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	Title:
	Ghost Girl A Blue Ridge Mountain Story

	Author:
	Delia Ray

	Publisher:
	Clarion Books Houghton Mifflin

	Copyright Date:
	2003


	About the Author:

(Interesting facts, etc)
	Delia Ray is from Tidewater, Virginia which is less than a day’s drive from the Blue Ridge Mountains.  Having always had a passion for old letters, she has written several nonfiction books about American History.

	Web Address:
	www.deliaray.com 

	E-Mail:

Mailing Address:
	N/A in Iowa City Iowa.  Only a former Seattle address was available

	Picture:
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	Other books by this author:
	Singing Hands, Gold Klondike Advent and others


	Annotation:
	The Blue Ridge Mountains are a must see for avid campers and hikers from all over America.  Winding up the roads and through the trails places you back into a time long gone.  Ghost Girl is an insightful look at part of that history and people that have been lost to advancements and change.
April Sloane is an eleven year old Virginian native born and raised in the Blue Ridge Mountains by her mother, father, and Grandma Birdy.  She lives a harsh life filled with unending chores, poverty, and loss.  Joys in life consist of simple things like a chestnut roast or discovering special rocks to take to her Grandma.  After the death of her young brother and the strain of keeping an awful secret, the one bright spot in April’s life is Miss Vest, a teacher, and the President’s Mountain School.  For every blessing in her life, April fears that the curses are overwhelming.  Just as she is feeling comfortable in her role as student; big and heartrending changes start to occur that may very well take away every chance at happiness she may ever again experience.Ghost Girl draws the reader in and doesn’t let go until the last page has passed through your fingertips and still you want to stay and visit with April just a little longer.  
Spanning a four year period between 1929 and 1932, this story covers the real life heroism of a new teacher faced with challenges and responsibility bequeathed by President Herbert Hoover himself.  The author also did enough research with factual correspondence to base the characters of some of the students.   The real-ness of the characters comes forth and you feel the strength and fortitude that these individuals must have had to live through not only a tough life in the mountains, but to also experience the depression with vigor and resourcefulness.  One can not help but feel the noble pride and unbending will of these strong Virginians through April’s struggles against a crashing wave of change that will leave no individual unturned.


	
	


	Booktalk:
	All April wants to do is not float through life as “Ghost Girl,” a name she was given due to her fair coloring; but that she feels is more appropriate because no one seems to see her since the death of her young brother.  When Herbert Hoover opens a school in the mountains, she feels that maybe she can get past her awful secret and finally find a way to be seen and heard with the help of the new teacher, Miss Vest.   It seems almost as if she if going to make it until changes once again are headed April’s way.  Life has never seemed to want to help April, just hand her more adversity to overcome.  Will she finally find peace and comfort?  Will she finally find a reason to be noticed?  Or will life once again force April into the background?


	Characters:
	Name & Age:
	Relationship to other characters:
	Personality traits:

	
	April Sloane, 11
	Main character, family member, student
	Determined, strong-willed, forced wall flower 

	
	Sloane family
	Mother, Father, Aunt Birdy-grandma
	Mother: bitter and judgmental, Father:  Hard working and aloof, Birdy: the heart and soul of the family

	
	Miss Vest
	Handpicked teacher for the President’s Mountain School, historical person
	Intelligent, hard working, kind


	
	Pres. / First Lady Hoover
	Presidential Couple of the time, created and supported the Mountain school, neighbors
	On one hand very involved and caring, on the other; once out of office, the school was forgotten


	Conflict:
	April goes against most of her family in order to go to school and experience life.


	Conflict Resolution:
	April gets her education, makes up with her family, and realizes that life is what you make it.


	Genre:
	Historical Fiction


	You’ll love these:
	Same genre / interest level:
	Under the Same Sky, Blackwater Ben

	
	By same author:
	Singing Hands


	Interest level / reading level:
	From www.perma-bound.com:
	IL 5.4, RL5-9


	Read-aloud pages/passage:
	Chapter and page #:
	Description of action:

	
	2:13
	April has just seen the new school for the first time and rushes to share her excitement with a very unexcited mother who lets her know exactly how she feels about school.

	
	3:22
	Aunt Birdy has rallied to April’s defense for going to school, and exemplifies the need for schooling with her own frustration of not being able to read.

	
	10:104
	April has had her arm broken at school by two boys, but it is just the excuse Mama needed to take her away from Miss Vest and all that she offered.


	Setting:
	Blue Ridge Mountains Virginia, 1929- 1933 


	Summary:
	April Sloane finds there is more to life than wish lists and what others have through the help of Miss Vest, a teacher.


	Point of View:
	First Person


	Theme:
	Benefits of education, 20th century American History, Grief


	Across the Curriculum Connections:

	Subject:
	Suggested Activities:
	Resources:

	LA/Math
	Before reading the book collect data on how many kids think education is important to their futures.  Display this in Graph form and compare to the same collection of data at the end of the book
	This lesson should flow in conjunction with appropriate math classes on pie/bar graphs.  Grade level math text instructions can be used.

	LA/ other subjects
	Class timeline, see below.
	Ideally, the class timeline would be supported by other staff members and appropriate classes.  Encyclopedic references, internet, school texts.


	Activities:
	Group Size
	Description:

	Everyday Heroes
	2-4
	In small groups, student will brainstorm and define what characteristics it takes to be a hero.  They will then write about a public hero and an everyday hero.  These will be shared with the class.  After finishing the book, a short writing assignment on who is a hero in this story will take place. 

	Timeline
	Individual/ Class
	Each child in the class will be given a period of time  and a category such as 1930-1932, Arts.  That child will research their category and make a colorful chart of what was occurring during that period of years.  The class will then put together a timeline that should go around the room, adding their information at the correct time and category.


	Discussion Questions:
	Question
	Type of Question

	Pre-Reading:
	Have you ever wished that you didn’t have to go to school?  What if you didn’t have to go, what would/could you do?  
	Analytical

	Post-reading:
	Did going to school change the lives of the people in this story, if so how?  Was it for the betterment of their way of living?  Has education changed your life or that of your family?
	Understanding/Comprehension

	First 1/3 of book:
	Do you think that having an education will influence the outcome of April’s life?  Will she find a better way to live?
	Extending/predicting

	Second 1/3 of book:
	Why does Alma want April to stop spending time with Miss Vest?  What does Miss Vest represent that is so unlikable? 
	Understanding/ Comprehension

	Last 1/3 of book:
	The struggle and final loss of Aunt Birdy seems to represent a loss greater than that of a loved one.  In what way does the story change during this time?  How is she a symbol of much more?
	Comprehension


	Language (spelling/vocabulary):
	Term
	Definition

	Dictionary.com
	Covet
	To feel immediate desire for that which is another’s

	Dicitonary.com
	Depression
	A period of drastic decline in a national or international economy, characterized by decreasing business activity, falling prices and unemployment

	Dictionary.com
	Economy
	Careful, thrifty management of resources, such as money, materials, or labor

	Dictionary.com
	Hillbilly
	A disparaging term for an unsophisticated person


	Indiana Standards met by novel content:
	

	English/Language Arts:
	6.2.3, 7.3.2, 8.3.4

	Math:
	6.7.1, 7.6.1, 8.6.1

	Science:
	6.3.12, 7.1.3, 8.5.7

	Social Studies:
	6.1.16, 7.1.15, 8.1.29
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