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	About the Author:

(Interesting facts, etc)
	John H. Ritter grew up in eastern San Diego County near the Mexican border.  John calls his family as a “baseball family.”  His father was a sports writer in Ohio, but moved the family west before John was born to become the Sports Editor at The San Diego Union.  John’s mother died of breast cancer when John was four years old.  John credits his love of baseball to the many baseball games, (half-pretend, half-real) that he and his brothers played in the rural area of San Diego County where they grew up.  John also says the mountainous environment of their home helped inspire his imagination.  John H. Ritter can best be described by the following quote: "I write for the curious among us, especially the kid like me, who'd rather read people, the sky, or animal tracks--anything but a book!"

-background information gathered from the website www.johnhritter.com


	Web Address:
	http://www.johnhritter.com/


	E-Mail:

Mailing Address:
	HeyJohn@johnhritter.com
None Found
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	Connection to the book::
	Image from www.booksamillion.com
Students with an interest in sports, obviously baseball, would enjoy reading this book.

	Other books by this author:
	Choosing Up Sides
Over the Wall

Under The Baseball Moon


	Annotation:
	A big developer has plans to complete change the small California town of Dillontown.  A golf course, million dollar homes, and making a lake out of the town’s baseball field are just a few of the changes that have the town divided on the project.  Doc Altenheimer owns the last piece of property the developer needs and he’s decided that the town’s fate will rest on the outcome of a youth baseball game between Dillontown’s ragtag team and the Lake View Vikings, an all-star team from a neighboring town.   The team gets help from a mysterious stranger, Cruz de la Cruz, who rides into town with wisdom well beyond his 12 years, and Dante Del Gato, the town’s infamous former major league star who has been living secluded up in the mountain side of the town.  

In an epic game, the Dillontown Wildcats find a way to persevere and pull off the unlikely win.  The players learn to believe in themselves and each other in order to persevere.  


	Booktalk:
	In The Boy Who Saved Baseball, the town’s fate rests on the outcome of a baseball game.  The 12-and-under Dillontown Wildcats, a ragtag group of boys and girls will have to do something they have never done before….beat the Lake View Vikings!  Maybe the stranger that rides into town, Cruz de la Cruz, holds the key to victory.  Could it be Dante Del Gato, one of the best major leaguers to ever play the game, who mysteriously walked away from baseball just as he led his team to the World Series?


	Characters:
	Name & Age:
	Relationship to other characters:
	Personality traits:

	
	Tom Gallagher / 12
Doc Altenheimer/ 80’s
Frankie Flores / 12
Maria Flores / 12

Ramon Sabala / 12

Rachel Gleason / 12

Tara Gleason / 11

Clifford Villanova / 12

Cody Pomroy / 11

Will Barnes / 12

Cruz de la Cruz / 12

Jerry Gallagher / 40’s ?

Helen Gallagher / 40’s ?

Mayor Oscar Calabaga / 40-50’s ?
Alabaster Jones / 40-50’s ?
	Main Character

Neighbor / Tom’s friend
Tom’s best friend, Teammate

Frankie’s cousin, Teammate

Teammate 

Teammate

Rachel’s sister / Teammate

Teammate

Teammate

Teammate

Teammate / Rides into town to play

Tom’s Father / Coach of the team

Teacher

Tom’s Mother / Media Specialist

Librarian / Team “mother”

Dillontown Mayor

Bank President


	Quiet, Shy, Intelligent
Wise, Mentor, Strong-Willed
Outgoing, “girl crazy”
Loud, Bossy, Tough

Smart, “the brain”
Quiet, Strong

Quiet

Young, Immature, Talkative

Strong

Athletic, Intelligent, Independent

Caring, Fair, Rational

Nurturing, Honest, Optimist
Guarded, Likes attention

Greedy, Mean, Threatening

	
	Dante Del Gato / 40’s ?
Hollis B / ?

Grayson “Graydog” Larue / 40’s ?

Maggie Larue / 40’s ?
	Former Major Leaguer / Town’s

Recluse
Poet / Comments into fake cell phone

Only lawyer in town

Married to Maggie

Married to Grayson / Owns town’s

Beauty shop


	Gruff Exterior, Good guy “inside”
Most think he’s crazy / talkative

Honest, Knowledgeable 

Vocal, Passionate



	
	
	
	


	Conflict:  
	The decision to support the new development of Dillontown or preserve the town’s history and culture is a major conflict in the book.  Tom has a personal conflict of coming out of his shell and being more confident in his abilities.  Dante Del Gato has a personal conflict of facing the rumors and talk of the townspeople to come out of hiding to help coach the team.


	Conflict Resolution:
	Doc decides the conflict over the town’s development project by calling for a “winner take all” baseball game.  Tom finds his confidence when it seems that all hope is lost, he makes the winning play of the baseball game, and he speaks up to the mayor to secure the town’s future.  Dante Del Gato faces his critics and helps coach the team to victory and show people his true character.


	Genre:
	Sports Fiction / Friendship 


	You’ll love these:
	Same genre / interest level:  
	Safe at Second  by Scott Johnson
A Strong Right Arm by Michelle Y. Green
A Whole New Ball Game by Sue Macy
A Year Down Under by Richard Peck

	
	By same author:
	Choosing Up Sides
Over the Wall

Under The Baseball Moon


	Interest level / reading level:
	From www.perma-bound.com:
	4.4 Reading Level / 4-7 Interest Level

	
	
	


	Read-aloud pages/passage:
	Chapter and page #:
	Description of action:

	
	Chapter 1 / pages 11-12
	     At the town meeting, Doc tells everyone his plan to let the baseball game determine
     future of the town.

