Novel Resource for Novel Resource Template.doc
by:  Stacy Taylor

	Title:
	The Teacher’s Funeral – A Comedy in Three Parts

	Author:
	Richard Peck

	Publisher:
	Puffin Books

	Copyright Date:
	2004


	About the Author:

(Interesting facts, etc)
	Mr. Peck has had a life-long love for cars.  He was a junior high school teacher before becoming a writer.  He served as a temporary lecturer for around the world cruises as well.  He dislikes technology and still types manuscripts on a regular typewriter.  He has covered a wide range of genres including: horror, mystery, the occult, history, and realism.

	Web Address:
	http://richardpeck.smartwriters.com


	E-Mail:

Mailing Address:
	http://richardpeck.smartwriters.com   YAWebmistress@aol.com
c/o Penguin Putnam, Inc.  345 Hudson Street  New York, NY 10014
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	Connection to the Book:
	Mr. Peck dedicated this book to both of his parents.  His mother entered first grade in a one-room schoolhouse in 1912.  This book mostly takes place in a one-room schoolhouse.  His father was introduced to his mother’s family in a similar way as one of the scenes in the book.  His father was a former city boy who returned to the country to impress his future in-laws on butchering day (just like Eugene Hammond did in the novel to impress Tansy’s family).  

	Other books by this author:
	Are You in the House Alone?, Long Way from Chicago, A Year Down Under, Father Figure, Don’t Look and It Won’t Hurt, The Ghost Belonged to Me, Ghosts I Have Been


	Annotation:
	    In the book A Teacher’s Funeral – A Comedy in Three Parts by Richard Peck, a 15-year old boy’s dream has just come true.  It is the year 1904 in Parke County, Indiana.  Russell Culver has just heard that his mean schoolteacher has just died, right before the school year was to begin.  He hopes the school board will just close down the school, since there is no teacher to take her place.  To the dismay of Russell and his schoolmates, a new teacher is found.  They know that they are in trouble when Russell’s older sister Tansy, takes the pointer out of the dead teacher’s hands at the funeral.  Tansy is hired shortly thereafter as the new teacher. 

      This is just the beginning of Russell’s problems.  Tansy is especially hard on Russell and his little brother Lloyd at home and at school.  Russell gets back at “Miss Tansy” by trying to sabotage her first day of school.  Other pranks continue to happen at school later, which will make the reader laugh out loud.  Most students have at least daydreamed about being mischievious at school and can relate.  Richard Peck does an outstanding  job of visualizing each scene.  Readers will enjoy learning about how school and Indiana life was different over 100 years ago.  They will be surprised at how student feelings about their teachers have not changed.

	
	


	Booktalk:
	     Have you ever wished that school would just “go away” and summer would go on forever?  In the story, A Teacher’s Funeral – A Comedy in Three Parts this almost happens for one school.  In this fictional book by Richard Peck, the schoolteacher Miss Myrt “hauls off and dies” right before school starts. This is what 15-year old Russell thought when he heard the news.  “If your teacher has to die, August isn’t a bad time of year for it.  You know August.  The corn is earring.  The tomatoes are ripening on the vine.  The clover’s in full bloom.  There’s a little less evening now, and that’s a warning.  You want to live every day twice over because you’ll be back in the jailhouse of school before the end of the month.” One of the students, Russell Culver hopes that the school will close since there is not another teacher to take her place.  Unfortunately, for him his big sister, Tansy gets the job and makes his life miserable.  This is a humorous story about country life in 1904 in Parke county, Indiana.  The reader will enjoy learning how school, everyday life, and technology has changed drastically over the last 100 years.  However, some things stay the same like students playing pranks and trying to escape school when summer is over.  If you like funny school stories and children getting into trouble, then you will like A Teacher’s Funeral – A Comedy in Three Parts.


