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	Connection to the Book:
	While reading Becoming Naomi Leon I thought of how many of my students would be able to relate to the various family structures that exist within the story.   Each family brought its own unique dynamics dependent on the structure of the family and its members.  Since our nuclear families are not always traditionally structured, providing students to see the inner working of non-traditional structures could be beneficial to them.  On a more personal level I could really connect with Gram in the book.  She was a woman of few words, but firm on her convictions.  This was true especially in regard to the children she loved.    She was willing to move Heaven and Earth to keep them safe.  I understand that feeling in regard to my own son.  I have only one child, Robert, who is seven years old.  My greatest fear is that I will somehow lose him.   Just the thought of it scares me.   I think mostly because I know how vulnerable he is as a small child in this world, but also because I know how much I need him.  The loss of my child would crush me.  I think Gram felt the same for Naomi and Owen.

	Other books by this author:
	Esperanza Rising, Nacho and Lolita, There Was No Snow on Christmas Eve, Riding Freedom, Mice and Beans, Mud is Cake, When Marion Sang, A Box of Friends


	Annotation:
	Becoming Naomi Leon gives the reader a look into a young girl’s life at a critical moment, a moment that will help define who she is to become.  Naomi is shy and somewhat introverted due to the experiences of her early childhood where her parents abandon her and her younger brother with their great grandmother.  Now she is facing adversity that has the potential to tear apart the only family she has ever known.   When her mother returns claiming to be rehabilitated and seeking the love of her children, Naomi buys it hook, line, and sinker.  That is until she catches glimpses of her mother’s manipulation and deceit.   As she becomes aware of her mother’s plan, Naomi takes a leap of faith (something that is hard for her due to her past) and relies on her grandmother who takes out of character action by loading up everything and fleeing the country in search of the only thing that she believes may help them.  As is true to Gram’s personality, she has prepared prior to leaving in hopes that if they don’t find the missing father, they will have some leg to stand on against Skyla, in court.  This story gives a serious look at the possibility of deterioration in the relationships between family members and the impact it can have on the family as a whole.  The structure of the conflict and resolution also provide a means for the author to exhibit the unusual lengths some will go to when the deterioration of these relationships occur.  Gram loaded up everything including the kitchen sink and fled the country knowing this to be disallowed by her legal position as temporary guardian.  This was a completely desperate act on her part.  In the end Naomi also finds her voice.  Where this character has not been able to speak out, even against other children who taunt her, she manages to voice her concerns to a judge in front of her mother who she knew would retaliate in the event Gram lost the custody battle.    


	Booktalk:
	Imagine opening the door one day to find your entire world turned upside down.  Naomi and Owen were deserted by their parents as toddlers.  Gram stepped in and took charge of their upbringing, including helping Owen with his physical disabilities and both children with their emotional scars.   Then after seven years Skyla, their mother, returns to their lives dragging everything she owns in a single trash bag.  Gram wants to give her the benefit of the doubt but in doing so opens the little family to her manipulations and her lies.   By the time they realize that Skyla has rotten intentions for them that will benefit no one but her, its too late.  She announces her plan to build a pretty life in Las Vegas with her boyfriend but her plan will tear their family apart.  On the run and running out of time Naomi and her family fight back the only way they know how.  Unfortunately, their hopes and dreams hang on finding the father that abandon them and asking his help.  In another country they find much more than the father who left them.  Much, much more.    


	Characters:
	Name & Age:
	Relationship to other characters:
	Personality traits:

	
	Naomi Soledad Leon Outlaw   10-11 years of age
	One of four main characters, narrator, and central focus of the story.  Older sister to Owen, daughter to Skyla, Great Granddaughter to Gram.
	Quiet, Shy, Low Self Esteem, and Insecure.
Unsure of who she is or why she is important in the world.

	
	Owen Soledad Leon Outlaw   7-8 years old
	One of four main characters, younger brother to Naomi, son of Skyla, and Great Grandson to Gram.  
	Above average intelligence, has emotional issues due to young childhood experiences, well adjusted to physical issues/disabilities.

