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	Title:
	How I Found the Strong: A Civil War Story

	Author: 
	Margaret McMullan

	Publisher:
	Laurel-Leaf imprint of Random House

	Copyright Date:
	2004


About the Author:




	Interesting Facts:
	· She is a college professor at the University of Evansville.
· She is the chair of the English Department at the university.

· This is her first book for kids.



	Web Address:
	http://www.margaretmcmullan.com/thebooks.html

	E-Mail:
	mm44@evansville.edu

	Mailing Address:
	English Department
University of Evansville
1800 Lincoln Avenue
Evansville, IN 47722 



	Connection to the book:
	Margaret McMullan’s main character is based on her grandmother’s great uncle.  She was born in Newton County, Mississippi.  Newton County is near Smith County where the story takes place.

	Other books by the author:
	· In My Mother’s House
· When Warhol Was Still Alive


Annotation:
Shanks, Frank Russell, is a 10 year old boy who is angry that he cannot go to war with his father and Henry, his 14 year old brother.  He is jealous of the relationship between his brother and father.  Shank is left home with the rest of his family and even then his father does not consider him old enough to be the man of the homestead. As the war progresses, Shank sees death, begins to question slavery, and the war.  Shank not only grows physically, but also grows mentally.  He begins to rebel against social norms and speaks out on several occasions.  This is a story of a young boy who struggles with being the youngest, feeling left out, and understanding the world around him.  
Booktalk:

Lying on the front table will be a fake limb with fake blood still at the top. Words expressed will be death, gore, lynching, war, and romance.  Throughout this book will be scenes of battle, blood, and death.  You experience what is like to struggle to have food and clothing for your family because both sides are taking your belongings in order to provide food and clothing for the soldiers.  
Characters:

	Name
	Age
	Relationship

	Frank “Shanks” Russell
	10
	Narrator

	Ma Russell
	
	Frank’s mom

	Pa “Jack” Russell
	
	Frank’s dad

	Grandma Russell
	
	Frank’s Grandma

	Grandpa Russell
	
	Frank’s Grandpa

	Henry
	14
	Frank’s brother

	Buck
	
	Russell’s slave

	Sheriff Matkin
	
	

	Mr. McCollum
	
	

	Mr. Childre
	
	

	Irene Beall
	
	Henry likes Irene

	Brother Davenport
	
	Preacher

	Mr. Tempy
	
	Confederate Soldier- runaway

	Bit
	Newborn
	Shank’s babysister


Story Basics:
	Conflict:
	Shank being left behind

	Conflict Resolution:
	Shank’s questioning of slavery and why we’re fighting the war.

	Genre:
	Historical Fiction

	Interest Level:
	4.9

	Reading Level:
	5-9

	Setting:
	1861-1863, Smith County, Mississippi

	Summary:
	A 10 year old boy feels left out when his brother and father leave for war without him.  He experiences death, birth, hunger, and the ravages of war.  He  tries to keep things going at home and to understand what is occurring.

	Point of View:
	First person

	Theme:
	Abandonment, slavery, war


You’ll Love These:
	Same Genre/Interest Level
	By same author

	My Brother Sam is Dead
	No other books have been written for children.

	Red Badge of Courage
	


Read Aloud:
	Chapter
	Page #
	Description of action

	Chapter 4
	p. 30 – 31
	Discusses the smells, blood, and limbs.


Across the Curriculum Connections:
	Subject
	Suggested Activities
	Resources:
	Group Size
	Description: 

	LA/SS
	Create a timeline based on the period of the book about the civil war.
	Textbook
Encyclopedia 

Internet


	2 per group
	Create a timeline between 1861-1863, for extra credit you may go to 1865.  

	LA/SS
	Pick one important person from the list and write about them.
	Handouts,  Internet, Encyclopedias, textbooks
	Individual
	- Pick a person.

- Complete handout.

- Create a powerpoint presentation

- Present it to the class.

	LA/SS
	Experiencing Prejudice and Discrimination
	Pre - Class discussion about slavery

Post – Discuss how it felt on both sides.
	1/3 of the class will be the ones discriminated against.
	- Ask for

volunteers to wear the  red tag. 

