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Richard Peck began his career as a teacher in Illinois.  He claims that his students taught him to write, even though he had been hired to teach them.  He learned that he had to reach the kid in the back row, who no one tended to notice.  He also learned that kids have real problems, and he wanted to write about them in his books.  He believes that many students are not given or aware of their freedom of speech, usually because of their peers.  He believes in the power of independence and independent thinking, and that you must stand up for yourself.  Mr. Peck gets his story ideas from the people he interacts with on his sixty thousand mile journeys each year.  He never writes a story until he is forced into one through someone he has met.  He strives to make his characters so vivid, that they seem to be the person next door.  The Teacher’s Funeral is another of Peck’s down-home novels about the life of the farms kids in the early 1900’s.  He always puts an old person in each of his novels and this is no exception.  The book is dedicated to his mother, who attended a one-room schoolhouse, and his father, after whom Eugene Hammond is loosely based, who was introduced on butchering day, and won her hand.  

	I read because one life isn't enough, and in the page of a book I can be anybody;

I read because the words that build the story become mine, to build my life;

I read not for happy endings but for new beginnings; I'm just beginning myself, and I wouldn't mind a map;

I read because I have friends who don't, and young though they are, they're beginning to run out of material;

I read because every journey begins at the library, and it's time for me to start packing;

I read because one of these days I'm going to get out of this town, and I'm going to go everywhere and meet everybody, and I want to be ready.

--Richard Peck


 Tall Mania  www.tallmania.com 

Other books: A Year Down Yonder, A Long Way from Chicago, Here Lies the Librarian, Strays Like Us, The River Between Us, Those Summer Girls I Never Met

Annotation:

You’ll love the quick-witted humor of Richard Peck in this hilarious tale of hijinks and accidental mayhem.  Russell, Lloyd, and Charlie are intent of savoring the last few days of summer when they receive word that the schoolteacher, Miss Myrt, has died.  Russell sees this as his perfect opportunity to take off to the Dakotas to work on his own.  Just when he thinks he is in the clear, and the one-room schoolhouse will be closed for good, the most unexpected person steps in to save the day, and the school.


Try as he might, and even when he isn’t., Russell strings together a wallop of a series of events that threaten to do the school in for good.  Whether it’s a brush fire, a silenced bell, an explosion, or Aunt Franny stuck in the ditch, the teacher is sure Russell is behind her potential demise.  


Peck does a fantastic job bringing to life a time that most of his audience knows little about.  Thought some of his local colloquialisms are quite accurate and comedically appropriate, students will need some assistance in deciphering this language, brought to them straight from another time.  I loved that colorful language and Peck’s rich descriptions of events so vivid they are still stuck in my mind.

Book talk: 

“If your teacher has to die, August isn’t a bad time for it.”  You won’t want to miss this wacky take that includes funerals, snakes, ghosts, fires, explosions and more than a little mischief.  Follow the school-day trials and adventures of a time passed with Russell, Lloyd, Charlie, Flopears, Little Britches and the rest of the gang.  When the old teacher, Miss Myrt, dies just before school begin, Russell has a plan to disband the school, so he and his friend, Charlie, can head off for the Dakotas in search of fame and fortune.  Their plan seems to be constantly sidetracked by chores, their families, and , of course, school.  You’ll love this story that’s “crazier than a polecat”, about a few someones who turn out to have “chalk dust in their veins.”

Characters:

Russell- 15 year old boy who wants the school closed to he can go to the Dakotas to join the wheat threshing crews and make his fortune- brother to Lloyd, Tansy; impulsive, self-centered, doesn’t realize his own family responsibilities

Charlie- friend of Russell’s who is planning to go to the Dakota’s with him; a bit more mature

Lloyd- Russell’s little brother, easy-going, looks up to Russell

Little Britches- 6-year old prodigy who is the cute, cut-up of the school

Glenn- the last member of the school, Tansy goes to his house and tracks him down; soft-spoken, older, hard-working, crush on Tansy

Tansy- woman of her family, mother dead, sister to Lloyd and Russell

Aunt Maud- sister of the kids, lives with the family since the mother’s death

Dad-Father of Lloyd, Russell and Tansy; very intuitive, insightful, loves his children

Mr. Eugene Hammond- city-suitor of Tansy’s, involved in racing automobiles in Terre Haute 

Conflict: Russell is bent on moving to the Dakotas, and finishing his education, before passing his 8th grade exams.  The school teacher dies, but no one knows if the school will make it with their new teacher untrained, and possibly under qualified.  

Conflict Resolution:  Tansy passes her exams, finishes school, and leads Lloyd and Russell to high school, having passed their exams.  She knows the importance of education, and makes sure they do too.

