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	About the Author:

(Interesting facts, etc)
	Gloria Whelan loves to write about far away places because it is like a treasure hunt finding information about her characters and their lives.

	Web Address:
	www.gloriawhelan.com

	E-Mail:

Mailing Address:
	gloriawhelan@comcast.net
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	Connection to the Book:
	Gloria Whelan loves to solve problems and Chu Ju had a serious problem in the book, Gloria chose to solve it with bravery and adventure…a lot like her life. 

	Other books by this author:
	HOMELESS BIRD, ONCE ON THIS ISLAND, A TIME TO KEEP SILENT


	Annotation:
	This culturally eye opening book makes the reader aware of the dire situations some cultures face when it comes to children and the importance of having a boy in the family. It is somewhat disturbing in the fact that these things really occur in our world today, and what’s even more alarming is the idea that most girls get thrown into an orphanage, put to work, and often treated extremely bad. This book makes us aware how lucky we are to live in a country where this doesn’t occur. Chu Ju is one of many older sisters that have to make sacrifices to save their family. I highly suggest this book to open children’s eyes to how lucky we are in America and the importance of embracing our loving family.


	Book talk:
	“Ma Ma whispered, “let the child be a healthy boy.” How would you feel if all your parents wanted was a baby boy? Your grandma thought you were worthless and your parents were willing to give away your new sibling if it wasn’t a boy. This adventure packed book discusses the challenges many countries face where boys are the supreme gender and the desired ones in the family. Chu Ju risks her life to save her new baby sister by running away, what she doesn’t realize is the violence and abuse she will encounter along the way. Will she make it in the country all alone or will she be forced to go back to her family and send her baby sister to an orphanage?


	Characters:
	Name & Age:
	Relationship to other characters:
	Personality traits:

	
	Chu Ju, Age 14
	Main Character, shows true bravery when she runs away to save her little sister from having to go to an orphanage
	Brave, Adventurous, Loving

	
	Han Na
	Older Lady who takes Chu Ju in, she begins to love her like a daughter and eventually gives Chu Ju her land
	Hard worker, loving, forgiving, hopeful

	
	Ling, 17-19 range
	Han Na’s neighbor who takes care of plowing the rice paddy for Chu Ju and Han Na
	Smart, Innovative, Risk taker


	Conflict:
	Chu Ju’s family is only allowed one girl and they desperately want a male child, when they find out they are having a boy they are going to have to give it to the orphanage, and there the little girl will be mistreated.


	Conflict Resolution:
	Chu Ju runs away so her family can keep their new baby girl.


	Genre:
	Adventure/ Survival, Family Story, Friendship, Multicultural


	You’ll love these:
	Same genre / interest level:
	Dancing At The Odinochka,  [image: image2.wmf]
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	By same author:
	Homeless Bird, A Time To Keep Silent


	Interest level / reading level:
	From www.perma-bound.com:
	5.2-7.0/ 5.9

	
	From Bound to Stay Bound Catalog:
	


	Read-aloud pages/passage:
	Chapter and page #:
	Description of action:

	
	Chapter 1. Page 11
	“If you were very rich, you might be able to have a third child by paying a huge fine, but our family had no money.” This quote represents the whole reason for Chu Ju’s adventure…their family could not have another child hence the importance of this child being a boy.

	
	Chapter 4, Page 65
	“You must be new, “she said, “If Ji Rong finds you asleep, he will beat you. Where is your shoulder pole?” Life was rough for runaway and orphaned children; the young girl here is trying to help Chu Ju by telling her that her employer will beat her if he finds her asleep.

	
	Chapter 12, Page 226
	“It was still daylight when I reached the house that had been Han Na’s and was now mine.” Good things happen to Chu Ju during this book, and one is the love and the land Han Na gave to her.


	Setting:
	This story takes place in China, and it begins on Tomb Sweeping Day, also called the Day Of Pure Brightness, the things occurring in this story take place even today in China, so although there is no set time I am sure the setting could be today or 5 years ago.


