is the main character.  He is immature yet hardworking.  He desires to move away to live out his dreams but never quite makes it out.  However, his success in the end is measured not by leaving town but rather by staying in town and completing his education.      

Charlie Parr, 15     Charlie is Russell’s best friend.  He is a bit more mature than Russell, as he seems satisfied and content to remain in Indiana.  He is county-smart which means most of the lessons he has learned have been gained from life experiences as opposed to lessons learned in the classroom.  Those lessons take him on to service in the church when he grows up.

Lloyd Russel, 13    Lloyd is Russell’s younger brother.  His personality is much like Russell’s.  In fact, it is Russell’s influence on him that determines Lloyd’s success in life.  Lloyd is determined to take the same life path that Russell chooses, so when Russell decides to stay put and devote himself to his education, Lloyd follows.
Miss Myrt Arbuckle, the students speculate she is in her 40’s…old!  She was a very hard-nosed teacher, apparently a very good teacher generating respect among the parents and school board, however, her demeanor brought much ire from her students.  Her character is very short lived as she dies on the first page of the book.

Tansy Culver, 17    Tansy is Russell and Lloyd’s older sister and the new teacher.  She is very mature and understands at a very young age the importance of a solid education.   She has acquired a very maternal instinct due to the death of her mother and thus, develops an even stronger desire to see her two younger brothers succeed in their education.  
Mr. Culver, approximately in his 40’s      He is Russell, Tansy, and Lloyd’s father.  Mr. Culver is a very hard-working, dedicated father.  He is determined to show Russell what leaving home could do to him by taking him to the railroad depot where many of the migrant workers live and try to survive.  He tries to instill in Russell a life-lesson…things are not always greener on the other side of the fence.  
Aunt Maud, approximately in her 50’s   She is an aunt to Russell, Tansy and Lloyd.  She also becomes a surrogate mother to the children following the death of their mother.  She is very witty, and we find in the end of the book that she is poet.  She has a very good outlook and perspective on life most likely allowing her to live to the “ripe old age” of 103.  

Conflict:  External Conflict:  The external conflict in this book focuses on one small town’s inability to keep up with changing times and technological advances and whether the education in a one-room school house is sufficient to provide the students necessary skills for their futures.  At the time, most of the students were expected to continue faming tradition as did generations before them; however, with the changes happening, many would take different routes in life.  
Internal Conflict:  The internal conflict is narrowed to one child’s perspective of change, that of Russell Culver, who at the age of 15 is enamored by the new threshing machine he sees come through his town.  He is set on leaving his small hometown in Parke County, Indiana, to be a wheat thresher in the Dakota’s.  Russell feels that his education will do  little in preparing him for the future he envisions and will keep him from living out his dream, and he desires to “get out” while he can.  
Conflict Resolution:  External Conflict:  The end of the book briefly mentions how life turns out for a few of the major characters.  Obviously, the small town upbringing and education did not have the negative repercussions against the kids one would envision it would have, but rather, their education provided them well to lead successful, well-adjusted lives.  The impact of small-town upbringing allowed those characters to make better lives for themselves and truly break the mold of they typical Podunk stereotype.  
Internal Conflict Resolution:  Once again, the internal conflict resolution narrows to the small picture of Russell Culver.  Due to the strong will of his older sister and new teacher Tansy, Russell continues with his education.   He far exceeds his life dreams of being a wheat thresher in the Dakotas by not only passing the eighth grade exam but graduating from Rockville High School and later, Purdue University.  But perhaps the most important accomplishment Russell fulfills is being someone his younger brother can look up to and pattern his own life around.   

Genre:  The Teacher’s Funeral is a story of realistic fiction and family stories.

If You Liked The Teacher’s Funeral, You’ll Love:  Ida B: and Her Plans to Maximize Fun, Avoid Disaster, and (Possibly) Save the World by Katherine Hannigan, Loser by Jerry Spinelli, One Day in the Desert by Jean Craighead George, Just Call Me Stupid by Tom Birdseye, or Red Kayak by Priscilla Cummings

Interest Level/Reading Level:  

Interest Level  5-9     Reading Level 4.7   per www.perma-bound.com
Age Level  10-14    Grade Level  5-9   
per http://www.btsb.com/Library/Showcase/AuthorDetail.php?ID=262& 
Read-Aloud Passage:  Chapter 1 page 3

“If your teacher has to die, August isn’t a bad time for it.  You know August.  The corn is earring.  The tomatoes are ripening on the vine.  The clover’s in full bloom.  There’s a little less evening now, and that’s a warning.  You want to live everyday twice over because you’ll be back in the jailhouse at school before the end of the month.”

