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	Copyright Date
	2003
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	http://www.johnhritter.com/
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	HeyJohn@johnhritter.com
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	Connection to the book
	John H. Ritter is a baseball Novelist who still plays baseball in his spare time.  Growing up in the sparse mountainous regions of southern California, gave him plenty of time to dream up baseball stories.

	Other books
	· Under the Baseball Moon
· Choosing Up Sides

· Over the Wall

	Annotation
	A wonderfully depicted story of how a below average baseball player gathers a group of community members to challenge a more elite group of youngsters in a game of baseball to determine ownership of community property.  With the help of a swashbuckling pitcher named Cruz de la Cruz, Tom Gallagher has a team that will change the landscape of his community forever and also put to be some of his own personal demons.

	Booktalk
	“If you loved the movie “Hoosiers” you will get a kick out of this rags to riches book!!!!  They were small, slow and really couldn’t play very well. So why were they playing in the biggest game of their life?? Wait ‘til you see their new pitcher!! He rides in on horseback, and strikes out every kid he sees!!

	
	Characters

	Doc Altenheimer
	87 year-old apple rancher who wants to sell his farm, and proposes to give it to the winners of one baseball game

	Cruz de la Cruz
	Mysterious cowboy who happens to be a great pitcher and helps the community team.

	Tom Gallagher
	12-year old who is in charge of putting together a community team to challenge for the farmland up for the offering.


	Dante del Gato
	Old major leaguer who is coerced by Tom Gallagher to coach the rag-tag group of players.

	Conflict
	Character vs. Character

	Conflict Resolution
	To overcome stereotypes and lack of talent, the young community team led by benchwarmer Tom Gallagher overcome the odds and gets the game winning hit!!!

	Genre
	Baseball Stories- Juvenile Fiction

	You’ll Love these!!
	They Came from Center Field by Dan Gutman
The City of Ember by Jeanne Duprau


	Interest/Reading Level
	Grades 5-8

	Read-aloud pages/passage
	p. 190 “Pressure time”

	Setting
	Dillontown, California

	Summary
	While struggling to gain acceptance and respect, 12 year old Tom Gallagher seeks the help of a mysterious boy, named Cruz de la Cruz, who arrives on horseback claiming to know the secret of hitting and gives the residents of Dillontown hope and excitement.  After coercing Dante Del Gato, a former major-leaguer years before, to be their coach they suddenly make a winner out of a team of cast-offs that help capture the Doc Altenheimer’s farmland that was up for public sale.  Tom Gallagher, not only, puts together the team that defeats a more talented team, but a life-long benchwarmer, he comes up with the winning hit.

	Point of View
	First person, narrative

	Theme
	Community and self-worth

	Across the Curriculum
	Activities

	Social studies
	Find the geographical area of Southern California and find it’s relationship to Mexico by studying the following website: http://www.answers.com/main/ntquery;jsessionid=2nifpvtgvaotd?tname=southern-california&sbid=lc04a

	Resources
	Discover how land auctions were held in the southwestern United States by looking at the following resource.
· http://www.u-s-history.com/pages/h949.html

	
	Discussion Questions

	Pre-Reading
	How did the Mexican-Americans affect the Southwestern California territory?

	Chapters 1-10

	1. What were Tom’s thoughts of Cruz when he first met him?
2. How did Cruz and Tom’s entrance of Del Gato’s property make them closer?


	Chapters 11-20
	1. How did all the media and local coverage add to Tom’s feeling of pressure?
2. What advantage did Tom believe he had by having Del Gato as his coach?


	Chapters 21-30
	1. Why did some people feel that it really didn’t matter who won the big game anyway?
2. What was the symbolism of the a girl being intentionally walked in favor of Tom batting at the end of the game?


	Post-Reading
	How was the victory at the end of the book a vindication for Tom Gallagher?

	Language (sp. and vocab)
	bench warmer-(sports) a substitute who seldom plays
batting average-The batting average of an individual player is calculated by dividing base hits by at-bats (AB). Walks, hit-by-pitch, and sacrifice hits are not counted as an official at-bat

metaphor-a figure of speech in which an expression is used to refer to something that it does not literally denote in order to suggest a similarity


	
	Indiana Standard met

	Social Studies Grade 8
	8.2.10
Explain the importance in a democratic republic of responsible participation by citizens in voluntary civil associations/nongovernmental organizations that comprise civil society.

.



	Language Arts/Reading Grade 7
	7.1.1
Identify and understand idioms and comparisons — such as analogies, metaphors, and similes — in prose and poetry. 

Idioms: expressions that cannot be understood just by knowing the meanings of the words in the expression, such as to be an old hand at something or to get one’s feet wet
Analogies: comparisons of the similar aspects of two different things

Metaphors: implied comparisons, such as The stars were brilliant diamonds in the night sky.

Similes: comparisons that use “like” or “as,” such as The stars were like a million diamonds in the sky.



	Social Studies Grade 5
	5.5.3
Read fiction and nonfiction stories about conflicts among and between groups of people at different stages in the formation of the United States and give examples of how these conflicts were resolved.
Example: Different religious views within communities sometimes led to founding of new communities, such as Providence, Rhode Island, in 1644. During the revolutionary period, different political ideas led to conflicts between loyalists and patriots. During the development of the Constitution, the federalists and anti-federalists had differences of opinion about the role of government.



	Health 
Grade 6
	6.5.7   
Analyze the possible causes of conflict among youth in schools and communities.

Example:  Analyzes possible causes of conflicts among youth in schools such as hurt feelings, jealousy, miscommunication, possession, power/leadership struggles, and differences in expectations and values. 

6.5.8   
Demonstrate strategies to manage conflict.

Example:  Demonstrates how to resolve a conflict by showing how to stay calm and not make the conflict worse, assess risk of violence and leave if a weapon is present, agree that there is a problem, listen to the other person, apologize or accept an apology, work with them to identify choices to resolving the conflict, seek the help of a mediator if needed, and compromise on a choice that is fair for both persons.  