	
	Gram a/k/a Mary Outlaw

69 years old
	One of four main characters, Great Grandmother to Naomi and Owen, grandmother to Skyla.  Family member that has raised Naomi and Owen since Naomi was 3 and Owen 1.
	Very simple and straightforward.  Steadfast in her personal beliefs.  Likes idioms and dislikes talking about others.  Doesn’t say more than necessary.

	
	Terri Lynn a/k/a Skyla 
	One of four main characters, Mother of Naomi and Owen, granddaughter to Gram.  
	Flamboyant and somewhat trashy in her appearance.  Loud, crass, irresponsible, self-centered, and manipulative.  


	Conflict:
	Naomi and Owen’s mother, Sklya, shows up after seven years to announce that she is taking Naomi to live with her in Las Vegas.  Since she is not interested in taking her physically disabled son, she is going to break up the only family her children have ever known.  The children as well as the great grandmother are not going to stand for this disruption in their lives.  


	Conflict Resolution:
	Naomi, Owen, and Gram go to Mexico to find the children’s lost father.  With some of Gram’s friends, they find him and gain his support in keeping the children with Gram so as to maintain their situation within a stable environment.  They also manage to rekindle their relationship with their father while discovering their Hispanic roots.


	Genre:
	Contemporary Fiction


	You’ll love these:
	Same genre / interest level:
	Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli and Pictures of Hollis Woods by Patricia Reilly Giff

	
	By same author:
	Esperanza Rising, Riding Freedom, and Marian Sang


	Interest level / reading level:
	From www.perma-bound.com:

From Bound to Stay Bound Catalog:
	Reading Level                   5.4    
Interest Level               Grades 5-9  


	Read-aloud pages/passage:
	Chapter and page #:
	Description of action:

	
	Chapter 2  - pages 16 through 25
	This passage describes the arrival of Skyla.  She catches the family unaware on a normal evening and bursts into their lives.  This sets the tone for their relationship as it continues to develop in the story.

	
	Chapter 11 – pages 137 through 138
	This passage is one of Naomi’s journal entries that provides the reader a glimpse into her hopes, dreams, and thoughts.  It is recorded on the way to Mexico while they are searching for her missing father and expresses the enormity of the situation they face.

	
	Chapter 10 – pages 116 through 121
	Page 116 start at last full paragraph through page 121 first full paragraph.  This passage gives the reader a clear look at Skyla’s instability.  She informs Naomi of her plan and strikes her when she resists.  Skyla also threatens Gram as a means of intimidation. 


	Setting:
	This story has several physical settings originally starting in the very small community of Lemon Tree, California.  Our characters live in a trailer park called Avocado Acres Trailer Ranchero located near the avocado grove which is the largest thing/place around.  Multiple locations within the community are used as backdrops to the story such as the school library, their trailer known as the Baby Beluga, the hospital, and the drive through car wash/ice cream parlor.  The progress of the story then takes the characters Oaxaca City in Mexico where they set up house keeping in the Baby Beluga at the jacaranda (homestead) of family friends.  Ultimately the story takes the characters back to the Lemon Tree, California courts have a final showdown with their mother.  Due to the issues that are identified in the book as well as the accepted family structures, I believe the story is set in the late 1900’s to current.    


	Summary:
	Naomi and Owen live a quiet life with Gram in a trailer park in Lemon Tree, California.  Their quiet life suddenly disappears with the arrival of their mother who is now known as Skyla and has returned after a 7 year absence.  She proceeds to turn their lives upside down and then announces that she plans on breaking up their little family by taking Naomi to live with her in Las Vegas.  Skyla is obviously unstable and struggling with alcoholism.  Gram and the children agree that this is not what any of them want so they go to Mexico in order to find the children’s father and gain his support in keeping their family together.  They succeed in their efforts finding not only a father who always wanted them, but a hidden part of their heritage as well.  When they finally face Skyla in court Naomi, who has been shy and quiet, reaches into her roots and finds the voice needed to maintain her family and send her mother packing.  


	Point of View:
	Becoming Naomi Leon is written from a first person, limited, subjective point of view.


	Theme:
	Main theme: Family and its importance.  Other potential themes: Hispanic Culture, Discovering personal voice, and Taking action to stand up for yourself and those you love.


