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	About the Author:

(Interesting facts, etc)
	Cheryl Whitesel began writing as a little girl when her mother praised her on a story she wrote about a rabbit.  She would ask for 500 page notebooks for Christmas so she could write her stories.  When she was having difficulties with her stories, she would switch to a different colored pencil to give her a new perspective.  She went to college and became a lawyer.  After she married and had a child, they moved to Asia for 12 years where she quit being a lawyer and started writing children’s books.  She loved her adopted country so much that she wanted to share their culture in her books.



	Web Address:
	http://www.cherylwhitesel.com/

	E-Mail:

Mailing Address:
	cheryl@cherylwhitesel.com 
c/o Author Mail, Clarion Books, 215 Park Ave., New York, NY 10003

	Picture:
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http://www.cherylwhitesel.com/About-Cheryl.htm



	Connection to the Book:
	After living in Asia for 12 years, she became fascinated with the people and culture.  She misses Asia and travels back for visits.  Her stories come from her travels and readings.



	Other books by this author:
	Rebel: A Tibetan Odyssey


	Annotation:
	     Koji is given the opportunity to train with a master dye maker but fails because of his homesickness.  Now he will shame his family by returning home.  Instead, he runs away, gets lost in the forest, and is captured by a Ninja patrolling the area.  He is forced to remain in their camp and train as a Ninja or else.  It isn’t until the Samurai burn his village, that he begins to understand and accept the philosophy of the Ninja.

     Samurai, Ninja, what’s the difference?  Many Americans would have no idea.  The author is very successful in communicating characteristics of the ancient Asian culture and the difference between Samurai and Ninja to her readers.  Many youth will be fascinated with the secret life of a Ninja revealed in this story.  


	Book talk:
	Koji has been kidnapped by a Ninja clan.  No matter how hard he tries, he cannot escape.  His only choice is to train with them and become a Ninja too.  But, once he is strong enough, will Koji stay with the Ninja?  



	Characters:
	Name & Age:
	Relationship to other characters:
	Personality traits:

	
	Koji – early teen
	Main character
	Unsure of himself, believes his parents love his twin brother more

	
	Taro – early teen
	Twin of Koji
	Through Koji’s eyes, Taro is tougher and more talented than himself

	
	Koji’s Parents
	
	Want the best for both sons but is superstitious about twins and believes Koji has been destined for something great

	
	Tanaka Shinzaemon – adult 
	Master Dye Maker – Koji trains under
	Patient but with high expectations for Koji to learn the craft of dying material

	
	Foster Mother – adult
	Wife of Master Dye Maker
	Patient with Koji, tries to give him advice to be successful

	
	Obaason – old woman
	Mother of Master Dye Maker
	Impatient with Koji, not very encouraging

	
	Spider – late teen
	Ninja who finds Koji
	Confident with little patience for Koji’s unwillingness to accept the Ninja way

	
	Dark Fire – old man
	Grandfather of Spider, Leader of Ninja Clan
	Wise and patient leader but strict with high expectations

	
	Falcon – teenager
	Ninja who like Koji was found wandering in the forest
	Eager to get to know and help Koji with the Ninja ways

	
	Lord Udo – adult
	Daimyo or feudal warlord of Koji’s village
	Powerful, corrupt leader

	
	Norimaru – late teen
	Son of Lord Udo
	Arrogant and egotistical, plays the flute extremely well


	Conflict:
	Koji has shamed his family by failing to complete his training with the Master Dye Maker.  To avoid the shame, he runs away and is captured by a Ninja clan.  The clan will not let him go but give him the opportunity to train as a Ninja.  Koji accepts the training but in his heart he doesn’t believe in their philosophy and is waiting for the chance to escape.


	Conflict Resolution:
	Lord Udo orders his Samurai to burn Koji’s village because they could not pay all of their rice tax.  When Koji finds out, he realizes everything he has learned from the Ninja are true and vows to avenge this atrocity.  Together, Koji, Taro, and Spider work to successfully prevent another misdeed by Lord Udo. 


	Genre:
	Historical Fiction


	You’ll love these:
	Same genre / interest level:
	The Book of the Sword by Carrie Asai

The Demon in the Teahouse by Dorothy Hoobler

The Ghost in the Tokaido Inn by Dorothy Hoobler

In Darkness, Death by Dorothy Hoobler

The Revenge of the Forty-seven Samurai by Erik Christian Haugaard

Samurai Spirit: Ancient Wisdom for Modern Life by Burt Konzak

The Sword that Cut the Burning Grass: A Samurai Mystery by Dorothy Hoobler



	
	By same author:
	Rebel: A Tibetan Odyssey

	Interest level / reading level:
	From www.perma-bound.com:
	Interest level – grades 5 – 9, Reading level – grade 5.2

	
	From Bound to Stay Bound Catalog:
	Age Range – 10 – 14


	Read-aloud pages/passage:
	Chapter and page #:
	Description of action:

	
	Page 101, last 2 paragraphs
	Koji has just tried unsuccessfully to escape from Spider and is speaking poorly about the Ninja, believing the Samurai to be more honorable.  Spider is responding.

