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(Interesting facts, etc)
	· As a child, Murphy wasn’t interested in reading until forbidden to do so.

· Murphy has written more than 30 books concerning American history.
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· His work has been nominated for more than 16 awards

· Interesting that his written work is historical/factual since he was so focused on make believe as a child.
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	Connection to the Book:
	With all the recent talk of the potential Bird Flu pandemic, I found this historical overview very interesting and somewhat reflective of our own situation.   We hear so much on the news about how we are not ready for an epidemic and it sounds like we haven’t come very far since the plague of 1793.  They did not have the medical knowledge to truly assist the afflicted while we do.  The only problem with our knowledge is that it does not seem to be readily available to the public.  Our concern with production costs may ultimately cost us lives.  Our current media and government have openly discussed concerns about the government’s and society’s ability to continue function within a pandemic.   While reading of how Philadelphia came to a stand still, I wondered if we too would become unable to function due to illness or fear.  Also a major concern of mine was the issue of the sick in their homes unattended.  We have been told that the hospitals will not be able to handle the load of a full scale pandemic should the United States be struck by one.  I worry about the affect this could have on my family, particularly the children.  Overall, I am disappointed that we have not come farther and have not improved more than we have in our ability to prepare for this type of situation.  Though we may be able to see it coming, we still don’t have the resources needed to combat a plague in a humane and civil manner.  The point of recording our history is so we may learn from it and not repeat mistakes.  I don’t think anyone is paying attention.

	Other books by this author:
	Inside the Alamo, Gone a Whaling, Blizzard-The Storm that Changed America, A Young Patriot-The American Revolution Experienced by One Boy,  and Across America on an Emigrant Train


	Annotation:
	An American Plague provides the reader with a look back in time.  Murphy portrays all the grisly details of the yellow fever victims’ illness.  At various times he goes so far as to describe the noxious vomit as well as the eruptive bowel movements experienced by the victims while also discussing at length the disgusting smell that served as a product of these symptoms.  The idea of a plague crippling a large city like Philadelphia is frightening.  When you consider medical technology of the time, which wasn’t much, it’s amazing that anyone survived.  The late 1700’s medicine consisted of a combination of folklore, home remedies, and some updated practice.  I do think it interesting that one of the most popular doctors of the day, Benjamin Rush, used a concoction to poison his patients to induce vomiting and bowel movements.  This reminded me of the chemotherapy and radiation therapy that we currently use with cancer patients.  It seems that by now we should have learned enough and improved our technology enough to be able to do more than poison patients to induce behaviors that may help them.  

Additionally, it is shameful the way the politicians of the day behaved.  Many politicians left the city, including the president of the United States.  The President’s safety is one of the primary goals of the government, so it is understanding why he had to leave.  However, there were many who abandon their posts and responsibilities that could have failed the city permanently.  Volunteers stepped forward and met the challenge of holding the city together even though they did not have the authority to do so.  Another shame that was portrayed was that these very volunteers that so valiantly shouldered the burden of the city, the sick, and the dead were then charged the cost of the administration they put in place to maintain some semblance of order.  This is bad enough but others were criticized for their behavior simply because of the color of their skin.  When we consider our American forefathers, we think of them as strong, determined, stubborn, and proud.   These adjectives can only be used to describe very few who, at their own risk, stayed in their city and fought an invisible enemy.
	


	Booktalk:
	Imagine you and those around you all have the sniffles.  You go to bed feeling a little down, but nothing unusual for a summer cold.   When you wake up late the next morning, you feel better, jump out of bed, throw open the shutters and stumble back shocked.    Lying in the street is a man who is not breathing.  You talked to him just last night and he said he wasn’t feeling well but you thought it was just a passing summer cold like your own.  Then you notice the weak wails of the sick around you.  Immediately after that you stagger under the odor that assaults your senses and is emanating from the sick.  Afraid you lock your doors, latch the shutters and decide to wait it out.    You hear the town crier in the street who informs you that you have just woke up in the Yellow Fever plague of 1793.  