- Once they

have been selected ask them to put the red tag on.

- Explain that they must sit in the back of the room, they cannot leave class until the others have been dismissed, they cannot eat lunch at the same table of those with the tags, and will not receive any privileges .

	SS
	Internet Scavenger Hunt
	See website on the handout.
	Groups of 2
	Students will go to website presented and answer the questions

	SS
	Venn Diagram 

Battles of the Civil War
	www.civilwar.com
Textbook

encyclopedia
	Groups of 2
	Each person will complete a Venn Diagram over the three battles chosen.  You will need to change the Venn Diagram to Landscape.

	LA/SS
	Civil War Newspaper Article
	Internet

Textbook

encyclopedia
	Individual
	Write an article about one aspect of the war.  Decide if your article will be for a Northern Paper or a Southern Paper.

	LA/SS
	Civil War Letter
	Sample letters from the internet

	Individual
	Each student will w rite a letter from the perspective of a soldier.  Include duties, food, time, location, battle stories, what you miss about home, etc. 


Internet Websites:

Civil War Websites

http://www.civilwar.com/
http://sunsite.utk.edu/civil-war/
http://www.historyplace.com/civilwar/
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/cwphtml/cwphome.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Civil_War
http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/ABPP/BATTLES/bystate.htm
http://www.historycentral.com/CivilWar/index.html
Civil War Letters

www.civilwarletters.com/home.html
www.etext.virginia.edu.civilwar
If you use something else, please document the source.
Discussion Questions:

	Pre- Reading:
	What is slavery?
Why did we fight the Civil War?



	Reading:
	Questions from the author:
1. Discuss Shanks relationship with his father before his father goes off to fight, then after, when he returns home. What do you think happened to each of them? What makes them different with each other? 

2. Why does Shanks mother teach Buck to read? How does this change Buck? How does this change Shanks? 

3. What is Shanks friendship like with Buck? Does it change? 

4. Why is Buck so quiet? Why would he stay on? Why not leave? 

5. Some readers question McMullan's use of the "n" word. Can you find that word in the book? Can you justify its use? 

6. Do you think this book takes sides in the conflict? Do you think it is pro-North or pro-South? Why or why not? 

7. Does the author s note at the end change the way you felt about the story? Does it matter that there really was someone named Frank Russell? 

8. Throughout the story, Shanks is struggling with God and religion. 

9. How and why? Where do you think he stands in the end? 

10. Many people stereotype women in the south as steel magnolias. Can you explain this? Discuss how this may or may not be true for the women in the book. 

11. Discuss how McMullan uses humor in the book. What is the effect? 


Indiana Standards met by novel content:

	Gr.
	English/Language Arts
	Math
	Sci.
	Social Studies

	6th
	YHBA: (6-1-2,3,4,5) (6-2-3,4,5) (6-3-1,2,3,4,,6,7,8) 

LA: (6-2-7) (6-4-3,5,6,7,8,9,10) 6-5-4,6.7) (6-6-1,2,3,4,5) 6-7-5,6,7,11,12)
	
	(6-2-5,6,7) (6-3-12) (6-4-11,12,13) 
	6-1-16, 18,19,20, 21) (6-2-6) (6-3-1, 9) (6-4-1) (6-5-1, 5, 7, 8, 9)

	7th
	YHBA:(7-1-1,3) (7-2-4,5,6) (7-3-1,2,3,4,5,6)

LA: (7-4-2,3,4,6,7,8,9,10) (7-5-1, 2, 5, 6) (7-6-1, 3,5, 6, 7, 8, 9) (7-7-4, 5, 9)
	
	(7-1-5, 8, 9, 10) (7-2-7) (7-4-10, 12, 13, 14) (7-6-1, 4)
	(7-1-15, 16, 18, 19, 20, 21) ( 7-2-5, 8) (7-3-4, 11, 13, 14) (7-4-1) (7-5-1, 2, 4) 

	8th
	YHBA: (8-1-1,3) (8-2-6) (8-3-2,3,4,5,6,7)
LA: (8-4-2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9) (8-5-1, 2, 6, 7) (8-6-1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7) 8-7-3,4, 5, 10, 11)
	
