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(Interesting facts, etc)
	Jean Van Leeuwen grew up in Rutherford, New Jersey.  She enjoyed riding bikes, climbing trees and playing baseball with the boys in the neighborhood.  When she wasn’t outside being a tomboy, she was inside reading books.  She was an avid reader and tried to write her first book when she was in the sixth grade.  She made it to chapter three before she ran out of ideas.  She gave up on writing until she graduated from Syracuse University and got a job in the children’s literature department of a publishing company.  This job inspired to try her hand at writing again.  Jean Van Leeuwen’s first published book, Timothy’s Flower, was the start of a career that has produced more than forty books.  
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	Connection to the Book:
	Students with an interest in the early settlement of the United States, adventure lovers, and those who enjoy stories about nature and animals will enjoy this book.


	Other books by this author:
	A Fourth of July on the Plains (illustrated by Henri Sorensen) 

Going West (illustrated by Thomas B. Allen) 

Hannah of Fairfield (illustrated by Donna Diamond) 

Hannah's Winter of Hope (illustrated by Donna Diamond) 

Hannah's Helping Hands (illustrated by Donna Diamond) 

Nothing Here But Trees (illustrated by Phil Boatwright) 

The Tickle Stories (illustrated by Mary Whyte) 

Tales of Oliver Pig (illustrated by Arnold Lobel) 

Amanda Pig and Her Big Brother Oliver (illustrated by Ann Schweninger) 




	Annotation:
	Daniel, 11, and 9-year-old Will, must survive alone in the Ohio wilderness while Pa goes back to Pennsylvania to gather Ma and the rest of the family.  An axe, two knives, and a sack of cornmeal are all the boys have to sustain themselves with until Pa’s return.  Luckily, Solomon, an Indian, shows up and teaches the boys how to set snares and be more observant of their surroundings.  Pa and the family are long overdue as winter arrives.  The boys know something bad must have happened.  Daniel and Will show tremendous strength and determination as they learn to provide for themselves and survive in the wilderness.  Their dramatic struggle reaches a climax when they get in a life and death encounter with a bear.     


	Booktalk:

	Pa and the boys arrive in Ohio to clear the land for their new home in the rich farmland of Ohio.  The year is 1803 and Daniel and Will are on their own no sooner than they arrive because Pa has to go back to Pennsylvania and get the rest of the family.  Daniel and Will only have an axe, two knives, and a sack of cornmeal to help them survive.  When Pa does not return as scheduled, the boys figure something bad must have happened.  Now they must face the harsh winter, wild animals, and the feeling that “someone or something” is watching them.  




	Characters:
	Name & Age:
	Relationship to other characters:
	Personality traits:

	
	Daniel / 11
Will / 9

Pa

Ma

Sarah / 6

Abby / 5

Zeke / 3

Josiah / Baby < 1

Solomon 


	Oldest son of Ma and Pa

Stays with Daniel in Ohio 
Head of the family

Mother to the 6 children

Younger sister of Daniel and Will

Younger sister of Daniel and Will

Younger brother of Daniel and Will

Younger brother of Daniel and Will 

Indian who helps Daniel and Will
	Mature, sensible, responsible
Determined, resourceful, adventurous

Strong, the provider for the family

Caring, nurturing, spiritual

Wise, helpful, sad “broken heart”

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


	Conflict:
	Two young boys, Daniel (11) and Will (9), must survive in the wilderness while their father returns to Pennsylvania to retrieve their mother and siblings.  Man vs. Nature


	Conflict Resolution:
	Daniel and Will, through their own determination and the help of Solomon the Indian, learn the necessary skills to survive in the wilderness and care for themselves until they are reunited with their parents and siblings.


	Genre:
	Historical fiction


	You’ll love these:
	Same genre / interest level:
	Wintering Well      by Lea Wait
The Teacher’s Funeral      by Richard Peck



	
	By same author:
	A Fourth of July on the Plains (illustrated by Henri Sorensen) 

Going West (illustrated by Thomas B. Allen) 

Hannah of Fairfield (illustrated by Donna Diamond) 

Hannah's Winter of Hope (illustrated by Donna Diamond) 

Nothing Here But Trees (illustrated by Phil Boatwright) 




	Interest level / reading level:
	From www.perma-bound.com:
	4.5 Reading Level
5-9 Interest Level

	
	
	


	Read-aloud pages/passage:
	Chapter and page #:
	Description of action:

	
	Chapter 1 / page 7
	Daniel describes the vast wilderness of Ohio.  Descriptive picture of what the area is like where they will be making their new home.

	
	
	

	
	Chapter 9 / page 68
Chapter 13/page 115

Chapter22/ page 187
	Daniel describes his uneasy feeling.  He says it is as if someone is watching him.  This is foreshadowing of the appearance of Solomon.

