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About the Author:

Interesting Facts:  Gloria Whelan boasts that she began telling stories before she could even write.  As a young girl, she would tell her babysitter the stories she was thinking about so they could be written down.  That story-telling desire grew as she did and by the time she was in high school, she was the high school newspaper editor.  She credits her writing and stories to all the many books she read while she was young.  She enjoys writing about some of her favorite places; and even those places she has never traveled to, she visits frequently in her head.  http://www.gloriawhelan.com/  
Web Address:  http://www.gloriawhelan.com/ 

Email Address:  gloriawhelan@comcast.net 

Mailing Address:  Gloria’s mailing address could not be located; however, her description of “home” could not be outdone.  “My husband and I live in the woods of northern Michigan in a cabin on a small lake, Oxbow Lake. Our children and grandchildren often visit. The nearest house is a mile away and I have to walk half a mile to get the mail. In the winter the lake is a big white circle and the snow piles up from the ground and hangs down from the roof until you can hardly see out the window. Sometimes a coyote trots out onto the lake and lays on the ice, its muzzle between its paws, lazing in the sun. In the summer we see fox trot around the lake and deer drink at the lake. The eagle and osprey fish the lake and the blue heron stalks the lake¹s edge. The things I see as I walk in the woods or look out of my study window often find their way into my books. There are herons and the eagles in my book about India, only their plumage is a little different.”  http://www.gloriawhelan.com/ 
Gloria’s Picture:
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Connection to the Book:  Gloria often writes of areas that she has visited; however, China is an area she has never traveled to.  She uses her research and imagination to create this powerful story of tradition, culture, and survival and one girl’s quest to find all three.
Other Books by this Author:  Summer of the War, The Turning, Homeless Bird, Once on This Island, Farewell to the Island, Return to the Island, Miranda’s Last Stand, Forgive the River, Forgive the Sky, and Friends.
Annotation:  This story of culture, survival, and friendship takes one right into the heart of China and one family’s acceptance of the government regulations on family size.  A Harper Collins publication, Chu Ju’s House is a vivid portrayal of one girl’s decision to escape her home and family to save her new baby sister from the hand’s of the orphanage.  As families are limited to only 2 children and a boy is the prime choice, a second baby girl born to Chu Ju’s family spells disaster.  Throughout the story, Whelan portrays the land, food, customs and beliefs as if she grew up in the Chinese culture.  Her writing truly portrays an authenticity that would captivate any reader of any age.

Booktalk:  Life is just grand as you know it.  You have a loving mother and a tolerable father.  Though your grandmother is very strict and honest with her opinions, your grandfather left you with fond memories of love and nurturing.  Ma Ma is expecting a new baby and everyone is sure it will be a boy.  After all, families are limited to 2 children by Chinese law and since you are a girl, it just has to be a boy!  But fate is not on your side, and when another girl is born into the home, your grandmother takes the innocence of life away from your family and plans to giver her over to an orphanage.  

You have been given the responsibility of tending to your new sister so your mother does not get too attached.  How could your grandmother give this treasure away?  You decide that the outcome is just too difficult to bear and make your plans quickly.  You will escape before that mean woman from the orphanage returns to take your sister; you will run away so that only one child remains in the home and Ma Ma and Ba Ba have a chance to have the son they desire.  

Follow Chu Ju on her trip to find a new home.  At the age of 14, she is no longer a little girl but she is not yet a woman and must find someone to help her survive.  Will she find a family to take her in, or will she keep searching for a place to call home?  Don’t miss your opportunity to travel to China and follow Chu Ju’s plight as you read Chu Ju’s House, a novel of love lost and gained by Gloria Whelan.  
Characters: 

Chu Ju, 14      Chu Ju is the main character of the story.  She is a happy girl, living within her village having no real complaints other than a bossy grandmother (Nai Nai).  Her world suddenly sours when her mother gives birth to a baby—a second girl—and her nai nai sets to work to have the new baby taken off to the orphanage to abide by the law that families can only have two children in the home, and a boy is the prime desire.  Chu Ju is full of desire, hard-work ethics, and passion.  She is the picture of strength and heroism and never allows herself to be regretful of her decisions.

Ba Ba, approximately in his 40’s.  Ba Ba is Chu Ju’s father.  Though he loves his daughter, he is quick to listen to his mother (Nai Nai), and lacks nurturing, doting characteristics.  He distances himself from the new baby immediately trying to make the pending separation easier.  Though we learn later in the story that he does have a soft heart for Chu Ju, he upholds Chinese tradition and keeps a strict, calm air about himself.