Genre: historical fiction, humor

If You like The Teacher’s Funeral, you’ll love:

Al Copone Does My Shirts, Gennifer Coldenko

A Sea of Trolls, Nancy Farmer

A Year Down Yonder, Richard Peck

A Long Way from Chicago, Richard Peck

Here Lies the Librarian, Richard Peck 

Ida B. and Her Plans to Maximize Fun, Avoid Disaster, and (Possibly) Save the World,  Katherine Hannigan

Lizzie Bright and the Buckminster Boy, Gary D. Schmidt
Interest level: 4-9

Reading level: 4.7

Read Aloud Passages:

“If your teacher has to die, August isn’t a bad time for it.” Chapter 1, p. 1

“You can hear farther in the dark.” Chapter 3, p. 17

“If there’s one thing you can’t see at 15, it’s the future.”  Chapter 14, p. 150

“Miss Myrtt was not one of us.  She served here only twenty-two years, a foreigner in our midst, as she came from up around Crawfordsville.  She was an old main and a teacher, so you couldn’t call her a full member of the community.  But we done the best by her we could.”  Chapter 5, p. 37

“Adder in the desk drawer, Aunt Fanny in the ditch; Life here at Hominy Ridge surely is a –“ Chapter 14, p. 152

“There aren’t a lot of perfect moments in life.  This was one.”  Chapter 3, p. 15

Setting: Rural Indiana, turn of the twentieth century

Summary:

The school year rambles on with its eight pupils, while they all try to adjust to the teaching style of their new teacher and end up learning a lot about spelling, geography, and themselves.  The culmination of all their efforts is when Tansy finally earns her license to teach them all.  

Point of View: Third person

Theme: “The Teacher’s Funeral” is when the story begins- when the older schoolhouse teacher dies; educational importance, new technology, changing America

Across the Curriculum:

History Standards: 4.1.6, 4.1.9, 4.1.11, 4.1.13, 4.1.14, 4.1.15, 4.5.5, 4.5.6 
· Research the automobile industry in the state of Indiana and do a presentation on your findings. 

Some resources for the report- The Stutz Indianapolis http://www.thestutz.com/History.aspx Read about the history of the Stutz car factory in the early 1900s.  What was the factory famous for?

 ". . . Every Hoosier is Justly Proud" Indiana Historical Bureau www.statelib.lib.in.us/www/ihb/publications/7017bib.html - Students can read an overall history of automobiles in Indiana, their types, and people responsible for their presence here.  

Manuscript Section, Indiana Division
 Indiana State Library  
 www.statelib.lib.in.us/www/isl/indiana/manuscripts/find_aid/Web%20finding%20aids%20by%20letter/a/sp2.html - Students will find a timeline of automobiles in Indiana in the early 1900s and can choose a plant or type of car for further research.

· Students research and make a timeline with the famous inventions of the 20th century in Indiana.  
· Some resources for info. – 
· Indiana Historical Society http://www.indianahistory.org  
· Center for Northern Indiana History http://www.centerforhistory.org/indiana_history_maincontents.html
· Indiana Local History http://home.att.net/~Local_History/IN_History.htm 

· Inspire Indiana History http://www.inspire.net/indhist.html - a list of links to other resources for Indiana History

Activities:

· Before each chapter, make a prediction as to the meaning of each chapter title, and then check your prediction at the end of the chapter.  Write what the chapter title really meant.  Individual/whole group.
· From a list of the quoted sayings from the chapters, use context clues to predict what each of these sayings mean.  Check your predictions throughout the book with other sources, try to find their original meanings, and why they were used.  Small group.
· After p. 52 (Chapter 6); The Culver family has a mishap with their wagon and the automobile.  Write a newspaper article describing the incident.  Whole group.
· Compare/contrast the old schoolhouse and our school.  You can use a Venn diagram, graphic organizer, paragraph, etc.  It must include an illustration of some kind; drawing, computer generated rendering, clip art, collage, etc.  What things might you have liked about their school?  Why?
· In Chapter 10, the Sweet Singer writes a fairly negative poem about the automobile.  Rewrite the poem to show your views on the automobile. Individual.
· Write a poem about what you love about your life, town, family, etc.  Individual.
· Write a summary about your life in twenty years, as told by you at age 32.  Where do you live?  Are you married?  Where did you go to school?  What is your job?  Where are you family members and what are they doing now?  Add any interesting information about you the class would enjoy.  Individual
· Sketch a scene: fire, stove cleaning accident, Aunt Maud in the ditch, Aunt Fanny is the ditch, etc. Small group
Discussion Questions/Language:

Chapter 1- southpaw, nigh, larruped, liable, walloping, threshing machine, implements

Chapter 2- converged, 

“red-letter day”, “my heart was in my mouth”, “put a lid on it”, “countrified”, “rawboned”, “dawn of creation”, “fixing” 

· What is Russell’s goal? 

