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Ann, her nephew, and her dog - Sadie
	Interesting Facts:
	· Lives in New York
· She has worked as a teacher, editor, and now full-time writer.

· Her ideas for books come from personal experiences, childhood memories, and feelings.

· She was born in New Jersey during Hurricane Connie.

· Ann had ancestors on the Mayflower that landed at Plymouth Rock in 1620.

· She still has her baby blanket, she named it her “Mommy blanket”

	Web Address:
	http://www.scholastic.com/annmartin/index.htm

	E-Mail:
	http://www.scholastic.com/annmartin/sk/answers.asp

	Mailing Address:
	None Given

	Connection to the book:
	Ellie grew up during the 60’s.  She was 8 years old when President Kennedy was assassinated and memories of this time are very vivid.  She has always wanted to incorporate that time period of histories in one of her stories.

	Other books by the author:
	· A Dogs Life
· Corner of the Universe

· Belle Teal

· P.S. Longer Letter Later

· The Baby-sitters Club Series

· The Kids in Ms. Colman’s Class

· Snail Mail No More

· California Diaries


Annotation:
Ellie is an 11 year old girl who lives on a street with very unique people.  Her mother does not allow her children to call her mom.  The kids must call her Doris, which is not her real name.  Ellie’s mom is continuously looking for her big break in show business.  She dresses very flamboyantly and loves attention.  She’s always looking for something to put her in the limelight.  While Ellie’s mom is looking for attention, her father is working long hours in construction.  The care of Ellie’s two younger siblings is left to her most of the time. Ellie prefers to be a chameleon, going as unnoticed as possible.  She and her friend Holly are outcasts at school.  

Ellie begins to realize that things are not well at home.  Small things begin to happen to make her realize that her mom is not happy.  The assassination of President Kennedy leads to Ellie’s mom realizing that life is short.  She leaves the family to go to New York to begin her career as an actress.  Ellie begins to realize that her mom is not cut out for parenting after a visit to New York.  Ellie’s mom only returns home to get the rest of her belongings for her next adventure. This is a story of a young girl who does not feel like she belongs, but finally comes to terms with her family, her neighborhood, and what is happening at school.  In the end she is a survivor and a young lady that comes into her own.
Booktalk:

Many of you have had parents who are unhappy or you have been picked on at school?  Peers have made fun of your clothing, hidden your books, knocked you books off the desk, pushed you, laughed at you, or called you names. I’m sure each of you can remember how this made you feel.  You remember how you just wanted to crawl into a hole and disappear.  Well, Here Today, is a book about an 11 year old girl whose mom walks out on the family.  She tries to camouflage herself so she will not be noticed at school.  Ellie and her friend Holly are persecuted at school by their peers.
Characters:

The Neighborhood – Witch Tree Lane
	Families
	Description:

	The Dingman Family
	11 years old, chameleon, 

	Eleanor “Ellie” 
	Flamboyant, loves attention, wants to act

	Mom – Doris Day
	

	Dad
	

	Brother – Albert Einstein
	

	Sister – Marie Curie
	Black –and-brown, mutt, underbite

	Dog- Kiss
	From Brooklyn, Bohemians, Jewish, kids go barefoot all summer long

	Major Family
	

	Holly
	11, Ellie’s best friend

	Mom
	Never been married, don’t know who Holly’s dad is, works as a maid, Dates a man who is lazy, no job, and takes money all the time from her.

	Pumpkin
	Holly’s Tabby cat – original cat

	Smudge
	Holly’s second cat – adopted from the Humane Society

	Levin Family
	

	David
	11

	Rachel 
	8-friends with Marie and Dominique

	Allan 
	6-kindergarten and Hebrew school

	Parents
	Teach at the local community college, Mr. Levin has long hair, Mrs. Levin wears peasant blouses and no bra. (hippies)

	Laucharies Family
	From Belgium- speak French, dad only speaks French.