Ma Ma, approximately in her 40’s.  Ma Ma is Chu Ju’s mother.  She is very kind, compassionate and loving.  The birth of a second daughter does not upset her…how can one not love and adore that sweet innocence of a new life?   Ma Ma is a bit defiant in her calm ways, not always accepting the harsh tones of Nai Nai.  Her love as a mother oversees all emotions throughout the story.
Nai Nai, approximately in her 60’s.   Nai Nai is Chu Ju’s grandmother, her father’s mother.  She is a very strict, cold woman.  She abides strictly to Chinese law and custom.  Her personality places fault with the birth of a second daughter to the family and immediately prepares everyone for the removal of Hua (Chu Ju’s new sister) from the family.  She is quick to reprimand Chu Ju and often speaks in hateful, harsh tones.

Hua, born at the beginning of the story     Hua is Chu Ju’s baby sister, the second girl born into the family.  It is interesting to note that Chinese babies are considered to be age 1 when they are born, so she seems to be older than she actually is.  Her life with the family is saved as Chu Ju runs away to keep the family at only one child and the hope for a boy alive.

Wu, approximately in his 40’s      Wu is the owner of a fishing boat, father and husband of the first family that hesitantly takes Chu Ju in after she runs from home.  He is very harsh and judgmental, wanting to remove Chu Ju from the boat the moment she is discovered.  He seems to fear her presence assuming evil has followed her.

Yi Yi, approximately in her 40’s   Yi Yi is the wife of Wu.  She immediately befriends Chu Ju, begging her husband to allow Chu Ju to stay on board with the family and work to support her board.  Yi Yi teaches Chu Ju the fishing businesses to help the family prosper.  She takes her in as the daughter she does not have for company and companionship with her husband and 2 sons are out fishing.  She is very loving and nurturing until Chu Ju replaces her kindness for understanding and tells the real reason she has left her village.  She then becomes “traditional” Chinese and lashes out at Chu Ju for leaving her mother as she did.

Bo, the oldest boy of Wu and Yi Yi     Bo was a very quiet, serious character.  He treated Chu Ju with kindness but was also leery of her story and getting too close to her.  
Zhong, the youngest boy of Wu and Yi Yi    Zhong, described as “slim and quick” was a true boy.  He enjoyed his play and tricks on the others.  When Chu Ju left, he awoke and followed her, sending with her a jar of fireflies he had captured the night before.  
Song Su, around 14    Song Su is a girl Chu Ju meets at the silkworm factory.  She discovers Chu Ju sleeping in the trees and the two become fast friends.  She is from the orphanage, hired as very cheap, very moldable labor.

Ling Li, around 14      Ling Li is another friend of Chu Ju’s from the silkworm factory.  She has more of a wild side to her, wearing make-up and jeans (something forbidden to Chu Ju) but is also kind and compassionate and becomes a fast friend to Chu Ju.

Jing, around 14     Jing is another girl sent from the orphanage to work at the silkworm factory.  She is one of the girls who also befriends Chu Ju.  Her beating received at the factory sparks an interest in Chu Ju to write to the orphanage and let them know the conditions under which the girls live.

Yong, approximately in her 50’s     Yong is the manager of the silkworm factory.  She is a very cross, hateful woman whose concerns rest only with her silkworms…and her profits.  She is described as “old and shriveled, as if all the air had been squeezed out of her.  Her gray hair was pulled into a knot on top of her head, and her narrow eyes looked at me as Nai Nai had looked upon a cockroach that had crept by night into our rice flour.  A moment later the cockroach was dead.”  (pp. 68-69)
Biting Dog, approximately in his 30’s    Biting Dog is one of the regulators of the silkworm factory.  He beats the girls as discipline and tolerates no lack of work.  He is a mean, unfair man who supports Yong in her business.

Han Na, approximately in her 50’s or 60’s   Han Na is a very kind, compassionate woman.  She befriends Chu Ju when Chu Ju approaches her working in her rice paddy.  She extends honest, sincere love and compassion to Chu Ju and the two become fast friends.  Over time, Chu Ju is taken into the family like one of Han Na’s own.  Han Na has a very soft, loving heart and puts family above all else.

Quan, approximately in his 20’s   Quan is Han Na’s son.  He is unhappy in the village they live in farming the rice paddy and dreams to escape to Shanghai.  He feels destined to live in the city and accepts Chu Ju as his replacement and leaves after she comes into the family.  Quan never changes from his ways, and even after his absence causes death to come upon his mother, he returns to the city, satisfied by the sights and the life he finds there.
Ling,  early 20’s    Ling is a neighbor that has high hopes and aspirations for life.  He is an avid reader in a tradition in which the government regulates books and reading material.  His collection is hidden away so as to save his family from prosecution.  He quickly befriends Chu Ju teaching her new agricultural trends and helping her to prosper in her overtaking of the rice paddies for Han Na.  It is indicated in the end of the story that he and Chu Ju marry and spend the rest of their lives together.

