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	About the Author:

(Interesting facts, etc)
	He lives with his wife and six children in Alto, Michigan.  He is a professor of English at Calvin College.

	Web Address:
	

	E-Mail:

Mailing Address:
	

	Picture:
	http://www.houghtonmifflinbooks.com/catalog/authordetail.cfm?authorID=2696

	Connection to the Book:
	Gary Schmidt first learned about the story of Malaga Island while on vacation in Maine.  He researched it further and decided to include the story in this novel.

	Other books by this author:
	The Sin Eater, Poetry for Young People (editor), First Boy, Spring: A Spiritual Biography of the Season (also has written similar books for the other seasons)


	Annotation:
	Gary Schmidt writes a tale based upon actual events that happened on Malaga Island in Maine.  He brings a personal touch to this story by creating characters you can cheer for.  Turner Buckminster is connected to both sides of the conflict and is torn between his family and his new friend, Lizzie Bright Griffin, who lives on Malaga Island.  As Turner struggles with living in a new town and his father’s rules, he grows up and has to make adult decisions based on what his heart tells him.


	Booktalk:
	What would you do if you were told that you couldn’t see your best friend anymore because he or she was of a different race?  Most of us can’t even imagine being in that situation, but that’s exactly what happens to Turner Buckminster.  He has just moved to Phippsburg, Maine and he hates everything about it except for his new best friend, Lizzie.  As Turner struggles with his relationship with his father, things take a turn for the worse.  Not only is not allowed to see Lizzie, now the town wants to make her family leave for good!


	Characters:
	Name & Age:
	Relationship to other characters:
	Personality traits:

	Turner Buckminster
	13
	Only child to his parents, best friend of Lizzie Bright
	Thoughtful, cautious, passionate

	Lizzie Bright Griffin
	13
	Turner’s best friend, lives with her grandfather on Malaga Island
	Adventurous, wise, caring, sensitive

	Reverend Buckminster
	Middle aged
	Town minister, father to Turner
	Stern, studious, ambitious


	Conflict:
	Turner’s father forbids him to see Lizzie.  Turner learns that his father and community leaders are planning on turning Malaga Island into a tourist location.


	Conflict Resolution:
	Tragedy strikes for Turner when Lizzie and the other residents are sent to an insane asylum and their homes are burned.  Turner eventually develops a better relationship with his parents.  Mrs. Cobb leaves Turner her house when she passes away.


	Genre:
	Historical fiction


	You’ll love these:
	Same genre / interest level:
	Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry, When My Name was Keoko, Witness

	
	By same author:
	The Sin Eater, First Boy


	Interest level / reading level:
	From www.perma-bound.com:
	IL: 5-9
RL: 5.9

	
	From Bound to Stay Bound Catalog:
	IL: MG
RL: 5.9


	Read-aloud pages/passage:
	Chapter and page #:
	Description of action:

	
	Chapter 5, pages 79-89
	Turner looks into the eye of a whale and begins to recognize their mystery and importance.  He develops a whole new respect for the creatures.

	
	Chapter 5, pages 72-77
	Lizzie falls and hits her head on the rock.  Turner is desperately trying to row the boat to get help for Lizzie.

	
	Chapter 11, pages 200-201
	Turner learns that Lizzie died at the mental institution.


	Setting:
	Phippsburg, Maine 1912


	Summary:
	Turner Buckminster has just moved to Phippsburg, Maine from Boston because his dad accepted a new job as a minister in Phippsburg.  Turner hates everything about his new life, until he meets Lizzie Bright Griffin.  The only problem is that Lizzie lives on Malaga Island, a community built by former slaves.  The island is full of social outcasts that are not accepted by the town.  While Turner secretly sees Lizzie after he is forbidden to do so, the town leaders devise a plan to get rid of the Malaga Island residents and turn the area into a resort.  Turner is thrown into the middle of the conflict, as he tries to make adult decisions, follow his heart, and stay true to his family.


