Pam Gasway

Novel Resource 3

1. Robinson, Sharon. Promises to Keep: How Jackie Robinson Changed America. 2004: Scholastic. 

2. About the Author:

The daughter of Jackie Robinson, Sharon was only six years old when her father retired from baseball and just 12 when he was inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame. A former nurse-midwife and educator who has taught at such prestigious universities as Yale, Columbia and Georgetown, she is now the Vice President of Educational Programming for Major League Baseball. Promises to Keep is her third book about her father. 

Other books by the author: Safe at Home; Stealing Home: An Intimate Family Portrait by the Daughter of Jackie Robinson; Jackie's Nine: Jackie Robinson's Values to Live By; Still the Storm

Contact author through publisher: Ms. Sharon Robinson, c/o Scholastic Inc., 555 Broadway, New York, NY 10012-3999 (include SASE)
Contact through MLB: Ms. Sharon Robinson, Vice President of Educational Programming, Major League Baseball, 245 Park Avenue, 31st Floor, New York, NY 10167 
  Phone: (212) 931-7800
Publisher’s web page: http://books.scholastic.com/teachers/authorsandbooks/authorstudies/authorhome.jsp?authorID=4736&&displayName=Biography
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 Photo from http://mlb.mlb.com/NASApp/mlb/mlb/official_info/mlb_official_community_breaking_barriers.jsp
3. Annotation: Sharon Robinson records the life of her famed father. She includes historical events into the story of one of baseball's greatest players, showing how they formed his life. Her book includes numerous black-and-white archival and family photographs, reproductions of newspaper headlines, magazine pages, and letters, depicts Jackie Robinson's journey from childhood to the moment that he integrated major league baseball to his life after player retirement as a businessman and civil rights spokesperson. In addition to personal details, this familial biographical sketch and authentic glimpse into the life of a great African American provides information on the post-Civil War world, race relations, and the struggle for civil rights. 

4. Booktalk: “Do you now who Jackie Robinson was? He was the first African-American to play Major League Baseball. Now, for us today, that may not seem like such a big deal because blacks and whites mostly get along. However, in Robinson’s time it was shocking. Some whites accepted him, but some did not. Robinson started playing in 1947 for the Brooklyn Dodgers—yes the Dodgers started in New York before moving to Los Angeles. I am going to read a brief excerpt from this book, Promises to Keep, that was written by his daughter about an incident in Cincinnati with the team caption Pee Wee Reese. This will give you an idea of the climate back when Robinson played. (Read page 41) I already knew quite a bit about Jackie Robinson before I read this book, but I still found it interesting because of all the photos, reprints of newspapers and magazines, and letters that are included. (show students the book by thumbing through the pages) If you’re interested in baseball or if you like history, I think you’ll especially like Promises to Keep.”

5. Characters: Many people are referred to from Thomas Rice, the 1830s entertainer, to Bill Cosby, a major contributor to the Jackie Robinson Fund. Some have only a cursory mention while some—such as Robinson family members and teammates—are mentioned more often. All are used to support the author’s premise of Jackie Robinson as an important and good person. Because this is a biography, there are no created characters; although, one could argue that Ms. Robinson chose to include historical figures for a specific purpose, and thus those included are influenced by her. While she allows only a glance at most, students should be encouraged to seek out primary sources for more information. 

a. Mallie Robinson – Mother of five (including Jackie). She was a sharecropper in 1919 Georgia. She moved her children to Pasadena, California where she worked as cook and cleaning lady in the homes of whites. 

b. Jerry Robinson – Jackie Robinson’ father. He deserted the family when Jackie Robinson was quite young. 

c. Jackie Robinson – father of the author. Went to UCLA and lettered in four sports. He served in the US Army as a second lieutenant. Played for the Brooklyn Dodgers 1947-57, known as the player who broke the color barrier in baseball. 

d. Rachel Robinson – First in her family to graduate college. Studied nursing and graduated from UCLA in 1945.Wife to Jackie Robinson. 

e. Mack Robinson – Brother to Jackie Robinson. Competed on the U.S. 1936 Olympic team and won a silver medal in the 200 meter dash and a gold as part of the relay team.  

f. Wesley Branch Rickey – President of the Brooklyn Dodgers who signed Robinson to play. Born in Ohio in 1881 and graduated Ohio Wesleyan University. Rickey held high moral principles and refused to work on Sundays and lectured against legalizing alcohol. 

g. Pee Wee Reese – Dodger team captain who befriended Robinson, despite being a southerner. 

h. Jesse Robinson Simms – Jackie Robinson’s grandson (Sharon Robinson’s son) who appeared in number 42 as part of Major League Baseball’s Memorable Moments in 2002. 

