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Novel Resource 1

1. Book Information: 

Grandits, John. Technically, It’s Not My Fault: Concrete Poems. 2004. Houghton Mifflin Company.

2. About the Author:

“John Grandits is an award-winning book and magazine designer and the author of ‘Beatrice Black Bear,’ a monthly cartoon for Click magazine. He lives in Red Bank, N.J., with his wife, Joanne, a children’s librarian, and Gilbert, an evil cat. Technically, It’s Not My Fault is his first book of poetry.” 

from http://www.houghtonmifflinbooks.com/catalog/authordetail.cfm?authorID=9618
Agency site: http://www.tla1.com/Talent/John_Grandits/JOHN_GRANDITS.htm
Contact information: 

John Grandits, c/o Houghton Mifflin Children's Books, 8th Floor, 222 Berkeley Street, 
Boston, MA 02116-3764

John Grandits - (732) 758-9295 - 70 Elm Pl, Red Bank, NJ 07701

Photo:  from http://www.litfest.net/2005.html#Grandits

    

Also see “Resources” in #16 below for additional information.

3. Annotation: A collection of poems in which words and art combine to make pictures of the life of an 11 year-old boy. Technically, It’s Not My Fault includes twenty-eight poems over a wide range of topics of interest to all children. Although the speaker in most of the poems is a boy named Robert, and many “boy” topics such as regurgitation, flatulence, and skateboarding are here, girls will also laugh out loud as they read Grandits’ s poems. Though the poems do not all technically fit the definition poetry, students will enjoy Grandit’s clever use of shapes, typefaces, and arrangement of words on the page.

4. Booktalk: 

a. Ask students if they know what concrete poetry is. If none do, then ask them what they think it is. Provide a brief definition if students are unsure. (Definition: Poetry which forms a structurally original visual shape.)

b. Begin by reading the poem on the cover. 

c. Then read the inside flyleaf about the book. Inform students the author is John Grandits. 

d. Then show students the page for the poem “Sick Day.” Read the poem aloud and then show it to them again.

Also see http://www.nancykeane.com/booktalks/grandits_technically.htm
5. Characters: N/A Other than Robert, any “characters” don’t reoccur as in a novel.

6. Conflict: N/A (This book is not fiction.)

7. Conflict Resolution: N/A (This book is not fiction.)

8. Poetry is the genre.

9. Recommended books by John Grandits:


Blue Lipstick, 2005: Clarion/ 2006:Houghton Mifflin.


Pictures Tell Stories, 2000 McGraw Hill.

      Recommended books in the same genre:


A Poke in the I: A Collection of Concrete Poems by Paul B. Janeczko (Ed.)


A Kick in the Head: An Everyday Guide to Poetic Forms by Paul B. Janeczko


Seeing Things: A Book of Poems by Robert Froman

10. Reading level 3.4; Interest level 4-7

11. Read Aloud poems:


“How We Ended Up With a Plain Pizza”  (see #17 below)


“The Lay-Up”


“It’s Not Fair”


--Most of the poems in this collection lend themselves well to being read aloud as with all poetry. However, students should also SEE the poems.

12. Setting N/A 

13. Summary: This collection of concrete poems (some of which loosely fit the genre) are all connected to a kid named Robert, who is the speaker in most. The poems are all humorous—in both content and appearance

14. Poems do not have POV.  The speaker in most is Robert, an eleven-year-old boy.

15. Theme is N/A as it’s not fiction.

16. Across the Curriculum Connections:

Science: 

a. As students read “The Australian Cane Toad”, they should notice how Grandits uses a nonfiction selection to create a type of found poem. Then we read Robert’s thoughts about his homework and see his test over that homework.  Next we read a poem about a bully on Robert’s bus, where Grandits cleverly uses the toad as a metaphor in a type of companion poem to the first poem.  

b. Students could study the biology involved in flatulence after reading “The Autobiography of Murray the Fart.”

c. Students could research octopus and boa constrictors after reading  ‘Professional Wrestling for Animals.” Students could also research other animals they think could compete in animal wrestling. 

d. Students can research Galileo and discuss Robert’s experiment in “Technically, It’s Not My Fault.” 

Social Studies:

a. Students research “My Sister Is Crazy” to verify the information on ancient civilizations. 

Language Arts:

a. Students read “The Thank–You Letter” and study the proper use of footnotes. 

b. Students read “Where New Words Come From” and make their own list of words to look up in the dictionary or other sources for word etymology. 

c. Students write their own concrete poems.

Art:

a. Students illustrate their concrete poems.

Industrial Technology:

a. Students design and create roller coaster models in class and then write a concrete poem modeled on “Spew Machine.”

b. Students discuss how writing poetry is like building a house after reading “The Little House.”

Family and Consumer Science:

a. Have students write a poem about a food they dislike or like modeled on “Stop Playing with Your Food.”

Computer Technology:

a. Students type their concrete poems using different fonts as listed on the last page. Students should be able to explain why their choice in font enhances their poems.

