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	Book Title
	The Cabin on Trouble Creek
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	Connection to the book
	Inspired by watching her two children grow up and discovers life’s simple things and her new found interest in American History and how our country was settled to create a fictitious account of what two young people had to go through on their own in the wilderness.  Most of her writing centers around children and their life experiences.

	Other books
	Hannah’s Winter of Hope (Phyllis Fogelman, 2000)

Lucy Was There (Phyllis Fogelman, 2002)

The Great Googlestein Museum Mystery (Phyllis Fogelman, 2003)


	Annotation
	An informative tale of two brothers who find themselves learning to survive day to day in the unchartered Ohio territory.  Daniel and Will, out of necessity, learn survival skills at their cabin while waiting for their family.  Along the way, the boys learn hunting and building skills that help them fend off the dangers of the wild.

	Booktalk
	You are excited. You, your brother and pa have set out to establish your new home in the new Ohio territory.  Pa builds the cabin and you NEED his training and help since you three are on your own.  You are 11 and your brother is a few years younger and Pa says that now is the time for him to go back and get Ma and the rest of the family.  He says he will be back in three weeks.  After two months he and the rest of the family are not back and you are on your own w/ your brother.  Can you handle that??? Daniel and Will faced that reality. No phone, tv or radio.  Just them two, nature, an Indian and you won’t believe what else!!

	
	Characters

	Daniel
	Older brother of Will who found himself as the “father” at times when he and Will learn how to survive on their own.

	Will
	Daniel’s younger brother who had a aggressive nature about him and had a knack for fishing.

	Solomon
	Indian who befriended Daniel and Will and taught them hunting and survival lessons in the absence of their father.

	Pa
	Father of Daniel and Will who initially brought them to their land and helped build the cabin where the boys stayed.

	
	

	Conflict
	Character vs. Nature

	Conflict Resolution
	With the help of others and thinking things through, both Daniel and Will learned how to combat the wicked forces of the wild.

	Genre
	Historical Fiction

	You’ll Love these!!
	The Old Willis Place: A Ghost Story (Mary Downing Hahn)
The World According to Humphrey (Betty Birney)

	Interest/Reading Level
	Grade 4-7

	Read-aloud pages/passage
	p. 72-73 (Ch. 9/10), “A visitor”

	Setting
	Newly charted territory in Ohio, 1803

	Summary
	Set during 1803, this story takes two young men on a self-discovery trip when they realize that they are left to fend for themselves, in the uncleared lands of Ohio.  The story walks the reader through late fall into early summer, depicting conflict and resolutions experienced along the way.   

	Point of View
	Third person, narrative

	Theme
	Self-discovery

	Across the Curriculum
	Activities

	Social studies
	Create a map of the Northwest Territory and determine the type of climate in this area.

	Life Skills
	Create a survival checklist that you would need to survive in a cabin through a winter.

	Resources
	Read a journal from a pioneer who wrote accounts of their daily experiences settling land.

	
	Discussion Questions

	Pre-Reading
	What were some sanitation problems in the US during the 1700’s that are not around today?

	Chapters 1-8

	1. Analyze how Daniel began to grow up the moment “three weeks” had passed.
2. How did Daniel feel like his Pa when will was avoiding the bear to get the fish he caught?


	Chapters 9-17
	1. How might their winter have been had they not met Solomon the Indian?
2. Give an example of how Daniel began to respect and not envy his younger brother.



	Chapters 18-25
	1. What were the feelings that Daniel had when he realized that the guys at the mill had probably been talking about running Solomon’s family out of the territory?
2. How did the brothers become stronger together after the bear attack?


	Post-Reading
	What are some other dangers that the boys may have faced during their time living alone in the cabin?

	Language (sp. and vocab)
	Blizzard-Snow with winds in excess of 35 mph and visibilities of 1/4 mile or less, for an extended period of time
Johnnycake-a classic corn bread unique because the meal is water-ground and made from white sweet corn
Frontier-a wilderness at the edge of a settled area of a country


	
	Indiana Standard met

	Social Studies Grade 5
	5.3.10
Read fiction and nonfiction stories about how American Indians and European settlers lived in early America and find examples of the various ways people adapted to and changed the environment.

5.5.3
Read fiction and nonfiction stories about conflicts among and between groups of people at different stages in the formation of the United States and give examples of how these conflicts were resolved.
Example: Different religious views within communities sometimes led to founding of new communities, such as Providence, Rhode Island, in 1644. During the revolutionary period, different political ideas led to conflicts between loyalists and patriots. During the development of the Constitution, the federalists and anti-federalists had differences of opinion about the role of government.



	Language Arts/Reading Grade 7
	7.3.3
Analyze characterization as shown through a character’s thoughts, words, speech patterns, and actions; the narrator’s description; and the thoughts, words, and actions of other characters. 

	
	