	
	Page 171, last paragraph
	Koji is speaking with Dark Fire and suggests that the musket be destroyed.  Dark Fire is expressing his approval and acceptance of Koji.


	Setting:
	Iga Mountains, Japan.  The year is 1545.


	Summary:
	Koji is given the opportunity to train with a master dye maker but fails because of his homesickness.  Now he will shame his family by returning home.  Instead, he runs away, gets lost in the forest, and is captured by a Ninja patrolling the area.  He is forced remain in their camp and train as a Ninja or else.  It isn’t until the Samurai burn his village, that he begins to understand and accept the philosophy of the Ninja.




	Point of View:
	Koji – first person


	Themes:
	History of Japan, Heroes and Heroines, Ninja, Samurai

	Across the Curriculum Connections:

	Subject:
	Suggested Activities:
	Resources:



	History of Japan
	In this activity, students will learn about Feudal Japan (12th-19th century) and create a journal and a game.  


	Web Quest about Feudal Japan created by Jenny Murphy, 

Elementary School Teacher in Cambridge, Maryland 

http://cte.jhu.edu/techacademy/fellows/Murphy/


	Heroes and Heroines
	Students will define hero traits and determine a personal hero.  Students will conduct research on their personal hero and write an essay and/or Web Page.
	The My Hero Project: An Approach to Using MY HERO 

in the 7th to 10th Grade Classroom http://www.myhero.com/myhero/go/theteachersroom/lessons_view.asp?id=1


	Samurai
	Students will learn about and create poetry in the form of haiku and renga.  Students will also learn how to retell a story using Kamishibai, using pictures.


	Time Warp Trio in the Classroom: Sam Samurai

http://www.timewarptrio.com/teachers-parents/lessons/pdf/twt-lesson-samurai.pdf



	Activities:
	Group Size
	Description:

	
	Whole Class
	Since many forms of Martial Arts originated in the Asian culture, invite an instructor to teach your students some of the philosophy and basic techniques of this form of 

self-defense.


	Discussion Questions:
	Question
	Type of Question (comprehension, analysis, predicting, cause/effect)

	Pre-Reading:
	Why do you think the author chose the title, Blue Fingers?  What do you think this story is about? (Repeat this question at the end of the story.)
	Predicting

	Post-reading:
	Explain the transformation Koji goes through during the story.  Describe his attitude and behavior.
	Comprehension

	First 1/3 of book:
	When Koji is homesick, what does he do?  When Koji is afraid that he will dishonor his family, what does he do?  When Koji gets lost in the forest, what happens?
	Comprehension, 

Cause / Effect

	Second 1/3 of book:
	If Lord Udo buys many muskets, what will he do with them?  Why do the Ninja see this as a threat?
	Analysis / Predicting

	Last 1/3 of book:
	How does Koji see the Master Dye Maker’s home at the end of the story?  Is it the same way he did in the beginning of the story?  What does he believe about the Master Dye Maker?
	Comprehension / Analysis


	Language (spelling/vocabulary):
	Term
	Definition (found at www.dictionary.com)

	
	inconsistent
	Not regular or predictable; erratic

	
	ambiguous
	Having more than one possible meaning

	
	glade
	An open space in a forest 

	
	alighted
	To come down and settle

	
	yoke
	A frame designed to be carried across a person's shoulders with equal loads suspended from each end

	
	scamp
	A mischievous youngster

	
	stealth
	Avoiding detection by moving carefully

	
	subterfuge
	Something intended to misrepresent the true nature of an activity

	
	arsenal
	A stock of weapons

	
	predicament
	A situation, especially an unpleasant, troublesome, or trying one, from which extrication is difficult

	
	barbarians
	A fierce, brutal, or cruel person

	
	obliterate
	To do away with completely so as to leave no trace

	
	Many Japanese words and definitions are listed in the back of the book.
	


	Indiana Standards met by novel content:


	

	English/Language Arts:
	6.1.4, 6.2.4, 6.2.6, 6.2.7, 6.3.2, 6.3.6, 6.3.8, 6.5.3, 6.5.5, 6.6.4, 7.1.3, 7.2.4, 7.2.6, 7.3.2, 7.3.3, 7.3.4, 7.4.1, 7.4.5, 7.4.6, 7.4.8, 7.5.1, 7.5.3, 7.5.4, 8.1.3, 8.3.2, 8.4.1, 8.4.2, 8.4.4, 8.4.7, 8.5.1, 8.5.3, 8.5.4, 

	Social Studies:
	7.1.12, 7.1.18, 7.1.20, 7.5.1, 7.5.2
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