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	Title:  
	Technically, it’s not my fault:  Concrete Poems

	Author:
	John Grandits

	Publisher:
	Clarion Books

	Copyright Date:
	2004


	About the Author:

(Interesting facts, etc)
	John Grandits lives in Red Bank, N.J. He has won awards for his book and magazine designs.  He also writes a monthly cartoon for Click magazine.  



	Web Address:
	http://www.houghtonmifflinbooks.com/catalog/authordetail.cfm?authorID=9618  (Best I could find)



	E-Mail:

Mailing Address:
	 unknown
unknown

	Picture:
	[image: image1.jpg]




	Connection to the Book:
	There are poems about topics that both girls and boys will relate to.  The way the words are shaped into cool pictures and designs will be appealing to the reluctant reader.

  

	Other books by this author:
	Blue Lipstick:  Concrete Poems
Picture Tell Stories



	Annotation:
	An eleven-year-old boy named Robert shares poems on a variety of topics some ordinary, others not so ordinary.  Sure there are poems about homework, pizza, and annoying sisters, but there are also poems about the world’s greatest roller coaster and scratch and sniff fart stickers.  The layout and design of the book is very creative and captivates the reader to explore John Grandits’ world of concrete poems.


	Booktalk:
	Even if you think you don’t like poetry you’d better take a look at “Technically, it’s not my fault:  Concrete Poems.”  This book of poems is like no other.  Robert, an eleven year old boy, takes you through a winding and curvy path of poems about pizza, annoying sisters, and even professional wrestling for animals.   


	Characters:
	Name & Age:
	Relationship to other characters:
	Personality traits:

	
	Robert / 11
	The author’s voice
	Energetic, Creative

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


	Conflict:
	The struggles that face 11 year old Robert daily.  


	Conflict Resolution:
	Through the poems Robert is able to say all the things he thinks, but doesn’t say out loud.     


	Genre:
	Juvenile Nonfiction

Poetry – Juvenile / General


	You’ll love these:
	Same genre / interest level:
	Joyful Noise:  Two Voices
Eric Carle’s:  Animals Animals


	
	By same author:
	Blue Lipstick:  Concrete Poems

Picture Tell Stories




	Interest level / reading level:
	
	Reading Level – 4.7   Interest Level – 5-9

	
	
	


	Read-aloud pages/passage:
	Chapter and page #:
	Description of action:

	
	      My Stupid Day
     Professional Wrestling
     for Animals
	Poem about the monotonous daily routine of an 11 year old.
An octopus wrestles a boa constrictor.


	
	
	

	
	
	

	Setting:
	In the mind of an 11 year old boy 


	Summary:
	Robert writes poems about things in his everyday life.  He writes poems about things that really happen as well as things he just thinks about in his mind.


	Point of View:
	Robert, an 11 year old boy, is the narrator.  First person.


	Theme:
	The subject of each individual poem is a separate theme.

	Across the Curriculum Connections:

	Subject:
	Suggested Activities:
	Resources:


(I couldn’t think of a Social Studies activity so I’m including two science activities.)
	Science
	Students might take the “Professional Wrestling for Animals” poem to study the octopus and the boa constrictor.
Using the poem which serves as the title for this book and is displayed on the front cover, students will study Galileo’s theory of how fast objects of different weight will fall to the ground.  Students will also learn about Aristotle’s original theory on the same topic and discover which is correct. 


	http://www.pbs.org/wnet/nature/octopus/
http://animal.discovery.com/fansites/jeffcorwin/carnival/slithering/boa.html
I believe the demonstration needed to complete this activity is self-explanatory. 

After a review of the scientist and their theories students will conduct experiments to determine which theory is correct.

	
	
	

	Math
	Students could see how many geometric shapes can be found in the layout of the poems.
	http://www.mathleague.com/help/geometry/polygons.htm
http://www.aplusmath.com/cgi-bin/flashcards/geoflash



	Activities:

Create your own concrete poem.
	Group Size

1-2
	Description:

Students will write a concrete poem and then illustrate the poem.  The layout and design of this book should serve as an inspiration.  Topics could be chosen individually or the class could suggest a group of topic to choose from.  


	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Discussion Questions:
	Question
	Question Type

	Pre-Reading:
	
	

	Post-reading:
	
	

	First 1/3 of book:
	What time does Robert wake up each morning to go to school?
What gifts did Aunt Hildegard send Robert?
	Comprehension / Understanding
Comprehension / Understanding

	Second 1/3 of book:
	What does “snarpy” mean?
Which poem is labeled an autobiography?

What sports are represented in the different poems?
	Comprehension / Understanding
Comprehension / Understanding

Comprehension / Understanding

	
	
	

	             Last 1/3 of book:
	What’s not fair?
Why does Robert have a cast on his foot?

	Comprehension / Understanding
Comprehension / Understanding

Cause / Effect




	Language (spelling/vocabulary):
	Term
None needed for this book.
	Definition

	
	
	  

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Indiana Standards met by novel content:
	

	English/Language Arts:
	6.1.1, 6.1.3, 6.3.7, 6.4.1, 6.4.2, 6.4.8, 6.4.9, 6.6.1, 6.6.2, 6.6.3, 6.6.4, 6.6.5, 6.7.8, 7.1.1, 7.4.1, 7.4.8, 7.4.9, 7.6.8, 8.3.1, 8.4.1, 8.4.7, 8.4.8, 8.4.9, 8.6.5, 8.6.6, 8.6.7


	Math:
	6.4.1, 6.4.3, 6.4.5, 8.4.1, 8.4.2

	Science:
	6.1.1, 7.1.1, 7.1.2, 7.1.3, 7.1.4, 8.1.1, 8.1.4, 8.1.4 

	Social Studies:
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