	Point of View:
	Third person limited


	Theme:
	Friendship, Coming of Age, Prejudice


	Across the Curriculum Connections:

	Subject:
	Suggested Activities:
	Resources:

	Social Studies
	Have students research Malaga Island and find out information about what life was like on the island.  In small groups, the students will write a short story based on an actual event that happened on Malaga Island or a short story about an actual person who lived there.
	http://www.coastguides.com/r2/r2.html?http%3A//www.coastguides.com/r2/2.42bMalaga.html
http://www.soulofamerica.com/towns/metowns.html
http://www.visibleblackhistory.com/19th_century.htm


	Science
	Make a model or diorama of a typical tide pool.  What organisms would be found there?  What kind of environment do the animals need to survive?
	http://www.npca.org/marine_and_coastal/beaches/tide_pools.html


	Social Studies
	Draw a map of the Maine coast.  Discuss the geographical differences between the Maine coast and landlocked Indiana.
	http://www.visitmaine.com/map/interactive/



	Activities:
	Group Size
	Description:

	Personification
	Pairs
	Find examples throughout the novel in which the author uses personification to make the sea seem alive.  Discuss the author’s motivation for doing this and whether or not it is effective.

	Friendship
	Whole class
	Have a discussion with the class about friendship.  What makes a good friend?  What actions would tell you that a person could be a good friend?  How do you become friends with someone?  Why are some people instantly friends, while others have to go through a difficult experience before they can be friends?  Compile the class’s thoughts on the board or on poster paper.

	Whale poetry
	Individually
	Read the description of whales on pages 79-89.  Have students write down words or phrases that describe the whales and are appealing to them.  Use these words and their own background knowledge to write a short poem about whales.

	
	
	


	Discussion Questions:
	Question
	Type of Question

	Pre-Reading:
	What would be the hardest part of moving to a new town where you didn’t know anyone?
	Application

	Post-reading:
	What are some examples of symbolism that the author used throughout the story?  What did those symbols represent?
	Analysis

	First 1/3 of book:
	On page 42, Turner says he hates himself for playing the minister’s son as he begins to realize his life is not his own. Does he have a choice? How could he have handled the situation without bringing embarrassment to himself and his father?
	Analysis

	Second 1/3 of book:
	The conflict between the powerful, rich, educated town elders in Phippsburg and the powerless, poor, uneducated people of Malaga Island represents a major conflict that we can relate to even in the 21st century. Why does power and money always seem to win over powerlessness and poverty? How does progress play a role in the battle over Malaga Island?
	Application

	Last 1/3 of book:
	When Willis asks him why he didn’t hit the ball in the last game of baseball, Turner answers: “Because everyone expects green shutters.” What does he mean by this statement? Why is this the beginning of a friendship with Willis?
	Analysis


	Language (spelling/vocabulary):
	Term
	Definition

	
	finesse
	Skillful or delicate handling or artistry

	
	gilded
	To cover with or as if coating with gold

	
	piroutted
	A rapid whirling of the body, a full turn on the toe or ball of the foot in ballet

	
	smitten
	To affect like a sudden, hard blow; captivate; taken

	
	maelstrom
	A strong violent whirlpool dangerous to ships

	
	melee
	A confused struggle


	Indiana Standards met by novel content:
	

	English/Language Arts:
	6.1.2, 6.2.7, 6.3.1, 6.3.2, 6.3.3, 6.3.5, 6.3.6, 6.3.7, 6.3.8, 6.3.9, 6.5.4, 6.5.8, 6.7.12, 7.1.1, 7.2.7, 7.3.1, 7.3.2, 7.3.3, 7.3.4, 7.3.5, 7.3.6, 7.3.7, 7.3.8, 7.3.9, 7.5.2, 7.5.5, 7.7.9, 8.1.1, 8.2.4, 8.3.2, 8.3.3, 8.3.4, 8.3.5, 8.3.6, 8.3.7, 8.3.8, 8.3.9, 8.5.2, 8.7.11

	Math:
	

	Science:
	6.3.11, 6.4.8, 7.4.2, 8.3.7

	Social Studies:
	6.1.19, 6.3.6, 6.5.1, 7.1.17, 8.1.16, 8.5.5
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