6. Conflict: Although there is no plot in this biography, the author explains Jackie Robinson’s ability to overcome the segregation of Major League Baseball.  She also concisely explains the historical background leading up to his playing. 

7. Conflict resolution: Jackie Robinson was the first African-American to play in the major leagues because Branch Rickey decided he was of the right “character” to undergo the pressures.

8. Genre: Promises to Keep is a nonfiction book. It is a biography, and also considered a photographic biography.

9. Recommended books by the same author:

· Safe at Home 
· Jackie's Nine: Jackie Robinson's Values to Live By
Recommended books in the same genre and level:

· A Strong Right Arm : The Story of Mamie "Peanut" Johnson by Michelle Green and Kadir Nelson
· The Voice That Challenged a Nation : Marian Anderson and the Struggle for Equal Rights by Russell Freedman 
· Stealing Home : The Story Of Jackie Robinson by Barry Denenberg 

· I Never Had It Made : An Autobiography of Jackie Robinson 
· The Story of Jackie Robinson : Bravest Man in Baseball by Margaret Davidson
10. Interest Level: 5-9

Reading Level: 7.0

11. Read aloud passages:

· Read the Introduction on pages 6-7. It gives a good sense of the book’s tone and purpose.

· Read pages 22-23 for a good sense of the historic times after WWII. Also read page 25 starting with, “Could baseball truly be considered …” and ending with “…because of the color of their skin?”

· Read page 38, and read the caption for the photo on that same page and the caption for the photo on page 39. Share photos with students. Also read page 41. These brief passages will give a sense of the racism in baseball.

12. Setting: The author begins with a narrative on her memories of her father and then introduces a history lesson on how segregation became accepted in the United States. The focus of the book is on Robinson’s playing days with the New York Dodgers 1947-1957, but the author includes information about her father’s life both pre and post baseball.

13. Summary: A biography of baseball legend Jackie Robinson, the first African American to play in the major leagues, as told by his daughter. 

14. Point of view: Sharon Robinson’s perspective certainly influences the biography.

15. Theme: Sharon Robinson’s purpose seems muddled at times. She focuses on what her father endured to overcome segregation, while stressing his athletic ability and disposition (why Branch Rickey “chose” Robinson to break the barrier).  Yet, she seems to really want to teach the idea of community service as a promise to keep. 

16. Across the Curriculum Connections:

English: Students could write an essay about Promises to Keep where they describe their own promises. Students could write a poem or story about Jackie Robinson. Students could read “Dream Deferred” and discuss it at it relates to the book. Students could read Jackie and Me and compare/contrast it to Promises to Keep.

Social studies: Students can research the integration of other sports in America and share their findings. Students can research the Negro Leagues and share their findings. Students can research Larry Doby and compare his career to Jackie Robinson’s. Students can research civil rights and Jackie Robinson’s part.

Math: Students could do a comparative analysis of Robinson’s statistics with other second basemen of the time period.  Or they could compare stolen base percentages with those of great base stealers such as Rickie Henderson, Lou Brock, and Maurie Wills. 

Music: Students can sing the song “Did You See Jackie Robinson Hit That Ball?” and discuss it in relation to the biography. 

Resources:

· http://mlb.mlb.com/NASApp/mlb/mlb/official_info/mlb_official_community_breaking_barriers.jsp Breaking Barriers web site from MLB with 10 page Teacher’s Guide

· http://www.baseballhalloffame.org/hofers_and_honorees/hofer_bios/robinson_jackie.htm Baseball Hall of Fame web site with streaming video, other links and information

· http://rs6.loc.gov/ammem/collections/robinson/ Library of Congress site with links to timeline and early baseball photos; includes a link to The Learning Page, which includes curriculum connections for educators

· http://www.jackierobinson.org/ The Jackie Robinson Foundation

· http://content.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=4797 Scholastic’s timeline of events in lives of Rachel and Jackie Robinson

· http://www.blackbaseball.com/ TK Publishers’ site on Black Baseball includes timeline and information on Negro Leagues players and teams. 

· http://www.nlbm.com/ Negro Leagues Baseball Museum in Kansas City.

· http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/robinson/music.html Background and words for the song “Did You See Jackie Robinson Hit That Ball?”

· http://www.teachersfirst.com/autoframe.htm?http://baseball-almanac.com/bstatmen.shtml Web site has links for baseball statistics.