· Is this a different community than yours?  How do you know?  

· Does it seem rural or urban?

· Why are the boys working so hard?

Chapter 3- party-line phone, reluctant, cadavers, solace

“doings”, “on the horns of a dilemma”, “as old as the hills”, “as dead as mutton”, “kicked the bucket”, “deader than a doornail”, “she’s cut her last switch”, “grunting like a bullbat”

· Describe a perfect moment you have had or would like to have.

· p. 17-18 What tall tale does Russell tell Lloyd? Write the detail that is most vivid to you.  

· What effect does it have on Lloyd? p, 20

· How do the boys react when they are told the news about Miss Myrt?  Use quotes to help your answer.

· Describe the joke Charlie plays of Russell? p. 26-28

· Tell about a time when you played or wanted to play a joke on a friend.

Chapter 4- 

p. 30 “When a girl mixes into things, even Tansy, you don’t know who your pals are, and that’s the truth.”   What do you think of this quote?  Is it true?

· How do you think Tansy feels about Miss Myrt?  Why?

Chapter 5- eulogy, omen

“fever pitch”, “ here to the hereafter”, “ on the milk train”, “punched her ticket”, “ a mess of bad puppies”

· Describe how the characters’ daily loves are different than ours.  Eating, work, family, leisure time, etc. 

· pp. 37-44- Tell what you think about Preacher Parr’s eulogy for Miss Myrt.

· What do you think it could mean when Tansy takes the pointer from Miss Myrt’s hand in her coffin?

· p. 44- What do you think about Aunt Maud’s prophecy?

Chapter 6- mishap, foundered

“ dumber than stumps”, “went Ashen” 

· Why is Dad Culver so surprised by Eugene Hammond’s comments? p. 51

· What do you think the author is predicting for us on p. 53?  

Chapter 7- tarry, toe head, orthography

“locust drone”, “fullness of time”, “rested every whipstitch”, “skill lived in his hands”

Chapter 8- perdition, rostrum, cacophony, privy

“trough of knowledge”

Chapter 9- filch, derision, restitution, go-getter

“up a gum stump”, 

· “An airship colliding with a church spire” p. 94- this is what the writer of the article describes as what might be the next thing for the future.  What other technology might have frightened someone 100 years ago?  Why?

· p. 97- “Horses know what we don’t.”  Are there times when you feel like animals may know things that people don’t pay attention to?

Chapter 10- shifty

“skin me for a polecat”

· Russell really wants the school to be shut down.  What do some of the other kids think?  How do you know?  

Chapter 11- agog, menagerie

· What does the Sweet Singer think of the automobile? Quote the poem in your answer. p. 113

· Describe how Glen caught his frogs?  p. 115, par.3 

· Who do you think sent the packages to the school?  Why? p. 116

Chapter 12- 

“hotter than hinges”, “ mad as a hornet”, “spitting like a bobcat on a chain”, “the end of our rope”, “skin a louse for its hide and tackle”, “the last straw”

· What two things has someone done to the schoolhouse? Who do you think is doing them?  What would their motivation be? p. 133

· What are some things that could stop Russell and Charlie from leaving? p. 135

Chapter 13- mulligan

· Why are Charlie and Glen fighting?  What does this have to do with the Dakotas?  p. 140-141

· Have you ever thought your parents could read your mind? When and why? 

Chapter 14- elocution

“threw a shoe”

· Why do you think Russell doesn’t want Tansy to marry Eugene Hammond?  p. 160

Chapter 15

· Have you ever let someone who “wasn’t going anywhere” get in the way of your goals? p. 168, par 3

Chapter 16

· The author says that Tansy had “chalk dust in her veins”.  What’s in your veins? 

· The author talks about two miracles and a mercy- what do you think they were? p. 184

· Did the other student realize the hidden talent Flopears had?  Are there times we don’t recognize non-academic talents?  Do you have some hidden talents we don’t cover in school?  Tell about them.

Indiana Standards: 
Social Studies: 4.1.6, 4.1.9, 4.1.11, 4.1.13, 4.1.14, 4.1.15, 4.5.5, 4.5.6, 
Language Arts: 4.2.2, 4.2.3, 4.2.4, 4.2.6, 4.3.1, 4.3.2, 4.3.3, 4.3.4, 5.2.2, 5.2.3, 5.2.4, 5.2.5, 5.3.1, 5.3.2, 5.3.3, 5.3.4, 5.3.5, 5.3.6, 5.3.7, 6.1.4, 6.2.3, 6.2.3, 6.2.4, 6.2.5, 6.3.1, 6.3.2, 6.3.3, 6.3.4, 6.3.5, 6.3.6, 6.3.7, 6.3.8