	Across the Curriculum Connections:

	Subject:
	Suggested Activities:
	Resources:

	Social Studies and Lang. Arts
	Mapping activity
	Unlabeled maps of North America (large enough to write on, maps of the United States and Mexico

	Social Studies and Lang. Arts
	Travel Brochure
	Access to the internet, pens, paper, drawing paper, markers, and crayons.

	Language Arts
	Response Journal
	Drawing paper, crayons, stapler 
Directions: stack 6 pages (makes 24 pages in final journal) of drawing paper neatly and then fold in half (hamburger/fat fold).  Staple at the folded spine to keep the pages together and have students decorate the front based on a theme you choose to focus on from the book. 

	Various depending on approach of project
	Service Project – Children Helping Children
	Donated items: clothing, school supplies, etc. as identified by a social agency assisting immigrants (specifically children) to the Indianapolis area.  
Delivery vehicles, collection sites, drawing paper, and crayons.


	Activities:
	Group Size
	Description:

	Mapping
	Individual
	Goal: To assist students in giving directions, mapping skills (reading and plotting), and writing in detail.  

Have students plot on a map Naomi’s trip to Mexico.   Once they have plotted their course, they should write out explicit directions to accompany their map.  Students must use physical maps for this exercise-no Mapquest. 

Extension:  Students could even extend their search to Puerto Escondido, Mexico in order to provide Naomi and Owen directions to visit their father in his hometown. 
Note: Have students start in Lemon Cove, California as there is no Lemon Tree, California.  There is a Oaxaca, Mexico and Puerto Escondido which can be viewed at the following link http://www.mexconnect.com/mex_/oaxaca/mapoaxaca.html 

	Travel Brochure
	Pairs
	Goal: Assist students with strengthening research and persuasive writing skills.
Students are assigned the job of selling Gram a vacation package in Oaxaca, Mexico.  In order to do this they should research (online) the city and the activities it has to offer.  Also included should be information on the demographics of the area, cultural practices, special events hosted by the city, trade or industry that is prevalent in the city.  Once research is completed they will create a travel brochure that will be what convinces Gram or not.  

	Response Journal
	Individual
	Goal: To provide students with a work area where they can work on literary response. 
This is a self made book that students will use for written and drawn responses during the reading of the novel.  Students will respond to prompts and questions during the course of the reading.  They will also do a “Gut Response” during a read aloud of chapter 10 when Skyla hits Naomi.  (Gut Response is directed doodling while listening-interesting what seeps out when they aren’t really thinking about it)

	Service Project
	Whole Class
	Goal: To familiarize students with our growing Hispanic population while making them more aware of the depressed economies and the plight of immigrants
Possible informing agencies: 

St. Mary’s Church   http://www.stmarysindy.org/
LaPlaza, Inc. (United Way)  http://www.volunteersolutions.org/uwci/org/224056.html  
Investigate the plight of immigrant children-language barriers, limited resources, new and unusual education system, distance from home, distance from family, etc.  Brainstorm as a class what they can do to assist immigrant children in their area.   Allow students to organize a collection effort for their designated group.  This can be a collection effort based within the confines of the school, into surrounding neighborhoods or including local businesses.    Once items are collected, set a time to have them collected from the school or delivered to the assisting agency.  Students should handle the products to be donated.  In addition to the donations, students can make cards using rudimentary Spanish to wish the immigrant children well in their new lives.  


	Discussion Questions:
	Question

	Pre-Reading:
	What makes a family?   Why is family important?  If you could change one thing about your family, what would it be?  (Discussion can focus on varying structures, relationships, and dynamics that take place within a family unit.)

	Post-reading:
	Revisit pre-reading and reading questions, any changes to the answers?   Besides your parents, who would move Heaven and Earth to protect you?  Who would you protect and why?

	First 1/3 of book:
	How would you have responded to Skyla’s return if you were Naomi?  What would your response have been if you were Owen?  

	Second 1/3 of book:
	Why doesn’t Skyla want Owen?  Why are his physical impairments so bothersome to Skyla?  Considering what we know about Skyla’s habits, do you think she could be at fault for Owen’s problems with physical development (pre-natal care/drinking)?  Do you think she feels guilt about Owen and if so, why?