Mr. and Mrs. Zhang, 50’s      Mr. and Mrs. Zhang are Han Na’s neighbors, the parents of Ling.  Thought they adore their son, they are still caught in the Chinese tradition and offer many kind, neighborly gifts to Chu Ju while she is at Han Na’s.

Conflict:  External Conflict:  The external conflict of the story revolves around Chinese culture, law and tradition.  The government allows families to only have two children or face heavy taxes and penalties.  Boys are considered the prime sex and all families pray for a boy to bless their family and establish rule within the home.  Government has say over all aspects of life.  Freedoms are restricted and punishment is harsh and heavy.
Internal Conflict:  The internal conflict of Chu Ju’s House is Chu Ju’s desire to save her baby sister Hua.  In honor of Chinese law and custom, Chu Ju flees her home to save her new baby sister from being sold to an orphanage to make possible a baby boy being born to her mother and father.  She battles the law constantly as she lies to make her story one that people will accept and not turn her away.  She must fight the stigma of being a girl and learn to survive on her own in a very cruel word.
Conflict Resolution:  External Conflict:  There is no sense of resolution in this story.  Chinese law can be very strict.  Though much of the country no longer abides by such oppression, many villages still live under old law.  The rich culture described by this story leave one with a clear understanding of the rights we take for granted, blessed by being born in America.

Internal Conflict:  Chu Ju survives; she makes for herself a home and a family.  That is her ultimate goal and dream.  Though the road is not smooth and she suffers many times along the way, Chu Ju stays strong, determined, and clever enough to make it through.  Her self-sacrifice and courage win overall, and she begins life as a young woman, a promise of love at her side, never regretful for the decisions she felt forced to make. 

Genre:  Chu Ju’s House offers glimpses of several genres.  It is primarily a story of family and culture.  However, it also offers the reader adventure, a bit of drama, friendship, and realistic fiction.  Gloria Whelan is brilliant in her accurate portrayal of this true-to-life Chinese family living through the revolution.  
If You Liked Chu Ju’s House, You’ll Love:  Hatchet by Gary Paulsen, I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou, The Watsons Go To Birmingham by Christopher Paul Curtis, and Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan.
Interest Level/Reading Level:
Interest Level   5-9        Reading level    5.2       per http://www.perma-bound.com 
Age level 10-14      Grade level 5-9   

per http://www.btsb.com/Library/Showcase/AuthorDetail.php?ID=362 
Read-Aloud Passage:  Chapter 3, pages 41-42

In summary, at the young age of 14 Chu Ju must make a life-altering decision.  Her emotionless departure sets the stage for the progression of the book.  Her letter, left to tell her parents of her absence, is so plainly written, so accurately describing the Chinese culture and personality and its lack of life and luster.  She clearly sets her family first, thus justifying her running away.  She is very loyal, very honorable toward her parents, yet she cannot bear to see anything happen to her new baby sister.  These two pages set the stage for what is yet to come.  
Setting:  The story takes place in modern-day China with accurate descriptions of both the landscape and the culture.  The setting is set by the mood which portrays a harsh, controlling government imposing tight sanctions on family size, work and residency.  
Summary:  Chu Ju’s House is a wonderfully told story of how Chinese law and culture define family structure within many of China’s villages.  The story defines one family’s acceptance of the law with a young daughter who chooses to escape following the birth of a second daughter, allowing her family to try one more time for a treasured son.  Following her escape, Chu Ju encounters more regulations and laws as she tries to fit in with a fishing family out on the river, a silkworm factory with cruel, vicious dictators ruling over, and finally a welcoming home with an older woman and her son.  But even when it seems she has finally found a home, her new family is jeopardized as she chooses whether or not to protect her new “mother” or confide in her for trust and guidance.  Finally, Chu Ju establishes a home and a life for herself and with that confidence, she travels home to visit.  She is received by love and longing, but nonetheless, she is determined to return to her new life and face the destiny that lies ahead.  
Point of View:  The book is told in first person from the perspective of the main character Chu Ju.  
Theme:  The theme of Chu Ju’s House focuses primarily on survival.  It is the story of one girl’s escape from her family and the only home she has ever known and her travels to find a new home to call her own.  Other themes of culture, friendship, and conflict intertwine with Chu Ju’s journey as she struggles with telling lies and finding acceptance into a new family.  Cultural themes are apparent throughout the book as the government’s laws and restrictions are clearly defined.  Conflict lies at every corner trying to trap and control Chu Ju’s journey.  Her success in the end clarifies one final element of survival.  She clearly justifies that life can be what one makes of it; Chu Ju makes for herself a life to be proud of.
Across the Curriculum Connections:  