	Etienne
	9 Albert’s best friend

	Dominique
	7 Marie and Rachel’s friend

	Mom
	Temp. secretary

	Dad
	Works maintenance at the community college

	Old Ladies
	Not related – hints at an alternative lifestyle, act as a grandma to the kids in the neighborhood.  Named their truck Millie and care for the witch tree.

	Miss Nelson
	

	Miss Wood
	

	Witch Tree
	About a 200 year old Oak tree.  Townspeople believe the tree has supernatural powers because the knothole looks like a witches face.

	School
	

	Mr. Pierce
	Ellie’s teacher, looks like Jimmie Dodd form the Mickey Mouse Club tv show.

	Maggie Paxton, Nancy Baker, and Donna Smith
	“The Sparrows” – Cruel to Holly and Ellie

	Tammy White
	New girl, takes control of the Sparrows, loves the way Ellie’s mom dresses, tries to include Ellie at first, but wants nothing to do with Holly.  She starts the “SLAM” game.


Story Basics:
	Conflict:
	Strife with students at school and lack of a mother.

	Conflict Resolution:
	Ellie comes to terms with the fact her mom is not coming home and finally reacts to the persecution at school.

	Genre:
	Historical Fiction

	Interest Level:
	4.9

	Reading Level:
	5-9

	Setting:
	1960’s – Spectacle, New York

	Summary:
	Ellie is an 11 year old girl who lives on a street with very unique people.  Her mother does not allow her children to call her mom.  The kids must call her Doris, which is not her real name.  Ellie’s mom is continuously looking for her big break in show business.  She dresses very flamboyantly and loves attention.  She’s always looking for something to put her in the limelight.  While Ellie’s mom is looking for attention, her father is working long hours in construction.  The care of Ellie’s two younger siblings is left to her most of the time. Ellie prefers to be a chameleon, going as unnoticed as possible.  She and her friend Holly are outcasts at school.  
Ellie begins to realize that things are not well at home.  Small things begin to happen to make her realize that her mom is not happy.  The assassination of President Kennedy leads to Ellie’s mom realizing that life is short.  She leaves the family to go to New York to begin her career as an actress.  Ellie begins to realize that her mom is not cut out for parenting after a visit to New York.  Ellie’s mom only returns home to get the rest of her belongings for her next adventure.

	Point of View:
	First person

	Theme:
	Family discord and persecution for being different.


You’ll Love These:
	Same Genre/Interest Level
	By same author

	A Corner of the Universe
	P.S. Longer Letter Later

	Chasing Vermeer
	Snail Mail No More

	Kira-Kira
	

	The Big Nothing
	

	Ghost Girl: A Blue Ridge Mountain Story
	

	Birdland
	


Read Aloud:
	Chapter
	Page #
	Description of action

	Bosetti Beauty
	p. 3-4
	p. 3 toward the middle of the page “she scribbled her name” and end on page 4 with “… then be a little bit lucky.”  Talking about her mom feeling out the drawing forms and then receiving the call that she won.


Across the Curriculum Connections:
	Subject
	Suggested Activities
	Resources:
	Group Size
	Description: 

	LA/SS
	Look at popular culture of the 60’s
	Internet
The book, “1960’s for Dummies”

Parents

Teachers

Video clips of I Love Lucy

Downloads of  Top 40’s music from the 60’s.
	Small groups, based on number of kids and resources available.
	Students will research popular culture of the 60’s .  Class discussion and watch a few clips of shows from the 60’s (i.e. I Love Lucy) and listen to a couple of top 40 hits.

	LA/SS 
	Research JFK
	Social Studies textbook

Here Today

Internet: See handout
	Individual & Groups of three.
	Students will do the research on their own for a grade.  Students will then work in groups of three to create a power point presentation.

	LA
	Individual Novel Exploration
	Book

notes
	Individual
	Complete the handout.


Discussion Questions:

	Pre- Reading:
	1. Brainstorm a list of what you know about the 1960’s 

2. Who was JFK?
3. Who was Doris Day?

4. What were some tv shows of the 60’s?

	Post Reading
	1. What were some of the signs that things were going wrong in the Dingman household?