	Last 1/3 of book:
	What did Naomi and Owen gain from their trip besides the renewed relationship with their father?  Why was the discovery of their Hispanic culture important?  


	Language (spelling/vocabulary):
	Term
	Definition

	English Terms
	Beluga
	Main Entry: be·lu·ga 


Pronunciation: b&-'lü-g&
Function: noun
Etymology: Russian, from belyi white; akin to Greek phalios having a white spot -- more at BALD
1 a : a large white sturgeon (Huso huso syn. Acipenser huso) of the Black Sea, Caspian Sea, and their tributaries b : caviar processed from beluga roe
2 [Russian belukha, from belyi] : WHITE WHALE

	
	Avocado
	Main Entry: av·o·ca·do 


 HYPERLINK "javascript:popWin('/cgi-bin/audio.pl?avocad01.wav=avocado')" 
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Pronunciation: "ä-v&-'kä-(")dO, "a-
Function: noun
Inflected Form(s): plural -dos also -does
Etymology: modification of Spanish aguacate, from Nahuatl Ahuacatl avocado, testicle
1 : a pulpy green to purple nutty-flavored edible fruit of any of various tropical American trees (genus Persea especially P. americana) of the laurel family; also : a tree bearing avocados
2 : a light yellowish green

	
	Alcoholism
	Main Entry: al·co·hol·ism 


Pronunciation: 'al-k&-"ho-"li-z&m, -k&-h&-
Function: noun
1 : continued excessive or compulsive use of alcoholic drinks
2 : poisoning by alcohol; especially : a complex chronic psychological and nutritional disorder associated with excessive and usually compulsive drinking

	
	Rehabilitation
	Main Entry: re·ha·bil·i·tate 


 HYPERLINK "javascript:popWin('/cgi-bin/audio.pl?rehab02m.wav=rehabilitate')" 
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Pronunciation: "rE-&-'bi-l&-"tAt, "rE-h&-
Function: transitive verb
Inflected Form(s): -tat·ed; -tat·ing
Etymology: Medieval Latin rehabilitatus, past participle of rehabilitare, from Latin re- + Late Latin habilitare to habilitate
1 a : to restore to a former capacity : REINSTATE b : to restore to good repute : reestablish the good name of
2 a : to restore to a former state (as of efficiency, good management, or solvency) <rehabilitate slum areas> b : to restore or bring to a condition of health or useful and constructive activity

	
	Barrio
	Main Entry: bar·rio 
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Pronunciation: 'bär-E-"O, 'bar-
Function: noun
Inflected Form(s): plural -ri·os
Etymology: Spanish, from Arabic barrI of the open country, from barr outside, open country
1 : a ward, quarter, or district of a city or town in Spanish-speaking countries
2 : a Spanish-speaking quarter or neighborhood in a city or town in the U.S. especially in the Southwest

	Vocabulary Notes:
	
	Vocabulary definitions provided by Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary
http://www.m-w.com/cgi-bin/dictionary
This text uses numerous Hispanic terms which are explained/defined in context.  The following definitions are my own taken from contextual use as they were not available in the online version of Merriam Webster used for the other definitions.

	Spanish Terms
	Ninos
	Chilren-multiple of the male reference.
Singular nino is a male child while singular nina is a female child.  

	
	Muchos Gracias
	Much thanks

	
	Feliz Navidad 
	Equivalent of Merry Christmas

	
	Candeleros
	Candles

	
	La Noche del los Rabanos
	Radish carving festival 

	
	El Mercado
	The store (grocery)

	
	Finalmente
	Finally


	Indiana Standards met by novel content:
	

	English/Language Arts:
	7.1.3, 7.3.3, 7.3.4, 7.3.5, 7.4.4, 7.4.8, 7.4.9, 7.4.10, 7.5.2, 7.5.5, 7.5.4, 7.6.5, 7.6.8, and 7.6.9

	Math:
	No Answer

	Science:
	No Answer

	Social Studies:
	7.3.3, and 7.3.13    (These standards would be review or introductory as the 7th grade Social Studies standards focus on Africa, Asia, and the Southwest Pacific regions)
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