Language

Arts:
Class discussions covering the elements of fiction, point of view, and theme take place as a class and in small group discussion.  Book reports, reviews, and booktalks offer a variety of insight into the novel.  The book itself is a vital resource for any project as are the author’s influence in the literary world.   The author can be studied in more detail at http://www.gloriawhelan.com.  

Science:
The last third of the book spends a great deal of time discussing rice paddies and how they are harvested by hand and are the sole income for many families.  Many students are unaware of physical labor to this extent and most likely have no idea what a rice paddy is or what it even looks like.  A science class could dive into a study about rice paddies in China and how they are harvested today.  A vital study into the process could begin at websites such as http://www.chinahighlights.com/travelogue/2006_06_01_64.html.  
Social

Studies:
Chu Ju’s House offers vast opportunities for any social studies class to study the county of China along with it laws, government processes, tradition and heritage.  Many students of today take freedom as we know it for granted knowing not how the other half lives.  The content of the story would be so much more influential with a background comparison to China and how it regulates its citizens.  A good reference starting point could be found at http://chinaunique.com/educate/culture.htm. 

Math:
A math class could very easily dive into the population and economy of China and compare and contrast it with the United States.  From there, information could be presented in many forms including pie graphs and charts.  As mentioned in a previous unit, pie graphs and charts can be taught as a separate lesson or in a direct link to this unit.  More information can be found at http://nces.ed.gov/nceskids/createagraph/index.asp?ID=845D4DDDA92CD816E.  
Activities:  
The following worksheet could be implemented into the above mentioned math class in order to gather data.  The worksheet can be solved in small group format allowing one group to tackle each question.  
	Name _______________
	Date _____________
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Do The Research!
China 
Directions: Research the topic indicated to the right and answer the questions below based on that topic.
Topic: China
1. What is the current total population of China?
______________________________________

2. What is the highest point in China? How high is it?
 

______________________________________

______________________________________

3. Which city has the highest population in China? How many people live there?
______________________________________

______________________________________

4. Throughout the world, how many more people speak Chinese than speak English?
______________________________________
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Copied from http://www.teach-nology.com/worksheets/country/china/research 
An additional activity to work along with the Language Arts Class or the Social Studies class would include the following worksheet.  As mentioned in the directions, the students will incorporate Chinese vocabulary into a story to share with the class. 

 China Group Creative Writing
 

Directions: As a group, you have 25 minutes to write a brief story using the words or variations of the words below.
	abacus 
Asia 
Beijing
calligraphy
	Confucius 
dynasty
emperor 
chopsticks
	bamboo 
lantern 
jade 
rickshaw 
	panda
ideograms
kite 
pagoda


 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
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Discussion Questions:  

Pre-Reading:
What do you know about Chinese culture?  (analyzing)

What is tradition?  Does your family practice any particular tradition?  (analyzing) 

Where is China?  Can you locate it on a map?  (understanding)

Post-Reading:
Why do you think Chu Ju decided to remain at Han Na’s instead of returning home?  (extending/understanding)

What became of the relationship between Chu Ju and Ling?  Support your answer with examples from the story.  (predicting)

Have your opinions of China changed any after reading this story?  Would you like to visit someday?  Why or why not?  (analyzing/predicting) 

First 1/3:  
Does Nai Nai like Chu Ju?  Why or why not?  (analyzing)


How did the family react when they noticed Chu Ju gone and discovered her note?  (extending/predicting)


Why did Yi Yi suddenly turn on Chu Ju?  Would it not have been easier to continue to keep her on the boat for companionship and labor?  (analyzing)

Second 1/3:
Han Na gave Chu Ju the benefit of the doubt and kindness from the start.  Why was she the first one willing to trust in Chu Ju without expecting rewards in return?  (analyzing)


Was Chu Ju justified in following Quan’s directions in not telling Han Na where she was going and why?  (analyzing)


The kind woman Chu Ju met on the train mentioned her son-in-law’s imprisonment for “speaking the truth.”  What does that mean?  (comprehension)
Last 1/3:
What are the pamphlets Ling talks so highly about?  Why are those considered to be safe reading?  (analyzing)


Was Quan saddened or relieved by the passing of his mother Han Na?  Why?  Support your answer.  (analyzing)


Even after the long separation, Nai Nai seems to have softened little toward Chu Ju.  Why?  (analyzing)

Language:
Chu Ju’s House incorporates Chinese vocabulary into the book frequently.  In order to follow the story, the reader must be able to understand the vocabulary as it is used.  The glossary at the end of the book must be utilized and is included as follows:

Ba ba—father

Bundui—wrong, incorrect

Cha bukou—the checking of residence permits

Chi fan meiyou—literally, “Have you eaten yet?”  Used as a greeting in China we might say, “Hello.”

