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About the Author:

Interesting Facts:  Jim Murphy’s list of books written for young people tops 25.  He has received many awards for his writing including the Newbery Honor, the Robert F. Sibert Informational Book Award and a Boston Globe/Horn Book Honor.  He is a two-time winner of the NCTE Orbis Pictus Award and the SCBWI Golden Kite Award.  He has received Clarion titles with A Young Patriot, Across American on an Emigrant Train, The Boys’ War, and Pick & Shovel Poet.  
Web Address:  http://www.jimmurphybooks.com/ 
Email Address:  jim@jimmurphybooks.com
Mailing Address:  Jim resides in Maplewood, New Jersey with his wife.  No address could be located.  
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Connection to the Book:  Jim wants to see his love of history come alive for young readers.  He says it brilliantly when he writes, “"One of my goals in writing about events from the past is to show that children weren't just observers of our history. They were actual participants and sometimes did amazing and heroic things.”  http://www.scils.rutgers.edu/~kvander/murphy.html
Other Books by this Author:  Inside the Alamo, Gone A-Whaling, The Journal of Brian Doyle, The Great Fire, Blizzard!, A Young Patriot, The Boys’ War, and The Long Road to Gettysburg
Annotation:  A book of non-fiction, this Houghton Mifflin Company book very clearly depicts life in Philadelphia in 1793.  It accurately takes the reader into the nation’s capitol at a time when medical technology was far from where we know it to be today.  Jim Murphy’s passion for history clearly shows through this book for young adults as he draws them into the heartache and devastation of Yellow Fever.  He clearly accents the suffering, the pain, and the economic pressures in terms of survival.  A picture of history that parallels tragedy as we still see it today is a must read for history buffs of any age.  
Booktalk:  Imagine a major US city in the  middle of a tragic event.  The majority of the population leaves town.  Most that stay back stay because they are too poor to leave.  Thousands die while politicians struggle with who is in charge and to effectively deal with the situation.  To make matters worse, after the tragedy subsides, the finger pointing starts and the potential of the tragedy reoccurring is very possible.  No, this is not Hurricane Katrina in the city of New Orleans in the summer of 2005.  This is the Yellow Fever epidemic of 1793 in the city of Philadelphia.  Feel like you are living the experience first hand.  Pick up a copy of Jim Murphy’s An American Plague today.  

Characters:  (Please keep in mind that characters in a book of non-fiction are generally not described or presented as in a book of fiction.  The reader carries the responsibility of understanding the character, especially in a book portraying people during a particular time period.  Keep that in mind when encouraging students to spend much time on characterization.)
George Washington, first President of the United States.  Washington used his wealth and power to flee the city.  Even though he did appear to have concern and compassion toward the city’s plight, he offered no assistance or help to those staying behind.
Benjamin Rush, doctor and educator.  He was very well-liked and respected; however, during the Yellow Fever, he hyped the practice of blood-letting causing many to consider him a “quack.”  However, his concerns always remained with the people, continuing to c care for the sick even while ill himself.

Mayor Clarkson, Mayor of Pennsylvania.  Mayor Clarkson stayed in Philadelphia, primarily running the city on his own account.  After his city basically collapsed, he remained on to try and keep things running.  His main goal was to keep his city from complete and total devastation.  

Absalom Jones and Richard Allen, black ministers of a local Methodist church in Philadelphia.  They both worked tirelessly with an association of black nurses going door to door to bring comfort and aide to the sick.  Even after the organization took criticism from some of the local newspapers for the salaries the nurses were taking, the mayor recognized the heroic contributions of Jones and Allen and praised them for the work being done.  
Conflict:  In An American Plague, as a non-fiction book, internal and external conflicts are parallel.  The internal conflicts of the characters in the book are the conflicts of society at the given time.  The conflict is the rapid spread of Yellow Fever in the nation’s capital in 1793.  The spread was ravishing Philadelphia with no idea for some time how it was spread or how to stop it.  Fingers were pointed in all political direction trying desperately to pin blame or cause with no resolution to develop for some time.