	Characters:
	Name & Age:
	Relationship to other characters:
	Personality traits:

	
	Russell Culver, 15
	Narrator
	Plays pranks, wants to run away to the Dakotas to work as a harvester, thought school was a “jailhouse”

	
	Lloyd Culver, 10
	Russell’s little brother
	Looks up to Russell, tags along with Russell’s pranks, mother died giving birth to Lloyd

	
	Tansy Culver, teenager
	Russell’s older sister, new schoolteacher
	Head-strong, stubborn, hard worker, takes care of Culver family with help of an aunt

	
	Mr. Culver
	Father of the Culver children
	Soft-spoken, loves his children, widower,

helps children play tricks on each other at times (acts innocently about it)

	
	Miss Myrt Arbuckle, “maybe 40”
	Dead schoolteacher
	According to Russell, she was hard of hearing, mean, liked to “whup” children except for her arthritis got in the way, she was very old, “maybe forty” when she died

	
	Glenn Tarbox, 18?
	Older student at Hominy Ridge School
	Attended school even though mother didn’t approve, lived on his own so he could go to school, not very smart, had a crush on Tansy

	
	Charlie Parr, teenager
	Russell’s best friend, older than Russell
	Son of Methodist preacher, walked with a limp because of Miss Myrt’s “whuppings”,

had a crush on Tansy, played pranks with Russell




	Conflict:
	Russell must deal with a new schoolteacher after his old one dies. He must deal with the new schoolteacher at school and at home because she is his older sister, Tansy.


	Conflict Resolution:
	Russell and his classmates torment Tansy at school, so she will quit.  She continues to teach and they come to respect her and actually learn.


	Genre:
	Fiction (Historical)


	You’ll love these:
	Same genre / interest level:
	Farmer Boy by Laura Ingalls Wilder

Those Happy Golden Years by Laura Ingalls Wilder

	
	By same author:
	Here Lies the Librarian, A Year Down Yonder, Long Way from Chicago

	
	
	


	Interest level / reading level:
	From www.perma-bound.com:
	Interest level 5-9

Reading level 4.7

	
	From Bound to Stay Bound Catalog:
	


	Read-aloud pages/passage:
	Chapter and page #:
	Description of action:

	
	Chapter 1

Page 3
	Russell discusses his feelings about Miss Myrt Arbuckle’s death

	
	Chapter 5

Page 45
	Tansy takes the pointer from Miss Myrt’s hands ( in the casket at her funeral).

	
	Chapter 7

Page 65
	This describes the poor condition of the schoolhouse on the first day of school.


	Setting:
	The story takes place in Parke County, Indiana in 1904.


	Summary:
	Russell hopes that his one-room schoolhouse will be shut down after the death of his teacher right before the school year is to begin. Unfortunately, his big sister is hired as the teacher and makes his life miserable.


	Point of View:
	The story is told from the point of view of Russell Culver.  He is a 15-year old boy who is experiencing Indiana life in 1904, including school, technology changes of the time, and growing up.


	Theme:
	There are several themes in this novel.  They are education, teachers, country life in Indiana, Indiana history, and humor.


	Across the Curriculum Connections:

	Subject:
	Suggested Activities:
	Resources:

	One-Room

Schoolhouse
	Look at pictures of one-room schoolhouses, describing the interior and exterior, responsibilities of teachers,

traveling to school, lessons
	http://www.edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=319


	Early 20th Century Schools
	See old films of children exercising at school, learn popular children’s songs, take a quiz about lifestyles of different economic groups
	http://www.emints.org/ethemes/resources/S00000191.shtml


	Early Automobiles
	Look at pictures of cars from turn of the 20th century, history of transportation
	http://www.emints.org/ethemes/resources/S00000306.shtml



	Activities:
	Group Size
	Description:

	Oral Reading
	Whole group
	Read exerpts from These Happy Golden Years by Laura Ingalls Wilder and compare Tansy’s teaching experience with that of Laura (who was 15 years old).

	Friendly Letter
	Individuals
	Students pick a character in the book and write a letter to them about their experiences in the novel.

	Venn Diagram
	Whole group
	As the story is read, complete a Venn Diagram of the past (in the story) and the present.  This can be done on the overhead, chart paper, or each student can keep their own as they read.  This could be done chapter by chapter.

	Mock Lesson
	Whole group
	Either the teacher or one of the students could recreate a lesson that might have been taught in a one-room schoolhouse.  Students could pretend to be in different grades.


