Pamala K. Gasway

Novel Resource 5

1. Ritter, John H. The Boy Who Saved Baseball. 2003; Penguin.

2. About the author:

John Ritter grew up in the hills of eastern San Diego County, California near Mexico. He enjoyed playing baseball as a kid and is a proud lefty. He attended the University of California at San Diego, where he met his wife who is an elementary school teacher. He worked as a house painter for 25 years and “always booked time to write.” In 1994 he received the Judy Blume award for a novel in progress. He retired from painting to write full-time after Choosing Up Sides was accepted for publication in 1997.

For his biography, see http://www.johnhritter.com/johnbio0.sht
Author’s web site http://www.johnhritter.com/index.sht
Email: HeyJohn@johnhritter.com 

Regular mail: John H. Ritter, c/o PP Inc. Children's Marketing, 345 Hudson Street, 15th Floor, New York, NY 10014.

Message board: http://www.johnhritter.com/BBS_PasswordClue.sht
Other books by the author:

Under the Baseball Moon, Choosing Up Sides, Over the Wall, 
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3. Annotation:  The fate of a small California town rests on the outcome of one baseball game, and Tom Gallagher hopes to lead his team to victory with the secrets of the now disgraced former Major League Baseball player, Dante Del Gato. Ritter has more than a baseball story here—it’s a tall tale with subplots and a large cast of characters. It follows the sports novel formula of building to a game at the end; however, there are a couple of  “curveballs,” and ultimately, something other than the Big Game determines the ball park’s fate. 

4. Booktalk:

I am a big baseball fan. However, sometimes when I read novels about baseball, they bore me. They either dwell too much on the game or not enough. I enjoyed reading The Boy Who Saved Baseball by John Ritter. There are a lot of characters and a lot to keep you interested. For example there are townspeople from Hollis B, the town lunatic who speaks a lot of truth, to the main character, Tom Gallagher who is a 12 year old boy who learns a lot of truth from the course of the novel. How would you feel if you were Tom, and you knew that if your team lost the Big Game the baseball park would be bulldozed to make way for a new housing development?  What if there was a prophecy in town that predicted a stranger would come to town to divulge a secret and a great man would die? So read about Tom and his friends to see who the boy is who saved baseball and how he did it. 

5. Characters:

· Tom Gallagher: main character, age 12, keeps a “dreamsketch”, plays baseball for the Dillontown Wildcats, only one who can recite the poem about Blackjack Buck’s prophecy, intelligent, substitute right-fielder & pitcher, see http://www.cruz-on.com/TomsPage.sht
· Frankie Flores:  Tom’s best friend,  shortstop, Maria’s cousin, age 12, talks about girls a lot, 

· Ken Altenheimer: a.k.a. Doc, 87 years old, apple rancher, owns the property where a new development may be,  He offers the game between the Wildcats and the Lakeview Vikings to decide about the development, town doctor for 45 years (delivered most babies)

· Jerry Gallagher: Tom’s father, science teacher at Scrub Oak Middle School, organized the 12 and under Wildcat Baseball Camp, coaches the Wildcats at first,

· Helen Gallagher: Tom’s mother, school librarian, rescued by Dante Del Gato

· Ramon Sabala:  smart, outfielder (left field), has a telescope, good with computers, 

· Cody Powers: youngest on the team (age 11) , takes turns in right field with Tom,

· Wil Barnes: a.k.a. Big as a Barn, goofy, best hitter on the team, his father owns the tack and feed store, catcher, 

· Rachel Gleason: center fielder, 

· Tara Gleason:  11 years old, second base player

· Clifford Villanova: just moved to Dillontown from Pala Indian Reservation, third base, 

· Maria: tall & strong,  Frankie’s cousin, can scare boys, girls softball pitcher, first base player, 

· Cruz de la Cruz: from Paloma, rode his horse alone for 2 days to play ball at the ball camp, carries a laptop with him, made his own bat from maple, good with words, pitcher, likes to explore, see http://www.cruz-on.com/
· Hollis B: talks to himself, seems like the town lunatic

· Blackjack Buck: Gold miner, gave prophecies after drinking off a drunk, drank black-elderberry-and applejack wine, 

· Dante del Gato: played professional ball for the Padres and had a great season leading up to the World Series v. Detroit then disappeared, lives in a secluded compound above White Fang Peak, 

· Oscar Calabaza: Mayor of Dillontown, supports the new development,

· Alabastor Jones:  local attorney, pro the development, 

· Daisy Ramirez: represents the citizens to cheer the team on,

· Maggie: owner of In Your Face Beauty Salon, town supporter,

6. Conflict: Whether or not the Lucky Strike Ballpark will be bulldozed for a new development.

7. Conflict resolution: The team wins the Big Game, but Doc dies with no will, Tom inherits Doc’s land through his dreamsketch.