Conflict Resolution:  Many hard working doctors and nurses spent numerous hours trying to overcome the dilemma and find an answer to the disease that was killing many.

Genre:  An American Plague is a non-fiction story.  Jim Murphy’s intent in writing this book is to portray a period of history with interest to young adult readers.  

If You Liked An American Plague, You’ll Love:  Johnny Tremain by Esther Forbes, If You Lived at the Time of the American Revolution by Kay Moore, My Brother Sam is Dead by James Lincoln Collier, The Diary of Anne Frank by Anne Frank, and The Sign of the Beaver by Elizabeth George Speare

Interest Level/Reading Level:

Interest Level     5-9          Reading Level     9.0   per http://www.perma-bound.com/PermaBound
Ages   10-14      Grades    5-9        per http://www.btsb.com/Library/Showcase/AuthorDetail.php?ID=518 

Read Aloud Passage:  Chapter 3, page 23
Beginning with the second full paragraph, Jim Murphy explains why so many people stayed behind even after the disease was spreading so rampantly.  His portrayal is so parallel to the plight of those “stuck” in New Orleans and other areas following Hurricane Katrina in the summer of 2005.  Those that stayed behind did so because they were too poor to travel and had no family or friends on the outside to help them.  Though they knew their future looked bleak if they stayed, they had no alternative.  This passage truly sets the stage for the reader to understand life at the time.  What a sad predicament those people were in; just like what we all watched happen less than a year ago.
Setting:  The story takes place in Philadelphia in 1793.  At that time, Philadelphia was the nation’s capitol and full of all political activity.

Summary:  In 1793 the city of Philadelphia was the home of the capitol of the United States.  It had not moved to Washington D.C. yet.  That summer saw Yellow Fever ravish the city.  You have to remember that medicine was not as advanced in 1973 as it is today.  Viruses and bacteria were unheard of and the thought of a mosquito transmitting a disease that could take down a human being was ludicrous.  

The ones that were healthy and had means to leave Philadelphia certainly did; this included most of the federal government which consisted of the likes of George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Alexander Hamilton, and James Madison.  There were a few dedicated doctors and volunteers who stayed behind and did what they could to control the situation.  Many doctors had different ideas on the causes of the disease and the best remedies.  Most agreed that the filthy conditions of the ports, harbors, and city streets did not help matters.
Of course, with the onset of colder temperatures in the fall the epidemic subsided, but not before thousands died.  The epidemic showed its ugly face many more years in Philadelphia and other US cities before it was finally discovered that a certain species of mosquito caused the disease and efforts were made to wipe them out.  There still is not a cure today for Yellow Fever and an epidemic is still possible even in the United States.

Point of View:  The story is told in third person from the views of a narrator.  Keep in mind that this is a non-fiction book told in story format as opposed to listings of factual information.
Theme:  The theme of An American Plague revolves around desperation and society.  It very clearly paints the picture of suffering, economics, and survival of the United States at a time when medicine was still advancing and success was measured on far different scales than we use today.  An American Plague offers a glimpse into a life many of us have never really understood and probably wouldn’t be able to understand nearly as well without some of the national and international tragedies we, as a nation, have endured the last several years:  911, the hurricanes, and the climbing rates of cancer-related setbacks and deaths.
Across the Curriculum Connections: 

History 
The book An American Plague fits well into a history class in discussion

of earlier American politics.  One key element is to discuss the importance of Philadelphia in the late 1700’s and when the capitol city was moved to Washington D.C.  A geography lesson could also be incorporated in relevance to the eastern portion of the country.  Information can be found at http://encarta.msn.com/encyclopedia_761576320_4____7/Washington_D_C.html#s7 
Language

Arts
Class discussions covering the elements of fiction, point of view, and theme take place as a class and in small group discussion.  Book reports, reviews, and booktalks offer a variety of insight into the novel.  The book itself is a vital resource for any project as are the author’s influence in the literary world.   The author can be studied in more detail at http://www.jimmurphybooks.com/about.htm. 