· The Jackie Robinson Story. Directed by Alfred E. Green, 1950. 76 min. 

· Jackie and Me by Dan Gutman

· “Dream Deferred” poem by Langston Hughes

17. Activities:

English: See unit plans at http://www.learningtogive.org/lessons/unit37/lesson1.html and http://www.jimcrowhistory.org/resources/lessonplans/hs_lp_jackie_robinson.htm
http://www.teachersfirst.com/autoframe.htm?http://www.thepotters.com/puzzles/baseball.html Word search puzzle of baseball terms. 

Social studies: See unit plans at http://www.baseballhalloffame.org/education/units/content/cultural_diversity.htm and also at http://www.baseballhalloffame.org/education/units/PDF/HOFEDU_cultural_studies_jackier.PDF
Math: See unit plan at http://www.teachersfirst.com/autoframe.htm?http://euclid.barry.edu/%7Emarinas/mat476/journal/kup319df.html 

http://www.teachersfirst.com/autoframe.htm?http://home.istar.ca/%7Embein/baseball.html Good starting point for a lesson in interpreting graphs.

Batters Up game at http://www.teachersfirst.com/autoframe.htm?http://www.prongo.com/math/
18. Discussion questions:

Pre-reading: What do you know about Jackie Robinson? What do you know about promises?

Post-reading: What new information did you learn about Jackie Robinson? What do you think Sharon Robinson meant by the title Promises to Keep?

Discussion questions:

a. Introduction: What did Sharon Robinson state was her father’s “commitment to America”?

b. A Black and White World: What did Sharon Robinson’s father help change?

What was Jim Crow?

c. Signs of Hope: Can you give two examples from this section that are truly signs of hope?

Who was Mack Robinson? What did he accomplish?

d. A Determined Pair: What sports did Jackie Robinson play in college?  When Rachel Isum and Jackie Robinson met at UCLA, what did each want? What did Jackie Robinson do after college? 

e. 1945: A Changing World: What did Jackie Robinson do after WWII?  Why?

Who was Moses Fleetwood Walker? Who was Branch Rickey and what did he do?

f. Why My Father? What was Jackie Robinson’s interview with Mr. Rickey like? How do you think you would have responded if you had been Jackie?

g. Play Ball!: What team first signed Jackie that was affiliated with MLB? Did all towns in Florida welcome Jackie as a player? What was Jackie’s response when a Syracuse player threw a black cat toward him? When did Jackie Robinson play his first game as a Dodger? Who was Pee Wee Reese? What did he do in Cincinnati? 

h. A Civil Rights Champion: What was announced on Dec. 13, 1956? What did Jackie do? What company did Jackie Robinson work for after he retired from baseball? What honor did Jackie Robinson receive in 1962? What civilian and human rights awards did Jackie Robinson receive?

i. Jackie Robinson’s Legacy: What was “one of the saddest days of my life” according to Sharon Robinson? What would say is Jackie Robinson’s legacy?

Language:

a. Legacy - something transmitted by or received from an ancestor or predecessor or from the past

b. Promise - a declaration that one will do or refrain from doing something specified 

c. Determination - the act of deciding definitely and firmly

d. Segregation - the separation or isolation of a race, class, or ethnic group by enforced or voluntary residence in a restricted area, by barriers to social intercourse, by separate educational facilities, or by other discriminatory means 

e. Sharecropper - a tenant farmer especially in the southern U.S. who is provided with credit for seed, tools, living quarters, and food, who works the land, and who receives an agreed share of the value of the crop minus charges 

f. Discrimination - to make a difference in treatment or favor on a basis other than individual merit 

g. Opportunity - a good chance for advancement or progress PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="

h. Exclusive - limiting or limited to possession, control, or use by a single individual or group

i. Activist – someone who supports a doctrine or practice that emphasizes direct vigorous action especially in support of or opposition to one side of a controversial issue
j. accomplishment - a special skill or ability acquired by training or practice 

19. Indiana Standards: 

English = 6.1.4, 6.2.1, 6.2.3, 6.2.6, 6.2.7, 7.1.3, 7.2.1, 7.2.2, 7.2.4, 7.3.1, 7.3.2, 8.1.3, 8.2.3, 8.2.4, 8.2.6, 8.3.7

Social studies = 6.1.18, 6.1.20, 7.1.17, 7.5.8, 8.1.16, 8.1.22, 8.1.27, 8.1.29, 

Physical Education = 6.7.3, 8.6.3, 
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