2. What did Ellie learn while in New York?

3. What was the final straw for Ellie in the book

	First 1/3:
p. 1-102
	Who is the narrator?

What is the setting?

Who was the Bosetti Beauty?

How did one become the Bosetti Beauty?

What were some of the public comments made about the Bosetti Beauty?

What were the Dingman children’s names?

How many families lived on Witch Tree Lane?

Who were the families and what were they like?

Why is it called Witch Tree Lane?

Why are the town people afraid of Witch Tree Lane?

Who owned pets?

What type of pets/name of pets?

What did Mrs. Dingman want to do at Harwell’s? 

Who watched over the neighborhood kids?

What was Mrs. Dingman’s given name? What did she change it to?  Why did she change her name?

Does Ellie like School?  Why or Why not?

Who was their new teacher?  Who did the teacher remind them of?

Who was the new student?

What group did she fit into?

Did Ellie and the girls get along?

Miss Dingman interrupts Ellie’s class twice, what did she interrupt them for?

Who is interestedin Ellie’s mom?

Keep a running list of all the “Bad Things”


What show does Mrs. Dingman want to audition for?

What is  Circus Girl?



	Second 1/3:
p. 103 - 206
	What do the kids do at Nan and Poppy’s house?

What is Mrs. Dingman’s lucky charm?

How does she do at Circus Girls?

What is Mrs. Dingman’s new interest?

What happens to Pumpkin?

How does things change around the neighborhood after the Pumpkin incident?

Who calls Ellie at home?

What did she talk to Ellie about?  What was Ellie’s response?

What is Slamming?

Who gets Slammed?

What is the horrific event that happens?

What happens to the Harvest Parade?

How do the kids treat the girls after the horrific event?

Why does Mrs. Dingman leave and not come home until the next day?

What does she tell them over breakfast?

	Third 1/3:
 p. 207-308
	Where is the first postcard from?

Who does the shopping for Christmas?

What does Ellie ask her dad to do?

What does she do in response to his answer?

How does Ellie get to New York?

How does Mrs. Dingman react when she sees Ellie?

What does Mr. Dingman say when Ellie calls home?

What is Doris’s secret?

Why does Ellie take off on her own in New York?

What happens to her?

How does her dad react when she calls to tell him?

How does her dad react once he gets to New York with Ellie?

How does Ellie feel about her neighborhood upon returning?

What happens at school?

Who does Ellie find at home?

Where is Mrs. Dingman heading?


Indiana Standards met by novel content:

	Gr.
	English/Language Arts
	Math
	Sci.
	Social Studies

	6th
	YHBA: (6-1-2,3,4,5) (6-2-3,4,5) (6-3-1,2,3,4,,6,7,8) 

LA: (6-4-5,6) (6-6-1,2,3,4,5)
	
	
	(6-1-16,17,18,19,20, 21) (6-3-1,2) (6-5-1,7,9)

	7th
	YHBA:(7-1-1,3) (7-2-4,5,6) (7-3-1,2,3,4,5,6)

LA: (7-4-8,9,10) (7-6-1,2,8,9)
	
	
	(7-1-15,16,17,18,19, 20)  (7-5-1,2,3)

	8th
	YHBA: (8-1-1,3) (8-2-6) (8-3-2,3,4,5,6,7)
LA: (8-4-4,7) (8-6-1,4,5,6,7)
	
	
	(8-1-26,27,28,29,30, 31) (8-5-6,9,10)


Here Today

Character Chart

	Character
	Description
	Why Important?

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Researching the 60’s

What type of clothing did they wear?

What made headlines in 1960’s and specifically, 1963?

What were a few of the Top 40 hits?

What were a few of the popular TV shows?