	(8-2-1, 7) (8-3-6) (8-4-1, 2) (8-5-5) 
Biology:

B-1-21, 28, 29)
	(8-1-10, 16, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31) (8-2-6, 7) (8-3-1, 2, 5, 6, 7) (8-4-5, 6) (8-5-5, 6, 10)


Famous People of the Civil War

Name:                                                                                            Date: 

Subject:

A. Choose one of the below people to research.  Circle you choice:

Robert E. Lee           Ambrose Burnside                JEB Stuart          Braxton Bragg

Thomas J. Jackson   Ulysses S. Grant          George B. McClellan       George B. Meade

John C. Pemberton    George Pickett            David Porter             William Rosecrans

Phillip Sheridan           John Pope             Albert Sidney Johnson           Lew Wallace

William Lloyd Garrison        Harriet Tubman         PGT Beauregaurd     Robert Anderson

Simon Bolivar Buckner     George Armstrong Custer      Andrew Foote    Irvin McDowell

Winfield Scott        Clara Barton       John B. Hood       Isabel Sojourner Truth   

David Farragut      Susan B. Anthony      Elizabeth Cady Stanton       George Thomas

Oliver Wendell Holmes    Jefferson Davis Jr      Joseph Johnston       Wilmer McLean

Franklin Buchannon        Johnnie Clem     Frederick Douglas      James Longstreet
Nathan Bedford Forrest

Before leaving Class you must tell the teacher who you have chosen.

B. Research Sheet

Name:                                                                                            Date due: 

Subject:                                                                                         Points:      / 20

	Name: 
	

	North or South
	

	Born & Died
	

	Most Remembered For
	1. 

2.

3.

4.

5.


Include a picture of your person:
C. Powerpoint
Powerpoint is due on: ___________________________

Powerpoint guidelines:

	Slides
	Pts Possible
	Points Earned

	Slide 1: picture and name
	20 pts
	

	Slide 2: birth & death
	10 pts
	

	Slide 3: North or South
	10 pts
	

	Slide 4: Fact 1 – Be Creative
	10 pts
	

	Slide 5: Fact 2 – Be Creative
	10 pts
	

	Slide 6: Fact 3 – Be Creative
	10 pts
	

	Slide 7: Fact 4 – Be Creative 
	10 pts
	

	Slide 8: Fact 5 – Be Creative
	10 pts
	

	Presentation
	10 pts
	

	Total points 
	100 points
	


Civil War Scavenger Hunt
Name:                                                                                            Date: 

Subject:
To practice your web skills, to review the Civil War Era.  You will go on an electronic scavenger hunt.  Click on the address below to begin the quest.  Good luck! 

http://homeschooling.about.com/gi/dynamic/offsite.htm?site=http://cte.jhu.edu/techacademy/fellows/ADAMSON/scavengerhunt.htm
1.  What month and year did the first southern state secede [leave] from the United States? 

2.  When and where did the first shots of the Civil War occur? 

3.  What happened on July 1, 1863? 

4.  What Union commander, in December of 1863, was able to fend off Confederate assaults in Knoxville? 

5.  What state was created during the Civil War because it did not wish to secede from the Union?  When was this state admitted to the Union? 

6.  Find a photograph of John Hartranft reading the death warrant to the conspirators who killed the president. 

7.  How did Alexander Gardner use the camera to "lie"?  [Hint:  Look for "A Harvest of Death."]  What did he want viewers to think about Confederate soldiers?  What did he want viewers to think about Union soldiers?  Which side was he on?  How can you tell? 

8.  Late in the war, which Confederate General approached within 5 miles of Washington, D.C., but was driven back to Virginia? 

9.  Who was elected vice-president when Lincoln was reelected? 

10.  Find a photograph of "The Old Stone House" after the fall of Richmond? 

Source: http://homeschooling.about.com/gi/dynamic/offsite.htm?site=http://cte.jhu.edu/techacademy/fellows/ADAMSON/scavengerhunt.htm
3 Circle Venn Diagram
















