The school teacher suddenly dies a few weeks before the start of the school year which is a time to celebrate for the young students of a one room school house in rural Indiana.  This passage sets the tone for the novel.  Things do not always turn out as they appear in the beginning.  This story takes the reader through a roller coaster of ups and downs along the educational track of life and learning.  Hold on for one of the “wildest” rides of your life!
Setting:  The Teacher’s Funeral takes place in Parke County, Indiana, in 1904.  The premise of the book focuses on a one-room school house in rural Indiana.  For a visual comparison of the story, picture the television show Little House on the Prairie.  
Summary:  In rural Indiana, in 1904, 15 year old Russell Culver’s dreams of quitting school and joining a wheat-threshing crew seem to be perfect following the death of his teacher in August just before the new school year is to begin.  After all, why would the school board even bother starting a search for a new teacher for just six students in a one-room schoolhouse?  But Russell cannot believe the news when he discovers that not only have they replaced his old teacher, but it is none other than his older sister Tansy.  As bossy as she is at home, Russell cannot even imagine how miserable she will make his life in the classroom.  When Tansy successfully adapts from student to teacher and is prepared to take on the acting-out within her new classroom, Russell sees his future destroyed.  
But as the “laugh-out-loud” antics continue throughout the story, it is all put into perspective for Russell Culver when the journey is completed.  Not only does he finish school, continue on to high school and then on to college, he has no one to thank for his education and opportunity to succeed but that bossy, older sister of his, Tansy.  Looking back over his life, he made the right decisions, stayed in the right place, and maybe even learned a thing or two.  But who would have ever guessed him to be proud of staying in Indiana, settling just a ways away in Indianapolis and looking back over his life as happy times.  The Teacher’s Funeral is truly a very rewarding, enjoyable story about life, lessons, and milestones told with a sense of humor only Richard Peck could instill.  

Point of View:  The Teacher’s Funeral is told in first person through the eyes of the main character Russell Culver.  
Theme:  The theme of The Teacher’s Funeral centers on the coming of age of a 15 year old boy.  With no regard to setting, time period, or economic background, the theme is the same for any child “coming of age.”  Almost anyone feels the same pressures of escaping and getting away from where one grew up in order succeed and accomplish something.  That theme is merely set to comedy in a very heartwarming way throughout Richard Peck’s hilarious narrative.  
Across The Curriculum Connection:

Science:  
Class discussion covering the history of threshing wheat.  When did the process begin?  How was it done?  Why was it done?  What is wheat used for?  Have those changes varied any from 1904 to date?  Material can be researched in groups or as a class unit.  Perhaps even a local farmer could come into the class and discuss modern crops and machinery used as a comparison.  Class field trips to local museums containing old farm equipment could be introduced (budget allowing).  Reference information at  

http://www.next1000.com/family/EC/CG.thrashing.html 
Math:  
Many times when we analyze historical events or time periods, we look at modern day conveniences and compare them only monetarily to what we have available to us today.  For example, it is easy to look at the cost of a vehicle when first introduced to the public in the early 1900’s and think how much cheaper the cost was.  However, we fail to take into account the average income at the time as well as the cost of living at the time.  A pie or graph chart would be an ideal activity to put together comparing economics from the early 1900’s to the early 2000’s.  Reference information at http://www.bookrags.com/history/americanhistory/america-1900s-science-technology    
History:  
The Teacher’s Funeral offers opportunity for a history class to discuss the emergence of the automobile.  Classes could discuss how it affected life in general during the early 1900’s, cares and concerns of those with and without personal automobiles, and a comparison of the first automobile (how it looked, operated, and how much it cost) with that of today.  Reference information at http://inventors.about.com/library/inventors/blcar.htm 
Language 
Arts:  
Class discussions covering the elements of fiction, point of view, and theme take place as a class and in small group discussion.  Book reports, reviews, and booktalks offer a variety of insight into the novel.  The book itself is a vital resource for any project as are the author’s influence in the literary world.   The author can be studied in more detail at http://richardpeck.smartwriters.com/index.2ts.  
Activities:  
A math class could spend a great deal of time studying the many ways to present information using standard and advanced graphs and pie charts.   However, putting information into a chart-format takes basic chart knowledge to be sure the information is presented both clearly and accurately.  In developing the concept of comparison between early 1900 economics and that of today, the students could create graphs and pie charts following a until or lesson on the basics of creating the actual charts.  Either as a class or in small-group format, the class can begin study at http://nces.ed.gov/nceskids/createagraph/index.asp?ID=845D4DDDA92CD816E, following step-by-step direction to putting information into design formats.  
A recommended course of study would be for the teacher to walk through the program with the class as a basic example graphing something easy such as the students’ favorite food.  From there, encourage the students to work in small group settings graphing information of their choice (pre-approved material of course) and presenting the graphs to the class.  Finally, assign individual projects to the students (or again in small groups) to compare and contrast the economics from Indiana in the early 1900s and it compares today.  Presentations can be graded on many levels and added well to the Language Arts classroom (oral presentations) and to the history classroom (Indiana history units).  Chart use will carry over into many classes helping the students to add visual enhancements to any project or written activity.  
Discussion Questions:

Pre-Reading:  
How can technology (advances in equipment) affect the lives of people?  (analyzing)


What do you want to do when you grow up?  (extending/predicting)

At what age do you think one is before he can really determine what he is going to do for the rest of his life?  (analyzing)

Post-Reading:
What was one technological advancement that affected the lives of the 



characters in the book in the early 20th Century?  (understanding)

How did Tansy have an affect on Russell and his ability to learn?  (understanding)

First 1/3:
What was the first such mishap of the 20th Century?  (understanding/cause and effect)


What will keep a snake from coming into your campground at night?  (understanding)

Second 1/3:
Why was baseball explained as being the only “really perfect thing” in the world?  (analyzing)

How was the automobile seen as “trouble” on the way?  (understanding/analyzing)

Last 1/3:  
Who ended up being the Sweet Singer of Sycamore Township?  (understanding)


What do the careers that the characters took after leaving Parke County, Indiana tell us about their small school education?  (analyzing)


What do you think would have happened to Russell if he had left when he wanted to and gone to the Dakotas to thresh corn?  (analyzing/predicting)

Language:  
The following words and their definitions provide insight into the context of the book The Teacher’s Funeral.  Not only should students know what the words mean but they should also be able to use them correctly.
Privy
in this story it is describing the outhouse; something secret or hidden

Orthography
correct or conventional spelling

Seythe
cutting long grass or grain or the tool used to do it

Filched
steal something of small value

Rostrum
a platform for public speaking (where the teacher stood in the old schoolroom)

Recitation
repeating a passage aloud from memory

Elocution
the art of speaking expressively

Calliope
a musical instrument consisting of steam whistles and a keyboard

Scrapple
a cornmeal mush loaf made with pork, onion, and spices

Indiana Standards
Met:

Language Arts:
Grade 6

Reading Standard #1—Word Recognition, Fluency, and Vocabulary Development (6.1.1, 6.1.2, 6.1.4)


Reading Standart #2—Comprehension (6.2.3, 6.2.4)

Reading Standard #3—Literary Response and Analysis (6.3.1-6.3.8)


Standard #4—Writing (6.4.5-6.4.10,)


Standard #5—Writing Applications (6.5.4)


Standard #6—English Language Conventions (6.6.1-6.6.5)


Standard #7—Listening and Speaking (6.7.4-6.7.7, 6.7.10-6.7.14)
Grade 7


Reading Standard #1—Word Recognition, Fluency, and Vocabulary Development (7.1.1, 7.1.3)


Reading Standard #2—Comprehension (7.2.4, 7.2.6)


Reading Standard #3—Literary Response and Anaylsis (7.3.1-7.3.5)

Standard #4—Writing (7.4.1-7.4.5, 7.4.8-7.4.10)


Standard #5—Writing Applications (7.5.2, 7.5.5)

Standard #6—English Language Conventions (7.6.6-7.6.9)


Grade 8


Reading Standard #1—Word Recognition, Fluency, and Vocabulary Development (8.1.2, 8.1.3)


Reading Standart #2—Comprehension (8.2.4)


Reading Standard #3—Literary Response and Analysis (8.3.2-8.3.5, 8.3.7)



Standard #4—Writing (8.4.1-8.4.3, 8.4.7-8.4.9)
Standard #5—Writing Applications (8.5.2, 8.5.5)
Standard #6—English Language Conventions (8.6.1-8.6.7)

Math:


Grade 6



Standard #6—Data Analysis and Probability (6.6.1-6.6.5)



Grade 7




Standard #6—Data Analysis and Probability (7.6.1-7.6.7)



Grade 8




Standard #6—Data Analysis and Probability (8.6.1-8.6.7)
Science:

Grade 6



Standard #2—Scientific Thinking (6.2.4)




Standard #3—The Physical Setting (6.3.16)




Standard #4—The Living Environment (6.4.13)




Standard #5—The Mathematical World (6.5.4, 6.5.6)



Grade 7




Standard #2—Scientific Thinking (7.2.7)




Standard #4—The Living Environment (7.4.7, 7.4.10)




Standard #5—The Mathematical World (7.5.4)



Grade 8




Standard #2—Scientific Thinking (8.2.3-8.2.8)



Standard #5—The Mathematical World (8.5.2-8.5.5

Social Studies:

Grade 6



Standard #1—History (6.1.16-6.1.19, 6.1.21)



Standard #3—Geography (6.3.13-6.3.14)




Standard #5—Individuals, Society and Culture (6.5.1-6.5.3)




Grade 7




Standard #1—History (7.1.17-7.1.18)



Standard #4—Economics (7.4.7)




Standard #5—Individuals, Society, and Culture (7.5.4, 7.5.9)




Grade 8




Standard #1--History (8.1.31)



Standard #3—Geography (8.3.1, 8.3.5-8.3.7, 8.3.8-8.3.9)




Standard #5—Individuals, Society, and Culture (8.5.4)

