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	Connection to the book
	Taking the manuscripts from her Grandmother’s great uncle, Frank Russell, Margaret was moved by the accounts of his life outside the war and those of which occurred right there in his (Frank) home.  Born in Newton, Mississippi, Margaret McMullan heard often from her Grandfather about the Civil War.  He was a staunch supporter of the South and strong advocate of the secession.  Margaret has said that this book was written for her 4 year old son who already is enamored with the concept of war.

	Other books
	In My Mother’s House (copyright 2004)

When Warhol Was Still Alive (copyright April 1994)

	Annotation
	Frank wanted to be a soldier and fight for the South.  They wouldn’t let him. He was only 11.  But he that 11 year old learned more about war than he wanted to, and didn’t fire a shot!

	Booktalk
	“Shanks.” Doesn’t actually make you shake in your boots now does it?  But that’s your name and you want to fight in the Civil War!  Frank Russell (Shanks) was only 11 and was upset that most of his family (men) went off to fight for the South and he had to stay home and watch after his Grandma and Ma.  This disappointment Shanks faces has doesn’t compare to the realities of war, desertion and slavery in the south.  Shanks will need to grow up in a hurry when he stays at home and faces life and death situations as chilling as a front line soldier.  Once he finds the Strong, he will need all of his strength.  Close your eyes. Envision the rolling fog, a dead soldier, the approaching enemy and your dying father. Now envision all of that happening at ONCE!!!!

	
	Characters

	Frank Russell (Shanks)
	11 yr. old main character, who desires to fight for the south and learns valuable life lessons during the Civil War.

	Pa
	Shanks father who lost his arm in the Civil War and returned home to help Shanks grow up along the way.

	Ma
	Mother of Shanks who creates stability in a small house. Gave birth to her baby Bit soon after her husband went off to war.

	Buck
	Slave owned by Shanks family who befriends Shanks and eventually is set free. Has a fear of water after he saw his mom drown.

	Grandpa
	Opinionated grandfather of Shanks who is disgusted with the secession and slavery issues and leaves home to head west and never return.

	Conflict
	Character vs. Self

	Conflict Resolution
	Shanks realizes that his desire to be a man through war, was achieved by seeing the evil of other’s hearts.  He no longer resented being left out of the soldier’s world.

	Genre
	Historical Fiction

	You’ll Love these!!
	The Adventures of Tom Sawyer (adventure, Mark Twain)
The Adventures of Huck Finn (adventure, Mark Twain)

            In My Mother’s House  (author, Margaret McMullan)

	Interest/Reading Level
	Grades 5-8

	Read-aloud pages/passage
	Chapter 14 (p. 117) Summer Skirmish-“This is what Shanks wanted??”

	Setting
	Smith County, Mississippi (spring of 1861 through summer of 1863

	Summary
	Set during the height of the Civil War, this novel gives the reader a bird’s eye view of life at home in the South.  A young boy who so desperately wanted to go to battle, finds more battles at home with a different enemy.  The issue of slavery is a common thread throughout and a young man’s need to find his own personal strength was achieved by the banks of the Strong.

	Point of View
	First person, narrative

	Theme
	Self-discovery

	Across the Curriculum
	Activities

	Social studies
	Create a map of the U.S. that depicts Northern, southern and border states.

Locate on that map locations of importance, (ex. Vicksburg, Antietam, etc.)

	Life Skills
	Create a recipe for only the ingredients you can find while hunting along a river. Explain how you will prepare and eat.

	Resources
	Utilizing a documentary a Confederate’s view of war would be helpful prior to reading of the book.

	
	Discussion Questions

	Pre-Reading
	What were some of the issues for the cause of the Civil War?

	Chapters 1-4

	1. Why did most Southerners believe that their cause for fighting the Civil War was just?

2. Why did the Sheriff and others have so much anger toward the deserter? What would happen if they were less strict with them?


	Chapters 5-10
	1. What do you think Pa’s reaction would have been if he found out that the deserter helped Ma deliver baby Bit?
2. What were Shanks emotions when he learned of Grandma’s death?



	Chapters 11-15
	1. Predict what might have happened to Buck, if he would have been captured even after the Emancipation Proclamation was declared?
2. Why did the Emancipation Proclamation have any strength in the South?

3. How was it appropriate that Shanks saved his Pa’s life on the banks of the “Strong” river?



	Post-Reading
	How might have Shanks view of the Civil War been different had he lived in Indianapolis, Indiana rather than Smith County, Mississippi?

	Language (sp. and vocab)
	deserter- One who commits the act of abandoning or withdrawing support from an entity to which one has given an oath, or has claimed to owe allegiance, responsibility or loyalty.
secession- The withdrawal of 11 Southern states from the Union in 1860-1861, precipitating the U.S. Civil War.
bayonet- A blade adapted to fit the muzzle end of a rifle and used as a weapon in close combat.
furlough- A leave of absence or vacation, especially one granted to a member of the armed forces.
provisions- A stock of necessary supplies, especially food

	
	Indiana Standard met

	Social Studies Grade 8
	8.1.10
Compare differences in ways of life in the northern and southern states, including the growth of towns and cities in the North and the growing dependence on slavery in the South.



	Language Arts/Reading Grade 7
	7.1.1
Identify and understand idioms and comparisons — such as analogies, metaphors, and similes — in prose and poetry. 

Idioms: expressions that cannot be understood just by knowing the meanings of the words in the expression, such as to be an old hand at something or to get one’s feet wet
Analogies: comparisons of the similar aspects of two different things

Metaphors: implied comparisons, such as The stars were brilliant diamonds in the night sky.

Similes: comparisons that use “like” or “as,” such as The stars were like a million diamonds in the sky.



	Social Studies Grade 5
	5.5.3
Read fiction and nonfiction stories about conflicts among and between groups of people at different stages in the formation of the United States and give examples of how these conflicts were resolved.
Example: Different religious views within communities sometimes led to founding of new communities, such as Providence, Rhode Island, in 1644. During the revolutionary period, different political ideas led to conflicts between loyalists and patriots. During the development of the Constitution, the federalists and anti-federalists had differences of opinion about the role of government.



	
	