Two weeks later, things are desperate.  You are almost out of food and the constant crying of the sick and dying is driving you crazy.  For so many being sick, you have noticed a lot of traffic lately…those who are abandoning their city.   Should you go with them?  Your affliction was truly a summer cold.  If you stay will you condemn yourself to the same grisly death many around you are facing?   But if you and those like you leave, who will help the others and who will run the city?   This is what our ancestors faced in 1793 and numerous years up through the 1800’s.  Read about the heroes and the wimps, and the desperate measures they took to assure the salvation of as many as possible and of the largest city in the United States.  An American Plague by Jim Murphy will tell you how they managed and the inhumane shortcuts that had to be taken in this time of desperation.



	Characters:
	Name & Age:
	Relationship to other characters:
	Personality traits:

	
	Stephen Girard
	Wealthy merchant  one of 2 volunteers to take over Bush Hill.
	Organized, orderly, patient, caring, compassionate, and patriotic.

	
	Matthew Clarkson
	Mayor of Philadelphia during the time of plague, head of 12 person committee to take control of city, one of few politicians who stayed at their posts.
	Respected, responsible, admired, dedicated, leadership qualities

	
	Absalom Jones
	Co-leader of the Free African Society, organizer or black volunteers, champion against criticism directed at blacks after the plague.
	Organized, respected, leadership qualities, compassionate

	
	Richard Allen
	Co-leader of the Free African Society, organizer or black volunteers, champion against criticism directed at blacks after the plague.
	Organized, respected, leadership qualities, compassionate

	
	Benjamin Rush
	Re-known doctor in Philadelphia, Used most aggressive treatment and criticized for it, survived Yellow Fever twice during the plague.
	Determined, compassionate, aggressive, driven, haunted

	
	Mathew Carey
	Writer of critique about the manner in which the city and sick were handled during the plague, fugitive.
	Judgmental, educated, stubborn, short sighted 


	Conflict:
	The Yellow Plague strikes Philadelphia while it is serving as the temporary capitol of the new United States of America.  This plague brings the city of over 50,000 citizens to its knees.  Between those afflicted, the dying or dead, and those that fled the city as a means of healthy quarantine, this component of society came to a halt.  The federal and city governments abandoned its responsibility to its citizens (with few exceptions).  Volunteers came forward and kept the city going while physicians squabbled over what should be done to assist patients.  Regardless of their efforts, many patients died.  Sometimes at such a pace that they would be buried in mass, unmarked graves.  Price gouging, hording, general illegal behavior caused many people to lose a great deal because of a lack of income in a stifled economy.    



	Conflict Resolution:
	As winter came o n in earnest, the virus died and the plague passed with approximately 5000 deaths and $32500. 00 in debt.  All of the debt incurred was covered through charitable contributions from other states with the exception of approximately   $3700.00.  This amount was billed to those volunteers who risked their lives to care for others as well as run the city when all of the politicians left.  Citizens returned to the city with praise and criticism for those who stayed behind.   White volunteers were generally praised with the exception of those others felt incompetent to have volunteered for leadership.   African American volunteers who were essential to the progress of the volunteer movement but were accused of price gauging and stealing from white patients.  As things came back to normal, general improvements were made.  Water distribution was cleaned up as were the streets, yards, trash pick-up, and hygiene.  

Murphy gives a more recent view of the Yellow Fever issue in that outbreaks continued through the 1800’s.  In the 1900’s treatments were developed to aid in the suffering of victims but a cure has not been found.  He also noted that the treatments have not produced for sometime and the fever is still in circulation setting the stage for another fatal plague in America. 


	Genre:
	An American Plague is Historical Non-Fiction


	You’ll love these:
	Same genre / interest level:
	Outbreak-Plagues That Changed History by Bryn Barnard,  Plague by Jean Ure, and The Plague by Katie Rogen


	Interest level / reading level:
	From www.perma-bound.com:
	Interest Level   5-9

Reading Level    9


	Read-aloud pages/passage:
	Chapter and page #:
	Description of action:

	
	Ch. 4 – Page 38 – 41
	This passage includes a description of how they grouped the sick and dying in the beginning of the plague and illustrates the desperation of the situation.  (All full paragraphs on 61 and 62).

	
	Ch. 6 – Page 61 – 62
	This passage describes Dr. Rush and the viciousness of his treatment.  Slightly gross to read.  (61 all full paragraphs through paragraph 3 on 62). 

	
	Ch.  10 Pages 116-117
	This passage describes Carey’s description of the black volunteers who risked their lives and were then accused of price gouging for their services.  (all of 116 through Paragraph 1 on 117).


