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	Title:
	Technically, It’s Not my Fault

	Author:
	John Grandits

	Publisher:
	Clarion Books Houghton Mifflin

	Copyright Date:
	2004


	About the Author:

(Interesting facts, etc)
	Lives with a psycho cat, is the comic strip author of “Beatrice Black Bear” in Click magazine, is a book and magazine designer.

	Web Address:
	N/A

	E-Mail:

Mailing Address:
	N/A

	Picture:
	[image: image1.jpg]




	Other books by this author:
	Pictures Tell Stories, Blue Lipstick:  Concrete Poems


	Annotation:
	All too often in this world, we get caught up in being adults.  We forget to stop and smell the roses.  

Robert is and 11 year-old boy who is telling the reader about his life, times, thoughts, and impressions.  John Grandits reminds us, through his main character that there are some things that we should always remember to do; like not forget to live life through laughter, creativity, and maybe just a bit of immaturity.  


	Booktalk:
	Robert is a normal kid who likes pizza, sports, computer games and most definitely terrorizing his sister. This is a book about life according to Robert in the style of concrete poems.  And remember, “technically, it’s not [his] fault”.


	Characters:
	Name & Age:
	Relationship to other characters:
	Personality traits:

	
	Robert 11
	Main character
	Funny, creative, typical

	
	Various family members
	Mother, sister, father, grandma
	Victims of Robert’s humor


	Conflict:
	Getting through the day to day of growing up.


	Conflict Resolution:
	He goes about growing up with humor on his side.


	Genre:
	Children’s Poetry


	You’ll love these:
	Same genre / interest level:
	A Poke in the I:  Concrete Poems, Outside the Lines:  Poetry at Play

	
	By same author:
	“Beatrice Black Bear”


	Interest level / reading level:
	From www.perma-bound.com:
	IL5-8 RL 6.3


	Read-aloud pages/passage:
	Chapter and page #:
	Description of action:

	
	Cover
	An incident where Robert learns a physics and life lesson at the same time.

	
	Pgs. 28-29
	One of Robert’s successes at overcoming obstacles—playing baseball


	Setting:
	Seemingly we are right in the mind of 11 year old Robert, seeing life through his eyes.


	Summary:
	Robert is an eleven year old boy describing his life, in concrete poetry.


	Point of View:
	First person, very subjective


	Theme:
	Don’t lose your inner child, name him/her, and rejoice in them.


	Across the Curriculum Connections:

	Subject:
	Suggested Activities:
	Resources:

	LA/Art
	Write a concrete poem and illustrate it.
	http://www.candlewick.com/book_files/0763606618.kit.1.pdf


	Activities:
	Group Size
	Description:

	
	Individual
	Outline your day to day activities, pinpoint one activity that is action based.  Write a concrete poem about how you complete said activity.  Present to the class.


	Discussion Questions:
	Question
	Type of Question

	Pre-Reading:
	Looking at the cover of this only, what style and subject of writing do you think the author is using?
	Extending/Predicting

	Post-reading:
	Did the author’s style of writing encourage you to keep reading or did it completely turn you against the book?  Why?
	Analytical

	              During the book:
	What draws you to a certain poem in this book?
	Analytical


	Language (spelling/vocabulary):
	Term
	Definition

	Dictionary.com
	Concrete poetry
	Poetry that visually conveys the poet’s meaning through the graphic arrangement of letters, words, or symbols on the page.

	Dicitonary.com
	poetry
	Piece of literature written in verse


	Indiana Standards met by novel content:
	

	English/Language Arts:
	6.1.1, 7.5.6, 8.3.1 
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