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	About the Author:

(Interesting facts, etc)
	Priscilla Cummings grew up on a dairy farm in western Massachusetts surrounded by animals.  This explains why she writes so many books about animals.  In fact, as a little girl, she would often write and illustrate stories for fun about her animals.  In addition, she joined a pen pal club through the Archie comic books and had more than 20 pen pals from all over the world.  She attended the University of New Hampshire and worked as a newspaper and magazine writer and editor for 10 years.  In 1981, she moved to Maryland and soon began writing young children’s books, many depicting animals.  Only within the last several years has she started writing books for young adults.



	Web Address:
	http://childrensbookguild.org/cummings.html

	E-Mail:

Mailing Address:
	priscummings@comcast.net
3026 Aberdeen Road, Annapolis, MD 21403

	Picture:
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	Connection to the Book:
	When moving to Maryland in 1981, she saw her first blue crab and couldn’t believe people would steam and eat them.  She thought the blue crab was a very interesting animal and started to learn more and more about them.  In the Red Kayak, Brady’s father is a waterman who makes a living from crabbing.  Many details in the story come from her own experience and curiosity with the blue crab.



	Other books by this author:
	What Mr. Mattero Did

Saving Grace

A Face First

Autumn Journey

Chadwick the Crab series

Oswald and the Timberdoodles

Sid and Sal’s Famous Channel Marker Diner

Toulouse, the Story of a Canada Goose

Meet Chadwick and his Chesapeake Friends

Chesapeake ABC’s

Chesapeake 1, 2, 3

Chesapeake Rainbow


	Annotation:
	“If you know right from wrong, then the answer is always right there, smack in front of you.  It’s when you get to thinkin’ on it that you get in trouble.”  Wise words that thirteen-year-old Brady is reminded of by his father when he and his two best friends, Digger and J.T., face a tragedy that challenges their friendship as well as their moral values.

Digger is irritated when the DiAngelos purchase his grandfathers old farm and transform it into something unrecognizable.  In retaliation, he and J.T. drill several holes in their new kayak as a practical joke.  But when Mrs. DiAngelo takes their three-year-old son, Ben, out on the water for a little ride, tragedy strikes and the little boy dies.  Brady happens to put all the pieces together and figure out what his friends have done.  Now he is faced with protecting his friendship or doing what is right.

The author is very successful in creating suspense and invoking feelings as Brady uncovers clues to the tragedy.  Each character is believable in their actions and many youth will be able to relate to the struggle of choosing between friendship and right versus wrong.



	Book talk:
	Have you ever been in a situation where your friends did something you thought was wrong?  What did you do?  Did you ignore it because it might be the end of your friendship or did you stand up for what was right?  In Red Kayak, by Priscilla Cummings, 13 year-old Brady is in this predicament.  His friends, Digger and J.T. have played a practical joke on their new neighbor but it accidentally ends tragically.  What do you think Brady will do?


	Characters:
	Name & Age:
	Relationship to other characters:
	Personality traits:

	
	Brady – 13 years-old
	Main character
	Typical teenage boy, knows right from wrong, loves his parents and dog, enjoys the water he lives by

	
	Digger – 13 years-old
	Friend of Brady
	Tough guy, father is abusive and he shows some signs of wanting to control others, wants to be a Navy Seal

	
	J.T. – 13 years-old
	Friend of Brady
	Somewhat weaker personality, does whatever Digger tells him to do, loves computers

	
	Brady’s Parents
	
	Loving parents, want the best for Brady, parents avoid serious conversations like never talking about Brady’s younger sister who died many years earlier

	
	Carl – about 25 years-old
	Brady’s cousin
	An ambulance medic, Carl likes Brady and hangs out with him when he can, Brady looks up to Carl

	
	Mr. and Mrs. DiAngelo
	Neighbors
	Just moved in next door to Brady, tore down the old house and built a new large house

	
	Ben – 3 years-old
	Son of Mr. and Mrs. DiAngelo
	Happy and inquisitive 3 year-old, likes to play with Legos

	
	Tilly
	Brady’s dog
	Loves to play catch, has a sixth sense


	Conflict:
	When Mrs. DiAngelo takes Ben for a ride on their new kayak, they have problems out on the water.  The kayak sinks and Ben is lost on the river.  Brady finds Ben and gets him to an ambulance but, unfortunately, Ben dies.  Brady uncovers clues that indicate Digger and J.T. may have helped cause the accident.  Brady struggles with the decision of either keeping it a secret or telling the authorities what he has found.


	Conflict Resolution:
	Brady’s father reminds him of a statement his grandmother used to say.  She said, “If you know right from wrong, then the answer is always right there, smack in front of you.  It’s when you get to thinkin’ on it that you get in trouble.”  Brady decides to tell his father what he knows and accept the consequences.


	Genre:
	Contemporary Realistic Fiction


	You’ll love these:
	Same genre / interest level:
	Dark Waters by Catherine MacPhail

Lostman’s River by Cynthia DeFelice

Me and Billy by James Lincoln Collier

On My Honor by Marion Dane Bauer



	
	By same author:
	What Mr. Mattero Did

Saving Grace

A Face First

Autumn Journey


	Interest level / reading level:
	From www.perma-bound.com:
	Interest level – grades 5 – 9, Reading level – grade 4.9

	
	From Bound to Stay Bound Catalog:
	Age Range – 10 – 14


	Read-aloud pages/passage:
	Chapter and page #:
	Description of action:

	
	Page 114, last 5 paragraphs
	Digger is forcefully explaining to Brady why he can’t tell anyone the truth about how the accident happened.