8. Genre: This book is fiction, and it can also be considered sports/baseball fiction.

9. Recommended books of same genre:

High Heat and Heart of a Champion by Carl Deuker

Infield Hit by Thomas Dygard

The Diamond Champs by Matt Christopher
Haunting at Home Plate by David Patneaude

Safe at Second by Scott Johnson

A Year Down Yonder by Richard Peck

Recommended books by same author:

Under the Baseball Moon, Choosing Up Sides, Over the Wall, 

10. Interest level: 4-7

Reading level: 4.4

11. Read aloud pages:

· Read “The big inning...” for a quick read aloud and a good introduction to the novel.

· Another quick read aloud is on page 13 starting with “The stranger rode...” and ending with “...came to town.” This should help peak the interest of students as well as help them think about the idea of a legend and tall tale. 

· Explain to students that the fate of the Lucky Strike Park, where the kids play baseball and have for many many years, hangs in the hands of Doc Altenheimer. Doc owns most of the land and had promised to announce his decision. Read page 9 starting with “Doc had promised...” through page 12 to end the chapter. 

12. Setting: The book is set in Dillontown, California and its environs in contemporary time. The author created a map that is in the front of the book.  Most action takes place at Lucky Strike Park. 

13. Summary: Ritter renders a baseball story with elements of legends and tall tales. The old ballpark will be bulldozed to make way for a new development unless the local kids can win the Big Game, as Doc Altenheimer promises. Enter young Cruz de la Cruz, with a bat slung into a rifle holster on his saddle and a self-designed computer game that simulates the delivery of any pitch. Tom Gallagher and Cruz secure rough recluse Dante Del Gato, a renowned Major Leaguer who suddenly quit the game, as trainer. Local supporters spruce up the field and reporters gather to watch. Tom and his fellow Wildcats find themselves playing better than they ever thought they could. Cruz, his work done, vanishes on game day, launching Tom into the lineup for last-inning heroics. 

14. Point of view: Third person limited narration. 

15. Theme: The book is a maturation tale as Tom learns and grows up. There is also a theme of old vs. new with the threat of the new development changing the town. 

16. Across the curriculum connections:

English: Have students write their own poems using couplets (like the Prophecy). Have students research other baseball literature (stories and poems) and share their findings. Students could write a tall tale about a local legend or hero. Have students investigate the characters’ names for double meanings. Ask students to compare what Del Gato tells Tom (pp 172-174) to the recent steroid controversy. 

Science: Have students study the physics of batting and research Mr. Gallagher’s theory and some of the ideas that Del Gato posits. Students can research the stars and planets in the night sky. Have students do research on Global Positioning Satellites.

Math: Have students research statistics for the Padres leading up to the World Series with Detroit to check for player stats that could represent Del Gato. 

Art: Have students keep their own “dreamsketch” of events in the book. 

Physical Education: 

Family and consumer science: Have students fix some of the food mentioned in the book (such as carne asada or chorizo con huevos) and research their importance to the novel’s setting.

Resources:

Astronomy picture of the day: http://antwrp.gsfc.nasa.gov/apod/archivepix.html
Hubble telescope video clips: http://hubblesite.org/newscenter/newsdesk/archive/releases/video_category/
Learn about how GPS works: http://www.trimble.com/gps/index.html and http://www.pocketgpsworld.com/howgpsworks.php
Web site has links for baseball statistics:

http://www.teachersfirst.com/autoframe.htm?http://baseball-almanac.com/bstatmen.shtml 

The science of baseball: http://www.exploratorium.edu/baseball/
Resources for the physics of baseball: http://www.npl.uiuc.edu/~a-nathan/pob/
Every Last Recipe site with recipe search: http://www.www.livingcookbook.com/rdir-id-128.asp
Society of American Baseball Research index: http://www.baseballindex.org/
Local Resource: Dr. Peter Carino, Indiana State University, baseball literature expert; (812) 237-3278.