	Summary:
	   This adventurous story begins when a family in China is wishing beyond wishing that their second child will be a boy. Their one daughter, 14 year old, Chu Ju hopes this too! She knows how desperately her entire family wants a boy to honor their family and she also knows if this baby is a girl they might not get to keep her because in China families, especially poor ones, were not allowed more than 2 children, and that would break her mama’s heart. The time comes and she is sent away to get the doctor and when she returns she knows the news is not good….her mama had had another girl. 
    Chu Ju was expected to take care of this baby until they found the proper way to get rid of her so that her mama could have another child someday and hopefully that would be a boy. She grew to love Hua, her baby sister, and knew she could never let anything happen to her. One day the orphanage lady came to offer her family a price for the child, it was decided she would be picked up the next day. Chu Ju knew it was up to her to save her sister so she decided to run away so that her family would only have one child and they could keep Hua and still have a chance at another child.
   Her adventures began here, she decided to travel along the river in hopes to find a kind soul to help her, and she did. She starts off with a nice fishing family who take her in and take care of her, until they find out she is a runaway and are going to take her back to her village, she then runs away from then too. She ends up then working for a silkworm factory with a mean boss, but makes good friends, until the boss discovers she can write and sends her away. She ends up with a nice lady named Han Na who takes her in and treats her like her own daughter. She eventually inherits the land and goes back to visit her family. She farms her land and finally becomes an honor to her family.


	Point of View:
	First Person


	Theme:
	Chinese Culture, Running Away, Family


	Across the Curriculum Connections:

	Subject:
	Suggested Activities:
	Resources:

	Science
	Plant some rice paddy seedlings in one tank without fish, in another tank plant some with fish, see which thrive more
	Agricultural pamphlets from Dammanns Garden Center, head agriculturist Jimmy Dammann 786-0799, local farmers- Jeff Koch, Koch’s Farms, science books

	Foreign Language
	Look up the different names of the characters in this novel and see what they mean in their culture, how is that related to their family or what they do
	Internet-http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Personal_name, Different culture’s name books, library

	Social Studies
	Make your own family tree and see how many boys and girls each family has and how that would have changed if you lived in China
	Family


	Activities:
	Group Size
	Description:

	Postcards to Home
	Individually
	Students will create postcards from Chu Ju to send home telling about her adventures along the way. They will have to create a front to the card, a picture that shows what she is doing or where she is. They will need to make at least 5 postcards to depict her entire adventure.

	Interview with Chu Ju
	2 students
	One student will be the host of their own “late night” TV show and the other student will be a main character from our book…preferably Chu Ju, each pair needs to create a dialogue and interview questions (8) for the pair to discuss on stage. The pair will perform in front of the audience (class).

	Summary Fill In
	Individually
	Each student will rewrite the story in their own words on strips of paper, they need to divide the story into 10 strips, they will then cut apart the strips and put them in an envelope. Another student in the class will need to take out the strips and put them in the correct order.

	
	
	


	Discussion Questions:
	Question
	Type of Question

	Pre-Reading:
	How do you define bravery?
Explain a time you have had an adventure.
	Comprehension
analysis

	Post-reading:
	How does your adventure compare or differ from Chu Ju’s?
How can you make a difference in the world about this subject?
	Cause/Effect
analysis

	First 1/3 of book:
	Why does the author start with the family going to the cemetery?
Who takes care of the new baby and why?
	Extending
comprehension

	Second 1/3 of book:
	How does Chu Ju’s bravery really show when she is at the silkworm factory?
Who is Han Na and why is she so important to the story?
	Understanding
Comprehension

	Last 1/3 of book:
	Why do you think Han Na wants Chu Ju to go home?
Explain what happens when Chu Ju goes home.

If you had to predict what happened to Chu Ju after this book what would it be?
	Understanding
Cause and effect

Predicting




	Language (spelling/vocabulary):
	Term
	Definition

	
	excursion
	A usually short journey made for pleasure; an outing.

	
	misfortune
	 Bad fortune or ill luck. 

  The condition resulting from bad fortune or ill luck:

	
	agricultural
	relating to or used in or promoting agriculture or farming; "

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Indiana Standards met by novel content:
	

	English/Language Arts:
	4.1.1, 5.1.1, 4.2.1, 4.2.3, 5.2.5, 5.3.3, 6.3.2, 6.3.6

	Math:
	4.2.11, 4.5.1, 4.5.6, 5.2.6, 5.5.2, 6.2.2

	Science:
	5.1.1, 5.1.2, 5.4.2, 4.1.1, 4.3.1, 4.4.4, 6.1.1, 6.2.4

	Social Studies:
	4.1.9, 4.1.12, 5.2.9, 5.3.11, 6.2.6, 6.3.15
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