Physical Education:

a. Have students read “Skateboard,”  “The Lay-Up,” and  “Robert’s Four At-Bats.”  Students then choose an activity or game they have played in class and write their concrete poem about it.

Resources:

· How to Appreciate Poetry.  2004, Teacher’s Video Co., Scottsdale, AZ.

· Poem Making: Ways to Begin Writing Poetry by Myra Cohn Livingston. Harper Collins, 1991.

· www.poets.org, The Academy of American Poets
· http://ettcweb.lr.k12.nj.us/forms/newpoem.htm, Educational Technology Training Center’s Instant Poetry Forms

· http://www.loc.gov/poetry/, Library of Congress: Poetry

· http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=211, Lesson plan for teaching concrete poetry in high school

· http://www.theteacherscorner.net/lesson-plans/writing/poetry/index.htm, The Teachers Corner listing for web sites and lesson plans

· http://www.amarilloart.org/lp_7_eng_poetryshapes.html, The Amarillo Museum of Art’s suggested lesson plan for poetry writing activity

· http://depts.washington.edu/ctltstaf/example_portfolios/williams/artifacts/127605.docKathy Eileen Williams’s lesson is appropriate for a 7th grade Language Arts class

· http://www.state.lib.la.us/empowerlibrary/TECHNICALLY%20ITS%20NOT%20MY%20FAULT.pdf Louisiana State Library’s site for this book and related activities

· Contact the English departments of Indiana State University and St. Mary of the Woods College for professors and/or students who will speak to classes.

17. Activities:

1. http://www.quia.com/rr/164301.html, A “Rags to Riches” game where students identify poetic devices used in the book.

2. Pre-writing strategy: After students have chosen a theme/topic, have them choose 3 objects related to their theme/topic and draw them. Each drawing should be a quick and simple sketch, nothing elaborate. Then students then brainstorm for words that describe and connect to their sketches.

3. Have five students volunteer to read aloud with the teacher. Each student reads one “piece” of the pizza from the poem “How We Ended Up With a Plain Pizza.” The teacher begins by reading the title and words that go around the poem. The teacher reads the “piece” that begins, “I don’t care what you kids get.” The students and the teacher all read their “pieces” simultaneously to create the effect of chaos. The teacher concludes the reading with the red font at the end, “All right, all right!”

18. Discussion questions:

Pre-reading: 1. What is concrete poetry? 2. What concrete poems have you read before? 3. What do you expect when you’re told that you will read a concrete poem?

Post-reading: 1. Can you give some specific examples of why the poems in this book are concrete poems? 2. Did these poems meet your expectations of concrete poetry? How? 

Discussion questions:

1. Why do you think Grandits put a poem on the cover of the book?

2. How do you know where to begin reading “My Stupid Day”?

3. Which poem is it that we first learn exactly who the speaker is in most of the poems? 

4. In the poem "TyrannasaurBus Rex," why is the bus compared to a Tyrannosaurus Rex?

5. In the poem under  “The Australian Cane Toad” that begins “On the school bus the next day,” why is the homework poisonous to the Triceratops?

6. What does “DRAWKCAB”  mean?

7. Who is the speaker in “Sleepover Conversation”? How do you know?

8. What kind of accident did Robert have? What specific lines tell you this in “The Cast”?

9. Why do you think Grandits ended his book with “The Little House”?

19. Language: Vocabulary terms and definitions

a. Coincidence = the occurrence of events that happen at the same time by accident but seem to have some connection

b. Polka = a lively Bohemian dance tune in 2/4 time

c. Vicious = dangerously aggressive: marked by violence or cruelty 

d. Carnivorous = subsisting or feeding on animal tissues

e. Parachute = a device for slowing the fall of a person or object through the air that consists of a special fabric canopy beneath which the person or object is suspended

f. Mingle = to bring or mix together or with something else usually without fundamental loss of identity 

g. Vortex = a mass of fluid (as a liquid) with a whirling or circular motion that tends to form a cavity or vacuum in the center of the circle and to draw toward this cavity or vacuum bodies subject to its action

h. Linguini = a type of long, flat pasta

i. Ollie = the ollie is a skateboard jump that allows street skaters to skip up onto sidewalks, hop over obstacles and leap across open spaces. 

j. Have each class determine a working definition for “snarky” based on the context of the word in “Where New Words Come From.” Then add the word and the class definition to this list.

20. Indiana Academic Standards:

English= 6.1.2, 6.2.2, 6.3.4, 6.3.5, 6.3.7; 7.1.1, 7.3.5; 8.1.1, 8.1.2, 8.1.3, 8.3.1, 8.3.6, 

Science= 8.1.8, 

Social studies= 6.1.13, 

Visual Art= 6.3.1, 6.6.2, 6.11.2, 6.14.1; 7.3.1, 7.3.2, 7.13.1; 8.5.1, 8.12.1, 8.14.1, 
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