	
	Page 162, last paragraph
	Brady’s dad is explaining to him what his grandmother would always say about doing what is right.


	Setting:
	Present day, springtime in Maryland along the Corsica River


	Summary:
	Digger is irritated when the DiAngelos purchase his grandfathers old farm and transform it into something unrecognizable.  In retaliation, he and J.T. drill several holes in their new kayak as a practical joke.  But when Mrs. DiAngelo takes their three-year-old son, Ben, out on the water for a little ride, tragedy strikes and the little boy dies.  Brady happens to put all the pieces together and figure out what his friends have done.  Now he is faced with protecting his friendship or doing what is right.


	Point of View:
	Brady – first person


	Themes:
	Friendship, Moral Values, Juvenile Justice System, Life of a Fisherman (Crabbing), Death


	Across the Curriculum Connections:

	Subject:
	Suggested Activities:
	Resources:

	Friendship
	This activity combines a short video with many questions to ask students in order to define a friend and a friendship.  


	Live Wire Media’s Character Education Resources  http://www.goodcharacter.com/BCBC/Friendship.html

	Moral Values
	Students will define values, ethics, and morals and identify daily choices that challenge their integrity.  Students find newspaper articles where people have upheld their integrity or abandoned it. 
	USA Today’s Monthly Project - Integrity http://www.usatoday.com/educate/projects/PDF/Integrity.pdf
(if you have trouble opening this web page, copy and paste it in Google and then access it – why this way works, I don’t know!)

	Juvenile Justice System
	Students will read news articles about children convicted of crimes.  A round-table discussion follows where students debate the age of accountability.


	New York Times Learning Network

http://www.nytimes.com/learning/teachers/lessons/19980816monday.html

	Science - Crabs
	Students learn about the molting process of a blue crab.
	Science NetLinks

http://www.sciencenetlinks.com/lessons.cfm?DocID=83


	Activities:
	Group Size
	Description:

	
	Whole Class
	Research and create a Butterfly Garden.  In the book, both Brady’s mother and Mrs. DiAngelo plant a Butterfly Garden to help them cope with their grief.  Many descriptions of flowers, bushes, water fixtures, and other features are described in the story.


	Discussion Questions:
	Question
	Type of Question (comprehension, analysis, predicting, cause/effect)

	Pre-Reading:
	Why do you think the author chose the title, Red Kayak?  What do you think this story is about?
	Predicting

	Post-reading:
	Would you have acted the same way Brady did?  Why or why not?
	Analysis

	First 1/3 of book:
	Why do you think Digger and J.T. are ignoring Brady after his heroic rescue?
	Analysis / Predicting

	Second 1/3 of book:
	Explain all of the clues that Brady uncovered in order to figure out what truly happened to the kayak.
	Comprehension

	Last 1/3 of book:
	Once Brady decides to tell the truth, what happens?
	Cause / Effect


	Language (spelling/vocabulary):
	Term
	Definition (found at www.dictionary.com)

	
	jimmies
	A large male crab

	
	lacrosse
	A game of Native American origin that is played on a field by two teams of ten players each, in which participants use a long-handled stick with a webbed pouch to maneuver a ball into the opposing team's goal

	
	skiff
	A flat bottom boat for shallow water, propelled by oars, sail, or motor


	
	hassock
	A thick cushion used as a footstool or for kneeling

	
	dinghy
	A small rowboat

	
	culling
	To remove rejected members or parts from

	
	cuffing
	A blow or slap with the open hand

	
	head
	The bathroom on a boat.

	
	dredger
	A barge or boat equipped with a dredge (An implement consisting of a net on a frame, used for gathering shellfish)

	
	grapnel hook
	A small anchor with three or more flukes, especially one used for anchoring a small vessel

	
	flukes
	A barb or barbed head, as on an arrow or a harpoon

	
	winch
	A lifting device consisting of a horizontal cylinder turned by a crank on which a cable or rope winds

	
	littoral drift
	A process by which sediments move along a beach shore

	
	eddy
	A current, as of water or air, moving contrary to the direction of the main current, especially in a circular motion

	
	subpoena
	A writ requiring appearance in court to give testimony

	
	sabotage
	A deliberate act of destruction or disruption in which equipment is damaged

	
	feloniously
	Having the nature of, relating to, or concerning a felony (a serious crime such as murder or arson)

	
	malice
	A desire to harm others or to see others suffer; extreme ill will or spite

	
	aforethought
	Planned or intended beforehand

	
	testify
	To bear witness to; provide evidence for

	
	keel
	The principal structural member of a ship, running lengthwise along the center line from bow to stern, to which the frames are attached


	Indiana Standards met by novel content:
	

	English/Language Arts:
	7.1.3, 7.2.4, 7.2.6, 7.3.2, 7.3.3, 7.7.1, 8.1.3, 8.3.2

	Science:
	7.4.2, 7.4.9, 8.4.8

	Health:
	7.3.2, 7.5.7, 8.3.2, 8.5.7
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