	Discussion Questions:
	Question
	Type of Question

	Chapter 1
	Why was Russell glad that Miss Myrt died?
	knowledge

	Chapter 2
	Why did Russell want to go to the Dakotas?
	knowledge

	Chapter 3
	Describe one of the pranks that happened on the fishing trip.
	comprehension

	Chapter 4
	Why did the Culver family think it was strange to take a bath on a Thursday?
	comprehension

	Chapter 5
	What was Preacher Parr’s opinion about the cause of Miss Myrt’s death?
	comprehension

	Chapter 6
	Why was the Culver family surprised to see an automobile?
	knowledge

	Chapter 7
	Describe what the schoolhouse looked like before the first day of school.
	comprehension

	Chapter 8
	How did Tansy convince Little Britches to stay at school on the first day?
	knowledge

	Chapter 9
	How did the Culver family get into the newspaper?
	knowledge

	Chapter 10
	What were some of the reasons why people never visited the Tarbox family?
	comprehension

	Chapter 11
	Why did Eugene Hammond send presents to the Hominy Ridge school?
	application

	Chapter 12
	Predict what will happen to Russell on Saturday night?
	comprehension

	Chapter 13
	Explain why Charlie and Glen got into a fight during the baseball game?
	analysis

	Chapter 14
	What is a “suitor”?  Who was Tansy’s suitor?  What kind of things did he do for Tansy?
	knowledge

	Chapter 15
	Glen was in a hurry to clean up the schoolhouse.  Describe what he used to clean it and what happened?
	comprehension

	Chapter 16
	Why did the gentlemen visit the schoolhouse?
	knowledge

	Chapter 17
	Explain Tansy’s real reason for wanting to become a teacher?
	analysis


	Language (spelling/vocabulary):
	Term
	Definition

	Page 8
	trough
	A long, shallow often v-shaped receptacle for the drinking water or feed of domestic animals

	Page 12
	threshing
	To separate seed from (a harvested plant) mechanically

	Page 17
	pickled
	To treat, preserve, or clean in or with a pickle

	Page 22
	cadaver
	A dead body: one intended for dissection

	Page 22
	crick
	creek

	Page 31
	knothole
	A hole in a board or tree trunk where a knot or branch has come out

	Page 64
	privy
	outhouse

	Page 66
	rostrum
	Raised platform on a stage

	Page 82
	Orthography
	spelling


	Indiana Standards met by novel content:
	

	English/Language Arts:
	4.1.1   Read aloud grade-level appropriate narrative text (stories) and expository text (information) with fluency and accuracy and with appropriate timing, changes in voice, and expression.

4.2.2 Use appropriate strategies when reading for different reasons.  Ex. Taking notes

4.2.3 Make and confirm predictions about text using prior knowledge presented in the text itself…

4.3.2 Identify the main events of the plot, including their causes and the effects of each event on future actions, and the major them from the story action.

4.3.3 Use knowledge of the situation, setting, and a character’s traits, motivations, and feelings to determine the causes for that character’s actions.

4.3.4 Describe figurative language, such as similes, metaphors, hyperbole, or personification, and identify its use in literary works.

4.4.4 Use common organizational structures for providing information in writing, such as chronological order, cause and effect, or similarity and difference, and posing and answering a question.

4.5.2 Write responses to literature that:  demonstrate an understanding of a literary work and support judgments through references to both the text and prior knowledge.

4.7.1 Ask thoughtful questions and respond orally to relevant questions with appropriate elaboration.

4.7.2 Summarize major ideas and supporting evidence presented in spoken presentations.

4.7.3 Identify how language usage (sayings and expressions) reflects regions and cultures.

4.7.11 Make narrative (story) presentations that:  provide insight into why the selected event or experience should be of interest to the audience.

4.7.12 Deliver oral summaries of articles and books that contain the main ideas of  the event or article and most significant details.



	Math:
	4.7.1 Analyze problems by identifying relationships, telling relevant from irrelevant information, sequencing and prioritizing information and observing patterns.

	Science:
	4.4.7 Describe that human beings have made tools and machines , such as x-rays, microscopes, and computers, to sense and do things that they could not otherwise sense or do at all, or as quickly, or as well.

	Social Studies:
	4.1.9 Give examples of Indiana’s increasing agricultural, industrial, and business development in the nineteenth century.  
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