Who was the President of the United States?
What was going on in the United States at this time and around the world?
John Fitzgerald Kennedy Research

Name:                                                                                                 Date due: 

My Self-Portrait

1. Full name (including middle name): ___________________________________

2. Birth date:_______________ Birth place____________________________

3. In my family I am the (circle one): oldest, middle, youngest, or only child.

4. Names of people living with me in my house: ___________________________

______________________________________________________________

5. Total number of people in my family (including aunts, uncles, cousins, etc.): ____

6. My favorite school subject(s):_____________________________________

7. Things/activities I like to do: ______________________________________

8. My heroes are: ________________________________________________

9.One thing most people don’t know about me is: __________________________

______________________________________________________________

10. One word to describe my personality is:______________________________

11. My goal(s) in life are:____________________________________________

The Young John Fitzgerald Kennedy: What was he like?

1. What sports or activities did he like to do?

2. What do you think it was like being 2nd oldest and having an older brother in a

large family?

2. What was John F. Kennedy like in school?

3. What illnesses or injuries did he suffer from as a young person?

4. Why was John F. Kennedy awarded the Navy and Marine Corps Medal and a

citation for ‘extremely heroic conduct’ during World War II?

John F. Kennedy serving his country: The Congressman and

Senator, 1947-1960

Directions: Read about John F. Kennedy between the years 1947-1960 and then fill

in the blanks below with the correct information.

1. After coming home from the war, John F. Kennedy was elected to his first political

office in the year ______. 

2. In total, he served as a Congressman from the state of

_______________________for _____ terms, the equivalent of six years. Then, in

1952 he was elected to the United States _____________. 

3. One year later, when John F. Kennedy was thirty six years old, he married ________________________________________.

4. Unfortunately, early on in their marriage, JFK began having back pain again and went to the hospital for surgery. While he was recovering at the Kennedy family home in Florida, he wrote the Pulitzer prize winning book called ________________________________ about several U.S. Senators who risked their careers to fight for the issues and causes they believed in. When he felt better, he returned to Washington D.C. in May 1955 to continue his duties as Senator.

5. In 1960 he ran for President against the Republican candidate _________________________ and won. John F. Kennedy was inaugurated as

the 35th President of the United States on January 20, 1961.

6.  At the inauguration he madea memorable speech and said “Ask not ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________.
The Presidency of John F. Kennedy

Directions: Focus on the years 1961 to 1963 when John F. Kennedy was

President and choose three things that he did that you think others

should remember about him as the 35th President of the United States.

Explain your answer.

JFK should be remembered for the following things:

1. ______________________________________________________

I think this because ________________________________________

2. ______________________________________________________

I think this because ________________________________________

3.______________________________________________________

I think this because ________________________________________
The Assassination of President John F. Kennedy

1. Date of assassination?

2. Where was he assassinated?

3. Who assassinated him?

4. What did his son do at the fruneral?

5. Who took over the presidency?

Resources: 

Book – A Biography of John F. Kennedy: the 35th President of the United States.

http://www.whitehouse.gov/history/presidents/jk35.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_F._Kennedy#Early_life_and_education
http://mcadams.posc.mu.edu/home.htm
If you use a different source, please document the source below.

1. _________________________________________________________

2. _________________________________________________________

3. _________________________________________________________

4. _________________________________________________________

5. _________________________________________________________
Individual Novel Exploration

Using your own sheet of paper write down the answers to these questions. Incorporate the question into your answer.

1. Define theme---

2. What is the major theme in the novel?

3. Support your point by using quotes from the novel and reference them with page numbers. 

4. What is visualization? How do we use visualization when we are reading a piece of literature?

5. Choose one of the characters in the novel.  Use a quote from the beginning of the novel and one from the end to show how this character has changed.

6. Explain what events have changed the character and how the changes were demonstrated.

7. Setting is the time and place in which the action occurred. The historical and social environment of the setting should also be included. Explain how the setting contributes to the plot of the story.

8. Find a quote by one of the characters in the group. Write down the quote. How does this quote help to show the development of this character?

9. List three crucial events that have a strong impact on characterization, theme or plot development. Describe how each has impacted the story.

