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	Connection to the Book:
	The idea of not talking to strangers is one that every child will relate to.  

	Other books by this author:
	Shelter Dogs: Amazing Stories of Adopted Strays (photographs by Greg Farrar)

Don't Tell Anyone 

My Brother Made Me Do It 
The Secret Journey

Nightmare Mountain

Night of Fear

The Blizzard Disaster

The Volcano Disaster



	Annotation:
	Bonnie's brother, Matt, left his classroom to use the bathroom and now he’s missing.  A police dog traces his scent to the curb, where it is believed he got into a vehicle.  No one knows why Matt would go anywhere with a stranger? Bonnie discovers that the family dog is gone, too.  Somehow this must all be related.   The story will climax with a life or death situation for Bonnie, Matt, and the abductor. 


	Booktalk:
	When Matt leaves his kindergarten class to go to the bathroom, he doesn’t return.  Matt’s older sister Bonnie is left standing alone waiting to ride the school bus home.  She had a feeling something bad was going to happen, but who would have expected this.  Matt has been kidnapped!  The police can’t find him but will Bonnie be able to follow the clues?  Get ready for an exciting climax that puts Bonnie and Matt in a life or death situation.    


	Characters:
	Name & Age:
	Relationship to other characters:
	Personality traits:

	
	Matt / 6
	Younger brother to Bonnie
Son of Denny and Anita


	Energetic, Athletic, Smart

	
	Bonnie / 13
	Matt’s older sister
Daughter to Anita


	Responsible, Intelligent

	
	Anita Sholter
Denny Thurman 
Detective Morrison
Winston
Celia

Nancy / 13
	Mother to Bonnie and Matt
Ex-Wife of Denny Thurman

Father of Matt / Ex-husband to Anita
Police Detective with canine partner “Spike”
Denny Thurman’s brother
Denny Thurman’s sister-in-law
Bonnie’s best friend

	Loving, Provider
Gambler, Mean, Criminal 

Intelligent, Caring, Diligent
Successful, Family Man
Honest, Caring
Caring, Helpful


	
	
	
	


	Conflict:
	Denny Thurman was jealous of the life his brother Winston had.  He wanted to show his brother he had a son and hoped for his acceptance.  Unfortunately, Denny had a criminal mind and couldn’t go about proving this in a way people would find acceptable. 


	Conflict Resolution:
	Bonnie is able to stand up to Denny and with the help of her brother they face their fears and triumph.   


	Genre:
	Children’s Fiction  / Adventure


	You’ll love these:
	Same genre / interest level:
	The Cabin on Trouble Creek
The Boy Who Saved Baseball


	
	By same author:
	Spy Cat 
Searching for Candlestick Park


	Interest level / reading level:
	From www.perma-bound.com:
	Reading Level – 4.7   Interest Level – 5-9

	
	
	


	Read-aloud pages/passage:
	Chapter and page #:
	Description of action:

	
	Chapter 2 / page 9
Chapter 5 / 32
Chapter 20 / page 184-185

	Bonnie is telling Nancy about her recurring dream and her feeling that something bad is about to happen.
Denny Thurman describes his anger (jealousy) towards his brother.  Denny talks about why he wants to take Matt to meet his brother’s family.
Bonnie stands up to Denny and challenges his plan.  She then wonders if she pushed Denny to far and put Matt and herself in even more danger.


	
	
	

	
	
	


	Setting:
	Modern Day / Seattle, Washington 


	Summary:
	Matt, a six-year-old kindergarten student, goes to the bathroom and vanishes.  The police are called and the tracking dog follows Matt’s scent out the side door of the school to the street.  Denny Thurman, Matt’s estranged father, kidnaps him so that he can prove to his brother that he is capable of having a family.  Matt’s older sister Bonnie sees Matt at a ball game and recognizes him even with the disguise.  Denny sees Bonnie and takes her hostage as well.  The story has a climactic ending on a Washington State ferry boat, where Matt’s “zinger” saves Bonnie and allows Denny to be captured.


