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	Copyright Date:
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	About the Author:

(Interesting facts, etc)
	Richard Peck has written over 20 novels.  He grew up in Decatur, Illinois.  Richard Peck majored in English in college and received a Bachelor of Arts degree DePauw University in Greencastle, Indiana.  He also studied in England and received his Master of Arts degree from Southern Illinois University.

	Web Address:
	http://richardpeck.smartwriters.com/index.2ts

	E-Mail:

Mailing Address:
	None found.
Richard Peck
c/o Penguin Putnam, Inc.
345 Hudson Street
New York, NY 10014
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	Connection to the Book:
	Takes place in rural Indiana.  Involves a teacher’s death and school.  What middle school student hasn’t wished a teacher would just die?


	Other books by this author:
	A Long Way from Chicago
A Year Down Yonder
Bel-Air Bambi and the Mall Rats
Blossom Culp and the Sleep of Death
Don't Look and it Won't Hurt
Dreamland Lake
Fair Weather
Father Figure
Ghosts I Have Been
Lost in Cyberspace
Monster Night at Grandma's House
Remembering the Good Times
Representing Super Doll
Strays Like Us
The Dreadful Future of Blossom Culp

The Ghost Belonged to Me
The Last Safe Place on Earth
The River Between Us
Unfinished Portrait of Jessica
Voices After Midnight




	Annotation:
	When 15-year-old Russell Culver's teacher drops dead shortly before school starts he thinks it could be an opportunity for him to leave his Indiana farm and ride the rails to the Dakotas.  However, the unthinkable happens, his tough-minded sister, Tansy, becomes the new teacher.  Tansy is put to the test with a series of pranks such as snakes in the desks and an exploding stove, but she and Hominy Ridge School persevere.  There are memorable characters that will have you laughing aloud as you read this novel.  There is also a surprisingly moving conclusion that makes this a must read.  


	Booktalk:
	"If your teacher has to die, August isn't a bad time of the year for it." 
So says Russell Culver who is hoping that his teacher’s death will mark the closing of the one-room Hominy Ridge School.  This 15 year old sees school as a “jailhouse” and would rather ride the rails to the Dakotas.  Russell’s plans are interrupted when his older sister Tansy is named the new teacher.  What is a brother to do?  How about snakes in the desks, an exploding stove, and a school bell that just will not work.  Tansy manages to keep the school open and in the end, she might just have an influence on the students you will not expect.  


	Characters:
	Name & Age:
	Relationship to other characters:
	Personality traits:

	
	Dad
	Father of Tansy, Russell, and 
	Smart, Strong

	
	Aunt Maud 
	Aunt of Tansy, Russell, & Lloyd
	Motherly, pessimistic

	
	Tansy / 17

Russell Culver / 15

Miss Mryt Arbuckle / 40?

Charlie Parr / 16
Eugene Hammond

Lester Kriegbaum 10
Lloyd Culver / 10
Aunt Fanny Hamline / 103
Glenn Tarbox / 17+
Floyd Lumley “Flopears” / 10
Pearl / 11 or 12
Beulah “Little Britches” / 6
	Russell & Lloyd’s older sister / teacher
Main Character - Narrator
Teacher who died
Russell’s best friend
Suitor to Tansy
Student

Russell’s younger brother

Elderly Neighbor

Student / Suitor to Tansy

Student
Student

Student
	Mature, Smart, a Leader
Mischievous, Hard Worker 

Strict, Disciplinarian

Mischievous, Slow Learner
Professional, Intelligent
Youthful, Innocent

Carefree, Impressionable

Tough, Mean

Physically Strong, Handyman

Easily Confused, Artistic

Girly, Smart aleck

Inquisitive, Intelligent


	Conflict:
	Russell Culver wants the school to close after the death of the teacher.  Russell wants to ride the rails to the Dakotas so he can work the new thrashing machines.  Russell’s sister Tansy is named the new teacher and now he is torn between trying to close the school and wanting success for his sister.


	Conflict Resolution:
	Tansy is able to gain control of the students and she not only teaches the students facts, but also the value of an education.  Russell eventually advances to high school and college and the summer of 1904 turns out to be a major turning point in his life as well as the lives of everyone at Hominy Ridge School.


	Genre:
	Young Adult Fiction / Children’s Fiction  / Historical Fiction


	You’ll love these:
	Same genre / interest level:
	Al Capone Does My Shirts
The Boy Who Saved Baseball



	
	By same author:
	A Year Down Yonder 
A Long Way from Chicago


	Interest level / reading level:
	From www.perma-bound.com:
	Reading Level – 4.7   Interest Level – 5-9

	
	
	


	Read-aloud pages/passage:
	Chapter and page #:
	Description of action:

	
	Chapter 1 / page 3
Chapter 1 / 10-11

Chapter 10 / page 110
Chapter 15 / pages 166-167
	The teacher has died and Russell views this as a “miracle”.  
Russell describes the Case Special arriving in town and seeing the thrashing machines he hopes to operate.