	Setting:
	This historical account begins in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in the spring of 1793.   The colonial period brings with it the challenges and limitations true to the period in the areas of technology and medical knowledge.    At this time Philadelphia was the temporary location of the federal government of the United States of America.  The account progresses several months into the winter and brings the end of the plague.  Murphy then jumps to Havana and Panama in the early 1900’s when research on Yellow Fever continued .


	Summary:
	Philadelphia, Pennsylvania is attacked by an invisible enemy in 1793.  The enemy that brought the largest city of the United States to its knees was a plague of Yellow Fever.  There was and still is no cure for the fever leaving the citizens of Philadelphia in panic, sick, or dead.  Thousands of citizens left the city for months.   Those who could not afford to leave or who felt responsibility to the city and their fellow man remained to battle the fever.   Almost all politicians left the city including the George Washington who was serving as the President of the United States.  The city’s mayor did remain and worked on salvaging what he could until the plague passed.  He managed to keep the city running on a skeleton staff of volunteers.  When the winter settled in, the plague passed.  Citizens returning to the city gave both criticism and praise to those who risked their lives to help others.  
Murphy tells us that Yellow Fever continued to occur from time to time but the knowledge gained by this experience helped the city to be better prepared.  They had a plan on how to remove the poor as well as the wealthy.  They also improved water distribution and the overall cleanliness of the city which made it harder for viruses or bacteria to live in the area.   A cure was never found but treatments were developed to ease the suffering of the victims, making it less lethal.  Yellow Fever still exists and presents a threat since the United States has not manufactured the medicine in decades.


	Point of View:
	An American Plague is written in the  third person, objective, omniscient point of view.


	Theme:
	Themes that may be found in An American Plague are bravery, compassion, patriotism, and responsibility.


	Across the Curriculum Connections:

	Subject:
	Suggested Activities:
	Resources:

	Social Studies
	Timeline of the major events of the plague.
	A 6 foot long and 6 inch wide strip of white bulletin board paper and markers.

	Math 
	Graph the number of deaths each time they are reported through Murphy’s account of the plague.
	A large piece of butcher paper and markers.

	Language Arts
	Have students keep a diary from the perspective of a Philadelphia resident during 1793.  
	Response Journals: 6 pieces of copy paper, staples, markers, and pens  (See attached rubric)

	Language Arts
	Persuasive editorial letter to a colonial Philadelphia paper.  
	Writing paper  and  pens/pencils.

	Language Arts
	As a small group, students will construct a colonial with news reflective of plague issues and important news of the time period.
	81/2 X 14 inch paper, computers, appropriate software, and a printer

(see attached rubric)


	Activities:
	Group Size
	Description:

	Timeline
	Whole Class
	Goal: Assist students in seeing the length of this threat thereby assisting in their understanding of the situation.
Create a timeline from the important events as identified during each reading section.  This activity will assist in fueling class discussion

	Death Graph
	Whole Class
	Goal: Provide students with the opportunity to practice graphing data as well as to provide a visual tool to aid the students in understanding the impact of this event.
Add the number of deaths reported in each reading passage.  Some passages may have numerous dates that are reported.  Each date should be entered separately.  This visual will give students a visual representation of the progress of the fever and the severity of the situation.

	Language Arts. 
	Individual
	Goal: To assist students in understanding that these events were real and affected real people.  To provide a perspective to intensify understanding of the events and the text.
Students will make a response journal where they will keep diary entries through out the reading.  They will assume the persona of a Philadelphia resident who stayed during the plague and will write about their thoughts, feelings, and decisions during this time.  (See attached rubric)

	Language Arts
	Individual
	Goal: To further assist students in understanding the text.  To also work on persuasive argument.
Students will write an editorial letter to a Philadelphia paper to make a suggestion on how to handle a specific situation during the plague.  Students may choose which issue they want to write about but should state their position, explain why they think the way they do, use some support to back up what they are saying, and then close by asking for action in the issue they have discussed.