17. Activities:

English: 

See lesson plan for discussion questions, writing prompts, and word study assignments: http://www.johnhritter.com/TBWSB_TeachersGuide.sht
Students play game to identify the player positions for the Wildcats: http://www.quia.com/cm/109611.html
Science: 

See lesson plans on the physics of baseball: http://www.pbs4549.org/baseball/lesson.htm
Students can play Home Run Rally: http://www.coffeebreakarcade.com/games/homerunrally/instructions.htm
See unit plan at http://www.teachersfirst.com/autoframe.htm?http://euclid.barry.edu/%7Emarinas/mat476/journal/kup319df.html 

Good starting point for a lesson in interpreting graphs:

http://www.teachersfirst.com/autoframe.htm?http://home.istar.ca/%7Embein/baseball.html 

Batters Up game: http://www.teachersfirst.com/autoframe.htm?http://www.prongo.com/math/
Math:

Graphing calculator lessons: 

Running the bases - http://www.pbs4549.org/baseball/bases1.htm
The pitch - http://www.pbs4549.org/baseball/pitch4.htm
The hit - http://www.pbs4549.org/baseball/hit4.htm
The flight - http://www.pbs4549.org/baseball/flight3.htm
18. Discussion questions:

Pre-reading: What do you know about tall tales? What do you know about baseball? What is a prophecy?

Post-reading: What elements of tall tales are included in this novel? How is a knowledge of baseball important to read this novel? What parts of the Gloom and Doom Prophecy came true (p 55-56)? What does Tom’s mother suggest about prophecies (p 211-212)?  

Questions:

Chapters 1-10

What are some of the positives for the new development? What are some of the negatives?

Who is Doc Altenheimer? What problem does he pose for the Wildcats?

What is the Big Game? Explain.

Who is Dante Del Gato?

What do you think of  Cruz de la Cruz? Include examples when you explain him. 

What is the Prophecy? Do you think it is valid? Why/why not?

When Tom and Cruz head up the mountains to Dante del Gato’s place, what comparison do they make about the Indians and the new development?

Explain how Cruz got into Dante del Gato’s house.

Chapter 11-20

What did Del Gato do with his bare hands in front of the boys that seemed to scare Tom?

What drill does Del Gato have the kids do first? Why did Mr. Gallagher voice an opposition to it?

How does Dante Del Gato know Mr. & Mrs. Gallagher?

Why does Del Gato have Maria pitch underhanded to the team?

What does Del Gato explain to Tom and Cruz about why he left baseball while they’re all at Doc’s house?

How does Lucky Strike Park change?

What do you sense about the two groups, the preservationists and those for the new development? Do you believe that each side really believes their arguing points?

Chapters 21-30

What is Mr. Jones’ threat to Tom?

Rachel says that she believes that when good people do things with good intentions, good things happen. Do you agree? Why/why not?

Who vanishes the day of the Big Game?

On game day, what is different about Del Gato’s appearance?

How does the line-up change on game day?

How does Del Gato convince Tom to play?

How does Tom win the game but but also lose?

What did Doc write in Tom’s dreamsketch?

According to the end of the novel, who is the author?

19. Language:

a. handkerchief – a small usually square piece of cloth used for usually personal purposes (as blowing the nose) or as a clothing accessory
b. rickety – lacking stability or firmness 

c. scabbard – a sheath for a sword, dagger, or bayonet
d. waiver – the act of intentionally relinquishing or abandoning a known right, claim, or privilege
e. prophecy – a prediction of something to come 

f.  couplet – two successive lines of verse forming a unit marked usually by rhythmic correspondence, rhyme, or the inclusion of a self-contained utterance 

g. adobe – a brick or building material of sun-dried earth and straw

20. Indiana academic standards:

English: 6.1.2, 6.1.3, 6.1.4, 6.1.5, 6.2.7, 6.3.1, 6.3.2, 6.3.3, 6.3.4, 6.3.5, 6.3.6, 6.3.7, 6.3.8, 7.1.1, 7.1.3, 7.3.1, 7.3.2, 7.3.3, 7.3.4, 7.3.5, 7.3.6, 7.3.7, 7.3.8, 8.1.1, 8.1.2, 8.1.3, 8.3.1, 8.3.2, 8.3.3, 8.3.4, 8.3.4, 8.3.5, 8.3.6, 8.3.7, 

Science: 6.3.2, 6.4.8, 6.5.5, 8.1.8, 8.3.16, 8.4.8, 

Physical Education = 6.7.3, 8.6.3,
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