 A blizzard arrives and Daniel is at a low point.  He wonders if they will be able to survive on their own.
This passage describes how Will is taking care of Daniel and doing all the necessary chores.  Daniel realizes that Will is growing up and sees the changes in him.


	Setting:
	1803 Ohio Wilderness


	Summary:
	Two young boys, Daniel and Will, must survive in the wilderness of 1803 Ohio while their father returns to Pennsylvania to load up the rest of the family.  What is expected to be a five or six-week trip lasts for months.  Not knowing the fate of their father or the rest of the family, the boys must learn to survive the harsh winter and battle not just the elements, but also the animals that call the Ohio woodlands their home.


	Point of View:
	Author is narrator.  Third Person


	Theme:
	Man vs. Nature


	Across the Curriculum Connections:

	Subject:
	Suggested Activities:
	Resources:

	Science
Science

Social Studies

Math
	Students could study the ecosystem described in the book and analyze how the term “survival of the fittest” might apply.
Daniel relied on the Sun as a reference point for time and direction.  Students could study how people have used the Sun to provide such information and study instruments such as the sundial.

Students could study the early settlement of the Midwest.  Specific study of the Indian tribes that inhabited the Midwest as well as specific historical events such as the French and Indian War are referenced in the book.

Students could determine the length of the route Pa took from Ohio to Pennsylvania and back.  They could then apply the estimated time Pa allotted for the trip to determine how far Pa would have to travel each day to make his projected schedule.  Students could also figure out approximately how far the mill was from the cabin based on the time it took Daniel to walk the route as well as use the information Solomon provided about the distance.
	http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Survival_of_the_fittest
http://www.exploratorium.edu/science_explorer/sunclock.html
http://www.accessgenealogy.com/native/ohio/
http://www.ohiohistorycentral.org/category.php?c=H
http://www.gmap-pedometer.com/
http://www.42explore2.com/horsdrawn.htm


	
	
	

	
	
	


	Activities:
	Group Size
	Description:

	
	
	

	Survival Skills Handbook
	2-4
	Students will take all the survival skills learned from reading this book to create a “survival handbook” for 1803 Ohio.  The survival handbook should include the following sections:  Providing Shelter, Gathering food (plants and animals), Medicines Found in the Wilderness, How to Make Clothing, Surviving the Weather, and Marking and Following Trails.
 

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Discussion Questions:
	Question
	Type of Question

	Pre-Reading:
	What do you know about the term “survival of the fittest?”
What are your thoughts about hunting?  For sport?  For survival?  
	

	Post-reading:
	It could be said this story is an example of “Man vs. Nature,” describe how this theme applies to the story.

	Analyzing

	First 1/3 of book:

Aug. – Oct.
	Why did Pa want to move the family from Pennsylvania to Ohio?
What supplies did Daniel and Will have to survive with until Pa returned?

When the boys became lost, how did they find their way back to the cabin?


	Analyzing
Comprehension

Comprehension 

	Second 1/3 of book:

Nov. – Feb.
	What example of foreshadowing can you find in Chapter 9?

How does Solomon help the boys?

The boys are becoming very resourceful.  Give two examples of how the boys are learning to provide for themselves.
	Analyzing

Comprehension

Comprehension

	Last 1/3 of book:

March - June
	When Solomon came back what does he teach the boys that will eventually save their lives?
How does Will demonstrate his maturity in Chapter 22?

Why do the boys think they may never see Solomon again?
	Comprehension / Analyzing


Comprehension
Comprehension


	Language (spelling/vocabulary):
	Term
	Definition

	
	Massacre
Varmints

Johnnycake

Moccasins

Indignation


	An instance of a large killing of usually helpless or unresisting human beings

An animal considered a pest

A bread made with cornmeal
A soft leather heelless shoe

Anger aroused by something unjust, unworthy, or mean

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Indiana Standards met by novel content:
	

	English/Language Arts:
	6.1.4, 6.2.3, 6.2.4, 6.2.5, 6.3.1, 6.3.2, 6.3.3, 6.3.4, 6.3.5, 6.3.6, 6.3.7, 6.3.8, 7.2.4, 7.2.6, 7.3.3, 7.3.4, 7.3.5, 8.3.2, 8.3.4, 8.3.5, 8.6.1, 8.6.5, 8.6.6, 8.6.7


	Math:
	6.5.1, 6.5.2, 7.2.1, 7.5.3, 8.3.7, 8.5.1, 8.5.2

	Science:
	6.1.1, 6.3.8, 6.3.12, 6.3.15, 6.3.16, 7.4.2, 7.4.7, 7.4.8, 7.4.9, 8.2.1, 8.2.2, 8.2.3, 8.2.4,  8.2.5 

	Social Studies:
	8.1.1, 8.1.2, 8.1.3
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