	Point of View:
	The story is told by the author.  Third Person


	Theme:
	Family / Suspense / Adventure

	Across the Curriculum Connections:

	Subject:
	Suggested Activities:
	Resources:


	
Social Studies
Science
	Students could study the history of Seattle, Washington and use the landmarks discussed in the book as reference points.
Students could study the microchip technology that Pookie had and maybe visit an animal shelter or have a guest speaker in to discuss how the technology works.


	http://travel.yahoo.com/p-travelguide-191502031-seattle_vacations-i
http://www.cityofseattle.net/html/visitor/

http://www.chron.com/content/chronicle/features/97/11/02/chip.html
http://www.wsava.org/MicrochipID.htm


	
	
	

	Math
	Students could research the number of spectators that could have been in attendance at the ball game where Bonnie spotted Matt.  Students could then use those numbers to determine the odds of that sighting occurring.  Since there is a description of where both were sitting then a portion of the stadium seating could also be used.
	http://www.ballparks.com/baseball/american/seabpk.htm


	Activities:

Stranger Danger
	Group Size

4
	Description:

Students could contact local law enforcement agencies and organize classroom speakers or a school wide program for education about student safety.
This program could be implemented at the elementary or middle school level.

Students could make posters about student safety and give presentations along with those of the local law enforcement personnel.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Discussion Questions:
	Question
	Question Type

	Pre-Reading:
	What have you been told about “stranger danger?”
What does foreshadowing mean?

Have you ever helped someone out in an emergency situation?
	

	Post-reading:
	What life lessons had Anita Sholter taught her children?
What message was the author sending with all the people that could have helped Bonnie and Matt but didn’t?


	Analyzing
Analyzing

	First 1/3 of book:
	Did Matt do anything wrong that aided his abduction?
Why does Denny abduct his son Matt?
What evidence of foreshadowing did you find?

	Cause / Effect
Understanding / Comprehension

Analyzing

	Second 1/3 of book:
	Who finds Pookie and where is the dog taken?
What did Denny tell Matt about his mom and sister?
What argument did Bonnie regret having with Matt a week before he was kidnapped?
	Understanding / Comprehension
Understanding / Comprehension

Understanding / Comprehension

	
	
	

	             Last 1/3 of book:
	Why was Matt afraid that Denny would not take him to the ball game?

Why don’t the ladies in the bathroom at the restaurant believe Bonnie?

What effect did Bonnie’s verbal challenge have on Denny?


	Understanding / Comprehension
Understanding / Comprehension

Cause / Effect


	Language (spelling/vocabulary):
	Term
	Definition


	
	Microchip
Microfiche
Premonition

Amber Alert

Noncustodial

Slathered

Surreal


	  
An integrated circuit

A sheet of microfilm containing reduced sized pictures (microimages).

A notice or warning of an upcoming event.
A warning system to notify people when a child is in danger

The parent that does not have legal custody of a child.

To spread thickly or lavishly.

Dream-like.  Reality that seems as though it were a dream.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Indiana Standards met by novel content:
	

	English/Language Arts:
	6.1.4, 6.2.3, 6.2.4, 6.2.5, 6.3.1, 6.3.2, 6.3.3, 6.3.4, 6.3.5, 6.3.6, 6.3.7, 6.3.8, 7.2.4, 7.2.6, 7.3.3, 7.3.4, 7.3.5, 8.3.2, 8.3.4, 8.3.5, 8.6.1, 8.6.5, 8.6.6, 8.6.7


	Math:
	6.1.4, 6.6.5, 7.2.4, 8.2.4

	Science:
	6.5.6, 7.1.5, 7.1.7, 8.1.3, 8.4.1, 8.4.2

	Social Studies:
	6.3.1, 6.3.2, 8.3.1, 8.3.2
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