Science
Disease study is central in bridging the reading of An American Plague to any science class.  Elements of medical advancements, medical training, funding, and the basics of diseases themselves including origin, spread, treatment and cures play well into the field for discussion.  Classes can research the disease of Yellow Fever by beginning their study at http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/yellowfever.htm.  

Math
A math class could very easily dive into the population and economy of United States in 1793 and compare and contrast it with the population and economy of today.  From there, information could be presented in many forms including pie graphs and charts.  As mentioned in a previous unit, pie graphs and charts can be taught as a separate lesson or in a direct link to this unit.  More information can be found at http://nces.ed.gov/nceskids/createagraph/index.asp?ID=845D4DDDA92CD816E.  

Activities:
An activity to be incorporated into a Language Arts classroom would be a journal prompt.  Following a student’s reading of An American Plague, ask the student to answer the following prompt:  If I had been a child in Philadelphia in 1793, I would have…   Encourage the students to vividly portray the time as they perceive it.  Would the student have been one to contract the disease?  What would that have been like?  Would the student have been one of the lucky ones to escape?  How would that make one feel?  Keep in mind that in journal prompts such as this there are no right or wrong answers.  Simply look for evidence to support their writing and always keep grammar, sentence structure, complete sentences, and spelling in check.
An additional Science activity can be found at http://medmyst.rice.edu/html/content.html and is described as follows:
	
	Medical Mysteries
	 

	 
	is a problem-based adventure game that engages you, the player, in the role of scientist, historian, and detective. There are three missions, each with its own learning objectives. The knowledge gained from each mission will help you understand how infectious diseases are spread.



The activity progresses as follows: 

	Mission Debriefing Activities
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	·  ACTIVITY 1: Diary of a Disease [214KB pdf] 
The student will research an infectious disease and write a story from the disease's perspective. 

·  ACTIVITY 2: Super Agent [571KB pdf] 
The student will learn how the structures of different pathogens enable the germs to infect their hosts. 

·  ACTIVITY 3: Microbe Meals [281KB pdf] 
The student will supply yeast with different food sources and see how this affects the yeast's ability to grow. 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


http://medmyst.rice.edu/html/mat1.html
Once the activity is completed, the evidence can be linked to An American Plague and the progression of Yellow Fever through Philadelphia in 1793.

Discussion Questions:
Pre-Reading:
What was the capital city of the United States before Washington D.C.?  (comprehension)

What could bring a city to its knees causing the majority of the population 




to evacuate?  (analyzing)

Post-Reading:
What are some improvements we ave made today that help reduce the rapid spread of disease?  (understanding/cause and effect)


What is an epidemic in some parts of the world today and what measures are taking place to control them?  (understanding/extending)

First 1/3:
Where did Yellow Fever get its name?  (analyzing)


Can you think of something in our recent past that caused a mass exodus from a US city like the outbreak of Yellow Fever had on Philadelphia?  (extending)


What did the tolling of the bell indicate and how did its constant ringing influence people?  (analyzing/understanding)

Second 1/3:
How was food brought to the city and what would cause the price of food to soar?  (analyzing)

What kind of comparison can you make between the wealthy men of 1793 who stayed behind to help with the relief efforts and various relief efforts we see happening today?  (analyzing and extending)

Last 1/3:
Compare and contrast the role of George Washington during this epidemic and President Bush during Hurricane Katrina.  (extending)


How can 2 different people writing about the same situation (a situation that has already happened) come up with 2 different versions of what happened.  (analyzing)