Glenn Tarbox joins the class and becomes the eighth student.

Russell and Glenn are cleaning the school house stove before the school superintendent’s arrival.  Glenn reveals he has moved from his home in order to stay in school.  

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Setting:
	1904 Rural Indiana 


	Summary:
	Russell Culver hopes that his school will close when his teacher dies.  Like most 15 year olds he dreams of running away to some far away place and living life as he sees fit.  Those dreams are put on hold when his sister is named the new teacher.  There are struggles and obstacles that interfere with Tansy’s success as a new teacher.  Snakes, fire, and even an explosion doesn’t stop the Hominy Ridge School as Tansy earns her teaching license and the students, especially her younger brother, Russell, learn a great deal about spelling, math, geography and life.  


	Point of View:
	The story is told from the voice of Russell Culver, a 15 year old rural Indiana boy.  First Person


	Theme:
	Coming of Age / Rural farm life
Family


	Across the Curriculum Connections:

	Subject:
	Suggested Activities:
	Resources:


	
Social Studies
Science
	Students studying life in rural America at the turn of the century (1900) could learn what was involved in thrashing wheat.  They would discover what a “thrashing bee” was.

The steam engine of the “Case Special” could be compared to the combustion engine of the “Bullet No. 2” automobile.  Students would learn how each was assembled and on what principles they were based.


	http://www.next1000.com/family/EC/CG.thrashing.html
http://www.fuelcellseminar.com/pdf/2005/Tuesday-Nov15/Bosch_Russ_PlenaryI.PDF#search='Steam%20Engine%20vs.%20Combustion%20Engine'
http://www.andrew.cmu.edu/user/vck/13Inventorsslidesbw.pdf#search='Steam%20Engine%20vs.%20Combustion%20Engine'



	
	
	

	Math
	The modes of transportation described in this story were steam engine, automobile, horse and buggy, and walking.  Students could create story problems using the destinations traveled in the story to calculate travel times based on the different modes of transportation.
	http://www.math-prof.com/Alg1/Alg1_Ch_26.asp
http://www.mathacademy.com/pr/prime/articles/storprob/



	Activities:

Fact or Fiction?
	Group Size

4
	Description:

Students will research life in Indiana in the early 1900’s (1904)

They will then use details from the novel and determine if they are fact or fiction.

Information can be detailed on a chart that is used as a visual aid and each group can present their findings to the class.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Discussion Questions:
	Question
	Question Type

	Pre-Reading:
	What do you think life was like here in Indiana in the early 1900’s?
What type of education system was in place at this time?
	

	Post-reading:
	What role did the Sweet Singer play in the story?
How does Russell’s view of education change during the story?

Which character changes or grows the most during the story?  Why?

	Understanding / Comprehension

Understanding / Comprehension

Analyzing

	First 1/3 of book:
	Is Tansy qualified to be a teacher?  Why or Why not?
How is life changing for the Culver family?  What new inventions are introduced and what affect will they have on Russell and the people in the story?

What are the values of the Culver family?  What traditions are important?


	Analyzing
Understanding / Comprehension

Cause / Effect

Analyzing

Understanding / Comprehension



	Second 1/3 of book:
	What challenges does Tansy face as she becomes the teacher?
Russell’s thought of riding the rails to the Dakotas is influenced by his father.  What does his father do and how does this affect Russell?

What was the real reason for the fight between Charlie and Glenn?
	Understanding / Comprehension
Understanding / Comprehension

Cause / Effect

Understanding / Comprehension

	
	
	

	             Last 1/3 of book:
	How does Eugene Hammond impress the family on “butchering day?”
What do we learn about Aunt Fanny Hamline that is out of character?

What are your thoughts about the conclusion of the story?  Were there any parts that were surprising?  

	Understanding / Comprehension
Understanding / Comprehension

Analyzing




	Language (spelling/vocabulary):
	Term
	Definition

	
	Southpaw
Clapper

Dilemma

Katydids

Pneumatic

Pallbearer

Discommoded

Fortuitously


	Left-handed.  Someone who is left-handed.
The tongue of a bell. 

A problem involving a difficult choice.

A type of American grasshopper.

Using gas (as in air or wind).  A pneumatic tire.
A person who helps carry the coffin at a funeral.

To cause trouble.

Luckily, by chance.  

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Indiana Standards met by novel content:
	

	English/Language Arts:
	6.1.4, 6.2.3, 6.2.4, 6.2.5, 6.3.1, 6.3.2, 6.3.3, 6.3.4, 6.3.5, 6.3.6, 6.3.7, 6.3.8 


	Math:
	6.2.2, 6.2.6, 6.5.1

	Science:
	6.1.9, 6.4.13

	Social Studies:
	6.3.1
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