Dian-shi—television

Feng shui—the art of finding the most auspicious placement for something

Gong-ji—rooster

Gu zheng—a stringed-instrument resembling a lyre

Hai—the sea

Majiang—a game played with tiles

Ma ma—mother

Ma-que—a sparrowlike bird

Mu—one sixth of an acre

Nai nai—paternal grandmother
Nu hai—girl

Qing-ting—dragonfly

Suona—woodwind instrument often played at funerals

Waiguoren—foreign devils, a derogatory name for foreigners

Ye ye—paternal grandfather

Ying—eagle

Yuan—about 12 cents in American currency

Zai-jian—farewell

(pp. 229-230)

Indiana Standards

Met:

Language Arts:
Grade 6

Reading Standard #1—Word Recognition, Fluency, and Vocabulary Development (6.1.1, 6.1.2, 6.1.4)


Reading Standart #2—Comprehension (6.2.3, 6.2.4)


Reading Standard #3—Literary Response and Analysis (6.3.1-6.3.8)


Standard #4—Writing (6.4.5-6.4.10,)


Standard #5—Writing Applications (6.5.4)


Standard #6—English Language Conventions (6.6.1-6.6.5)


Standard #7—Listening and Speaking (6.7.4-6.7.7, 6.7.10-6.7.14)

Grade 7


Reading Standard #1—Word Recognition, Fluency, and Vocabulary Development (7.1.1, 7.1.3)


Reading Standard #2—Comprehension (7.2.4, 7.2.6)


Reading Standard #3—Literary Response and Anaylsis (7.3.1-7.3.5)


Standard #4—Writing (7.4.1-7.4.5, 7.4.8-7.4.10)


Standard #5—Writing Applications (7.5.2, 7.5.5)


Standard #6—English Language Conventions (7.6.6-7.6.9)


Grade 8


Reading Standard #1—Word Recognition, Fluency, and Vocabulary Development (8.1.2, 8.1.3)


Reading Standart #2—Comprehension (8.2.4)


Reading Standard #3—Literary Response and Analysis (8.3.2-8.3.5, 8.3.7)



Standard #4—Writing (8.4.1-8.4.3, 8.4.7-8.4.9)

Standard #5—Writing Applications (8.5.2, 8.5.5)

Standard #6—English Language Conventions (8.6.1-8.6.7)

Science:

Grade 6



Standard #2—Scientific Thinking (6.2.4)




Standard #3—The Physical Setting (6.3.16)




Standard #4—The Living Environment (6.4.13)




Standard #5—The Mathematical World (6.5.4, 6.5.6)




Grade 7




Standard #2—Scientific Thinking (7.2.7)




Standard #4—The Living Environment (7.4.7, 7.4.10)




Standard #5—The Mathematical World (7.5.4)




Grade 8




Standard #2—Scientific Thinking (8.2.3-8.2.8)




Standard #5—The Mathematical World (8.5.2-8.5.5

Social Studies:

Grade 6



Standard #1—History (6.1.18, 6.1.19)




Grade 7



Standard #1—History (7.1.3, 7.1.5, 7.1.9, 7.1.10, 7.1.15-18)




Standard #2—Civics and Government (7.2.1, 7.2.2, 7.2.4-9)

Standard #3—Geography (7.3.4, 7.3.5, 7.3.8, 7.3.10, 7.3.11, 7.3.12, 7.3.14, 7.3.15)

Standard #4—Economics (7.4.1-9)
Standard #5—Individuals, Society, and Culture (7.5.1-9)
Grade 8

Standard #2—Civics and Government (8.2.2-5, 8.2.9-13)

Standard #3—Geography (8.3.5-7)

Standard #4—Economics (8.4.2-4)

Math:


Grade 6



Standard #6—Data Analysis and Probability (6.6.1-6.6.5)




Grade 7




Standard #6—Data Analysis and Probability (7.6.1-7.6.7)




Grade 8




Standard #6—Data Analysis and Probability (8.6.1-8.6.7)