	Language Arts
	Small Groups

3-4 Students
	Goal: To provide students with a more comprehensive opportunity to consider the events that transpired during this time.  Addresses various writing requirements.
Students will work together to construct a colonial newspaper written, printed, and distributed in Philadelphia at the height of the plague.  They should use appropriate POV, use facts, and cover information that was valued or desired during this time. (see attached rubric)


	Discussion Questions:
	Question

	Pre-Reading:
	What do you know about our country’s early history?  How would you describe our forefathers?  Describe life in a city during the 1700’s. 

	Post-reading:
	What would you have done differently in handling the city and sick of the 1793 plague?   What action did you see as most heinous and why?  How can we take what we know from 1793 and apply it to a new plague?  

	First 1/3 of book:
	Do you think the government will continue on uninterrupted?  Do you think the people leaving the city should have pay additional taxes to compensate for not helping in any other way?  What would you do if you were in this position?

	Second 1/3 of book:
	Do you think the other physicians are being fair to Dr. Rush?  Why or Why not?  What condition do you think Philadelphia will be in once the plague is past?

	Last 1/3 of book:
	How do you feel about the way people treated the volunteers?  Do you think the people who left the city have any right to complain about the way things were handled?  Why or why not?  


	Language (spelling/vocabulary):
	Term
	Definition

	
	Plague
	An epidemic event based on wide spread infection.

	
	Bleeders
	People charged with draining blood from the ill in order to help circulation.

	
	Privy
	Outdoor toilet similar to a port a let.

	
	Mass Grave
	Graves with multiple bodies, generally unmarked and not well documented.

	
	Scourge
	A threat or pest to the human race.

	
	Inquietude
	Disruption or disturbance of the general peace,

	
	Fugitives
	People who have left a place by choice or force due to an event that was taking  place there at the time.  

	
	Irrational 
	Without reason or straight thiniking.

	
	Aedes aegypti
	Female mosquito.

	
	DDT   (Dichlorodipheneyl-trichloroethane)
	A strong chemical pesticide.


	Indiana Standards met by novel content:
	

	English/Language Arts:
	6.2.1, 6.2.6, 6.2.7, 6.3.2, 6.3.3, 6.3.5, 6.4.1, 6.4.2, 6.4.3, 6.4.7, 6.4.8,6.4.9, 6.4.10, 6.5.5, 6.5.6, 6.5.7, 6.6.2, 6.6.4, 6.6.5, 7.1.1, 7.1.2,7.1.3, 7.2.4, 7.3.4, 7.4.7, 7.4.8, 7.4.9, 7.4.10, 7.5.1, 7.5.3, 7.5.4, 7.5.6, 7.6.1, 7.6.8, 7.6.9, 8.1.3, 8.3.5, 8.4.1, 8.4.2, 8.4.3, 8.4.6, 8.4.7, 8.4.8, 8.4.9, 8.5.1, 8.5.4, 8.5.6, 8.5.7, 8.6.4, 8.6.5, 8.6.6, 8.6.7 

	Math:
	7.2.2

	Science:
	No Answer

	Social Studies:
	6.1.8, 6.1.16, 6.1.18, 6.1.20, 6.3.14, 7.1.15, 7.1.17, 7.1.21, 7.5.4, 8.1.20, 8.1.26, 8.1.28, 8.1.31, 8.2.10, 8.5.3

	
	


Diary Rubric

Student Name:________________________

Due Date:____________________________

Turned in on time?               Yes _______

No _______




____/6points__

First Person POV?

All ________
           Some______             None_______

____/9  points__

Content is reflective of 

plague issues and the 

expresses understanding 

of citizens’ concerns and 

feelings.                                  All ________

Some ______

None______

____/15 points__

Content expresses the 

Student’s understanding 

of the text.


All ________

Some _______
None ______

____/10 points__
 









Total Points Earned                        _____/40 points ___

Notes:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Colonial Newspaper 

Group Members: _____________________________________________________________________________

Due Date:____________________________

Turned in on time?               Yes _______

No _______




____/6points__

Is narrative of each piece

appropriate and consistent

throughout?


All ________
           Some______             None_______

____/9  points__

Content is reflective of 

plague issues and the 

expresses understanding 

of citizens’ concerns and 

feelings.                                  All ________

Some ______

None______

____/15 points__

Content expresses the 

Student’s understanding 

of the text.


All ________

Some _______
None ______

____/10 points__
 






Total Points Earned Per Group Member                        _____/40 points ___

Notes:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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