Language:
The following list of vocabulary used in An American Plague is critical to following the story and understanding the emphasis of the disease and the political stance at the time.  Be sure students truly understand these terms in relevance to the book.
epidemic—spreading rapidly and extensively by infection by many individuals in an area
stevedore—a person employed in the loading or unloading of ships
alderman—in many town and city governments, a member of the municipal legislative body
wharf—a landing place or pier where ships may tie up and load or unload
copious—yielding or containing plenty; affording ample supply
quinine—a bitter, colorless, amorphous powder used in medicine to treat Malaria 
pestilence—a usually fatal, epidemic disease
phlebotomy—the therapeutic practice of opening a vein to draw blood
(definitions from The American Heritage Dictionary)

Indiana Standards

Met:

Math:


Grade 6



Standard #6—Data Analysis and Probability (6.6.1-6.6.5)




Grade 7




Standard #6—Data Analysis and Probability (7.6.1-7.6.7)




Grade 8




Standard #6—Data Analysis and Probability (8.6.1-8.6.7)

Language Arts:
Grade 6

Reading Standard #1—Word Recognition, Fluency, and Vocabulary Development (6.1.1, 6.1.2, 6.1.4)


Reading Standart #2—Comprehension (6.2.3, 6.2.4)


Reading Standard #3—Literary Response and Analysis (6.3.1-6.3.8)


Standard #4—Writing (6.4.5-6.4.10,)


Standard #5—Writing Applications (6.5.4)


Standard #6—English Language Conventions (6.6.1-6.6.5)


Standard #7—Listening and Speaking (6.7.4-6.7.7, 6.7.10-6.7.14)

Grade 7


Reading Standard #1—Word Recognition, Fluency, and Vocabulary Development (7.1.1, 7.1.3)


Reading Standard #2—Comprehension (7.2.4, 7.2.6)


Reading Standard #3—Literary Response and Anaylsis (7.3.1-7.3.5)


Standard #4—Writing (7.4.1-7.4.5, 7.4.8-7.4.10)


Standard #5—Writing Applications (7.5.2, 7.5.5)


Standard #6—English Language Conventions (7.6.6-7.6.9)


Grade 8


Reading Standard #1—Word Recognition, Fluency, and Vocabulary Development (8.1.2, 8.1.3)


Reading Standard #2—Comprehension (8.2.4)


Reading Standard #3—Literary Response and Analysis (8.3.2-8.3.5, 8.3.7)



Standard #4—Writing (8.4.1-8.4.3, 8.4.7-8.4.9)

Standard #5—Writing Applications (8.5.2, 8.5.5)

Standard #6—English Language Conventions (8.6.1-8.6.7)

Social
Studies

Grade 6
Standard #1—History (6.1.16-21)



Standard #2—Geography (6.3.14)



Standard #5—Individuals, Society, and Culture (6.5.1, 6.5.5)

Grade 7 (Grade 7 Standards focus mostly on Southwest Pacific, Asia, and Africa; a strong social studies teacher would have better luck applying additional standards for comparison) 

Standard #5—Individuals, Society, and Culture (7.5.1-4 (compare to US))
Grade 8

Standard #1—History (8.1.5-10, 8.1.26-31)

Standard #2—Civics and Government (8.2.6-7, 8.2.9)

Standard #3—Geography (8.3.6-7)

Standard #5—Individuals, Society, and Culture ( 8.5.5)

Science

Grade 6



Standard 2—Scientific Thinking (6.2.5-8)



Standard #4—The Living Environment (6.4.2, 6.4.8-9)




Standard #5—The Mathematical World (6.5.6-7)




Grade 7

Standard #1—The Nature of Science and Technology (7.1.2-4, 7.1.8-10)

Standard #2—Scientific Thinking (7.2.7)

Standard #4—The Living Environment (7.4.10, 7.4.12-13)
Standard #6—Historical Perspectives (7.6.1-4)

Grade 8

Standard # 1—The Nature of Science and Technology (8.1.3)

Standard # 2—Scientific Thinking (8.2.6-8)

Standard #4—The Living Environment (8.4.8)

Standard #5—The Mathematical World (8.5.6-10)