	
	Chapter 11 / page 90
Chapter 20 / pages 154-155
	     Dante Del Gato arrives at the baseball diamond to help the team.  Everyone is unsure

     how to react.  Tom’s mother puts everyone at ease by welcoming Dante.

     Tom describes his growing confidence.  This passage signals a change in Tom and 

     he is coming out of his shell. 

	
	
	


	Setting:
	Modern Day Dillontown, California.  A rural setting 35 miles outside of San Diego, California
Summertime


	Summary:
	The town’s fate is in the hands of the Dillontown Wildcats.  Ten youngsters make up the 12-and-under baseball team that must win its game against the Lake View Vikings to preserve the town’s culture and heritage.  If they lose, the developers will forever change Dillontown.  The team goes through a week of difficulties and on the day of the big game, their best player has disappeared.  Tom becomes an unlikely hero and the team achieves the unlikely win.  In a sad twist, Doc Altenheimer dies as the game ends and it appears that the victory will not save the town after all.  Doc’s lawyer explains that his will is out of date and the sought after property will have to be sold at an auction where the high bidder will surely be the new developer.  Tom again saves the day when he discovers Doc has written a new will in Tom’s dreamsketcher.  Doc has left all his land to Tom Gallagher saving the town of Dillontown.


	Point of View:
	Third Person – with some instances of the main character, Tom, speaking to the audience.


	Theme:
	The main theme is found in the title The Boy Who Saved Baseball.  The author leaves that determination up to the reader.  Some may see Cruz de la Cruz as the boy who saved baseball.  Others will see Tom Gallagher as the boy who saved baseball and the town.  There are also themes of teamwork, unity, friendship, and respecting culture and traditions found in the book. 


	Across the Curriculum Connections:

	Subject:
	Suggested Activities:
	Resources:

	Science
Math
	The team learns how batting relates to physics and students could study this relationship and also determine other activities like swinging a golf club that can be analyzed by the study of physics.
The sport of baseball has many statistics.  A player’s batting statistics could be used to practice fractions, ratios, and percentages.  Students could pick (or be assigned) a major league player to research and acquire his batting statistics to use in exercises that work on fractions, ratios, and percentages.

	http://www.npl.uiuc.edu/~a-nathan/pob/
http://www.kettering.edu/~drussell/bats.html
http://ffden-2.phys.uaf.edu/211_fall2002.web.dir/josh_fritts/swing.html
www.mlb.com
http://www.pbs.org/teachersource/mathline/concepts/sportsandmath/activity3.shtm


	Social Studies
	The sport of baseball is referred to as “America’s Pastime”
Students could study the history of baseball and its evolution.


	http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_baseball
http://www.historicbaseball.com/baseballhistory.html


	
	
	


	Activities:
	Group Size
	Description:

	Dreamsketchers
	Individual assignment
	Students will create their own dreamsketcher like that carried by Tom Gallagher.  Students will make daily entries into their dreamsketcher (at least 2 pages per day) and this activity will go on for one week.  Students can write poetry, draw, free write, etc.  “Blue Books” would be used as dream sketchers.  Students should carry their dream sketcher with them whenever possible so they can write when they get the inspiration.
Once the dreamsketchers are collected and reviewed, any portions of the dreamsketcher that student would like to share (with the teacher’s approval) could be displayed in the classroom or media center to encourage written expression and creativity among the entire student body. 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Discussion Questions:
	Question
	Type of Question

	Pre-Reading:
	What makes someone a hero?
Does your family have any long-standing traditions or cultural observances?  Why value due these activities hold? 
	

	Post-reading:
	Who saved baseball?  Cruz de la Cruz or Tom Gallagher?  Why?
	Analyzing / Comprehension

	First 1/3 of book:
	Do you think Doc’s decision is fair?  Why or why not?
In Chapter 6 Cruz asks about the town’s prophecy.  What has happened in the story that can be related to the prophecy?
	Cause / Effect
Analyzing


	Second 1/3 of book:
	How does running down the mountain make the players better baseball players?  What life-lessons are learned from this drill?

	Comprehension / Analyzing
Cause / Effect

	Last 1/3 of book:
	Why does Cruz disappear on the day of the big game?
Why was this baseball game getting national attention?
How would you describe Dante Del Gato?  What kind of person is he?  How did your opinion of him change throughout the story?


	Analyzing
Comprehension / Cause & Effect

Analyzing

Comprehension/ Analyzing


	Language (spelling/vocabulary):
	Term
	Definition

	
	Brouhahas
Compadre

Prophetic

Vato


	Uproar, battle
Friend

Foretelling events, predicting

Homeboy or dude

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Indiana Standards met by novel content:
	

	English/Language Arts:
	6.1.4, 6.2.3, 6.2.4, 6.2.5, 6.3.1, 6.3.2, 6.3.3, 6.3.4, 6.3.5, 6.3.6, 6.3.7, 6.3.8, 7.2.4, 7.2.6, 7.3.3, 7.3.4, 7.3.5, 8.3.2, 8.3.4, 8.3.5, 8.6.1, 8.6.5, 8.6.6, 8.6.7


	Math:
	6.1.3, 6.1.4, 6.1.5, 6.1.6, 6.2.3, 6.2.4, 6.2.5, 6.2.7, 6.2.10,  7.1.7, 7.2.1, 7.2.2, 7.6.1, 7.6.4, 7.6.6, 8.2.4, 8.5.1

	Science:
	6.2.2, 6.2.3, 6.2.5, 6.2.6, 6.2.8, 7.1.3, 7.1.4, 7.1.7, 7.2.1, 7.2.7, 8.1.4, 8.1.5, 8.1.7, 8.1.8, 8.2.2, 8.2.4, 8.2.5

	Social Studies:
	8.5.9
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