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	Connection to the book
	An avid history buff, Jim Murphy has always enjoyed writing catastrophic nonfiction books.  He has been termed the Master of Disaster and says he enjoys making historical nonfiction exciting for the reader.

	Other books
	Inside the Alamo (2003)
My Face to the Wind
Great Fire

Blizzard

	Annotation
	A gruesome account of the real life tragic events of the Yellow Fever that gripped Philadelphia in 1793.  An American Plague recounts the dilemma our nation faced when it’s capital (Philadelphia) was under such despair that the President fled for his life and freed black men were welcomed heroes during a dark time in Black history.

	Booktalk
	“I haven’t read a book that made my skin curl and goose bumps crawl right off my arm in a long time! Each time I set it down because I had read enough, I then couldn’t resist picking it back up!!!  When you read this book….AND YOU WILL…you will be forever grateful that we live with the medical knowledge of today, and also, you will think differently next time you hear a church bell toll!!!!”

	
	Characters

	George Washington
	President of the United States who was forced to leave the capital of Philadelphia in light of the growing epidemic.

	Dr. Benjamin Rush
	Doctor who discovered the initial cure for the Yellow fever by administering toxic medicines to force the body to remove the poisonous yellow fever.

	Rev. J. Henry C. Helmuth
	Assisted the sick and dying throughout Philadelphia during the Yellow Fever plague.

	Stephen Girard
	Partially blind Frenchmen who helped organize and clean Bush Hill and encourage patients.

	Absalom Jones
	Black man from Philadelphia who helped institute a system to assist the sickly and dying.

	Conflict
	Character vs. Nature

	Conflict Resolution
	Through trial and error, a medical cure was discovered to heal and prevent the Yellow Fever from strengthening it’s grip on the city.

	Genre
	Historical Nonfiction

	You’ll Love these!!
	Fever 1793 by Laurie Halse Anderson
Kira-Kira by Cynthia Kadohata



	Interest/Reading Level
	Grades 6-10

	Read-aloud pages/passage
	Chapter 4 (p. 40-42) -“The Unimaginable”

	Setting
	Philadelphia, Pennsylvania (Summer of 1793)

	Summary
	Depicting the devastating effects of the Yellow Fever plague of 1793, Jim Murphy tells the grotesque story of how Philadelphia fell into the grips of this disease and those who helped find the cure and assist and comfort the sickly and dying.  The details of those stricken with the Yellow Fever gives the reader very vivid and long-lasting visions of the horrors that the US Capital, at the time, went through.

	Point of View
	Third person, narrative

	Theme
	American disasters

	Across the Curriculum
	Activities

	Social studies
	Create a map of the U.S. that depicts Northern, southern and border states.

Locate on that map locations of importance, (ex. Vicksburg, Antietam, etc.)

	Life Skills
	Create a recipe for only the ingredients you can find while hunting along a river. Explain how you will prepare and eat.

	Resources
	Utilizing a documentary a Confederate’s view of war would be helpful prior to reading of the book.

	
	Discussion Questions

	Pre-Reading
	What were some sanitation problems in the US during the 1700’s that are not around today?

	Chapters 1-4

	1. Why did Reverend Helmuth fell that this was the wrath of God coming down on Philadelphia?
2. What psychological effect did the Church bells’ tolls have on the people of Philadelphia?


	Chapters 5-8
	1. How was the assistance from Absalom Jones ironic to the way he was treated in his church?
2. What was the importance of Dr. Rush’s contracting the Yellow Fever and using his own medicine for help?


	Chapters 9-11
	1. How did the plague effect the writers and newspapers in the months to follow?
2. What lessons were learned from the Yellow Plague that we follow, even, today?


	Post-Reading
	Much like all disasters, when the disaster passes, the critics come out.  How was the Yellow Plague no different than that of other disasters,( ie., Hurricane Katrina’s flooding in New Orleans?)

	Language (sp. and vocab)
	Plague- any epidemic disease with a high death rate
Bloodletting-formerly used as a treatment to reduce excess blood (one of the four humors of medieval medicine)
Toxic-Harmful; having to do with poison
Narrative-a message that tells the particulars of an act or occurrence or course of events
Mortality Rate-A rate calculated in the same way as an incidence rate (qv), by dividing the number of deaths occurring in the population during the stated period of time, usually a year, by the number of persons at risk of dying during the period


	
	Indiana Standard met

	Social Studies Grade 8
	8.1.27
Recognize historical perspective by identifying the historical context in which events unfolded and by avoiding evaluation of the past solely in terms of present-day norms.

8.1.28
Identify, evaluate, and distinguish fact from opinion in a variety of information resources*; differentiate between historical facts and interpretations, recognizing that the facts the historian reports reflects his or her judgment of what is most significant about the past.



	Language Arts/Reading Grade 8
	8.3.4
Analyze the importance of the setting to the mood, tone, and meaning of the text. 
Example: Discuss the importance of the setting, including the place, the time period, and the customs, to books, such as Friendly Persuasion by Jessamyn West or Stranded by Ben Mikaelsen.



	Language Arts/Reading Grade 6
	6.2.6
Determine the adequacy and appropriateness of the evidence presented for an author’s conclusions and evaluate whether the author adequately supports inferences. 
Example: In reading Amelia Earhart: Courage in the Sky by Mona Kerby, note the author’s opinions and conclusions. Decide if they are adequately supported by the facts that she presents.



	
	


