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	Connection to the Book:
	Richard writes from the perspective of a “kid in the back row.” He wants to bring reading to life and make kids want to read. The Teacher’s Funeral is just that, one where students do not want to attend school, but end up making something of themselves. 

	Other books by this author:
	A Long Way From Chicago, A Year Down Yonder, and Strays like Us


	Annotation:
	    It is hard to imagine a world where fifteen year olds want to go out and farm the land, or a world where there are one room schoolhouses, but that was the world for the Culver family. This novel starts out with a bang when Miss Myrt Arbuckle dies and Hominy Ridge is left teacher less. The school board chooses a high school student to teach and the pranks begin, but will this class really learn? Find out be reading this wonderful and inspiring novel about family and role models!


	Book talk:
	    “If your teacher has to die, August isn’t a bad time of year for it.” How many people have wished their teacher would just up and die a week before school was supposed to start? Would you wish the school board would close down your school? How about, even worse, they made your older sister or brother your new teacher? Well that’s what is about to happen to Russell and Lloyd Culver and they don’t like it one bit! Therefore they are going to do some pretty mean things to try to run their older sister, Tansy, out, but she isn’t going anywhere. No matter what happens; snakes in her desk, no school bell, or the bathroom catching on fire, Tansy isn’t leaving, and worse than that she expects them to learn! Follow these two brothers on this crazy journey through the school year and see what happens to Tansy as she not only has to deal with these two boys at home, but in school now as well. 


	Characters:
	Name & Age:
	Relationship to other characters:
	Personality traits:

	
	Russell Culver, 15
	Main character, oldest brother, middle sibling, always dreaming about going off to the Dakotas
	Tricky, Inspired

	
	Lloyd Culver, 10
	Little Brother of Russell, a follower, wants to be just like his older brother, youngest sibling
	Follower, Gullible

	
	Tansy Culver, 17
	Oldest sibling, wants desperately to become a teacher, very mature
	Bossy, Mature, hard worker


	Conflict:
	Miss Myrt Arbuckle, the teacher, dies at the beginning of this book, causing everyone to wonder who will teach this year. When Tansy Culver gets picked she has to prepare the class so she can pass an inspection by the superintendent.


	Conflict Resolution:
	Although the superintendent picks two of the worst students to quiz, they shine through and the school board allows Tansy to keep teaching. 


	Genre:
	Family Stories, Friendship, Historical Fiction, School Stories


	You’ll love these:
	Same genre / interest level:
	Little House on the Prairie Books, Shiloh series

	
	By same author:
	Fair Weather, Father Figure


	Interest level / reading level:
	From www.perma-bound.com:
	4.7/5-9

	
	
	


	Read-aloud pages/passage:
	Chapter and page #:
	Description of action:

	
	Ch. 1 Page 3
	“If your teacher has to die, August isn’t a bad time of year for it.” This is a wonderful attention grabbing line; it makes the reader want to keep reading to see how the teacher died, and what is going to happen to school.

	
	Ch. 16, Page 173
	“We were looking good now, like an actual schoolroom. And I knew at last where I stood. She could believe me or believe me no, but what I wanted most in the world was to see Tansy succeed. Why she hankered to be a teacher, I couldn’t tell you. But she had chalk dust in her veins, and she deserved to get that certificate.” This quote really takes the reader by surprise, for so long Russell and the others had wanted Tansy to fail and now with all of her hard work they want her to succeed, what a good feeling!

	
	Ch. 17, Page 187
	“I’ll tell you why, Russell Culver, because it’s high time you set some kind of example for Lloyd. It’s high time you stopped being little brother to me and big brother to him.” This novel is definitely centered on family and this quote drives the point home about role models in the family. 


	Setting:
	 Parke County, Sycamore Township, Indiana, 1904


	Summary:
	   Back in the day of one room school houses and big farm dreams lived Russell Culver in Parke County Indiana. Russell and his kid brother Lloyd’s summer was great working the farm and camping out when they received what they thought was great news from Charlie Parr- Miss Myrt Arbuckle, their school teacher, had died.
    With hopes of no school and going to the Dakotas someday things were looking up for Russell Culver until his older sister Tansy, 17, decided to become their teacher. Tansy went to the high school and was serious about making Hominy Ridge a good school. Russell and Lloyd played quite a few tricks on Tansy, like tying up the school bell and setting the boy’s bathroom on fire, but Tansy always prevailed.

     In the meantime, Tansy was also being courted by Charlie Parr, Glenn Tarbox, and Mr. Eugene Hammond, who had himself an automobile. Tansy knew that for her to become certified she would have to perform in front of the Parke County superintendent. That day finally came and the students did great. Even “little britches” Beulah, who was only 6, knew her spelling words and her multiplication tables. Tansy ended up getting certified and making Russell go to high school and then off to Purdue to be a better role model for Lloyd.

     Tansy ended up marrying Glenn Tarbox. Lloyd, Lester and Flopears all married Indianapolis women and finally Russell married “little britches” Beulah Bradley. 


	Point of View:
	First person… told by Russell Culver


	Theme:
	School history, farming, responsibility, family 


	Across the Curriculum Connections:

	Subject:
	Suggested Activities:
	Resources:

	Social Studies
	Learn the capitals of all states and where different states are located, place them on a blank map and then have students plan a “driving vacation” staying at different cities they learned about.
	Social studies books, maps, globes

	Language Arts
	Do a study of Indiana poets and compare and contrast their poetry and how it shows some history of Indiana
	Library, poetry books

	Math
	Memorize multiplication tables and repeat them in front of a group of people
	Math books, multiplication charts


	Activities:
	Group Size
	Description:

	Play Pioneer Games, then write about the differences in today’s games and back then…what has stayed the same just a different variation.
	Class
	Objective: 

Students will be introduced to games that date back to pioneer children and will improve certain skills. 

Materials: 

Small stones, wooden bowls, plum pits, twigs (12 for each child), markers. Various game equipment. 

Activity: 

Game #1 

1. Student stands behind a line. 

2. Each student hops, landing on one foot, balances, and then takes a big step forward with the other foot. 

3. Then the student brings up the back foot and jumps with both feet together. 

4. Mark landing spot with a marker for identification. 

*These games were taken from a pioneer workshop by Judy Cole and Mary Minturn. 

Game #2 

1. Students need 6 plum pits, small wooden bowl. Make a line on one side of each pit with marker. Place pits in bowl. 

2. Students take turns, lightly tossing the pits, catching them again in bowl. 

3. Count the number of pits with the line up. This is your score. 

4. Each student keeps track of his score with twigs. 

Variations and Extensions: 

1. Through discussion, compare some of the time-tested games that have never grown old: Tag, jump rope and rhymes, ball games, marbles, Cat's Cradle, blowing bubbles. 

SOURCES AND RESOURCES: 
Books: 

Brock, Ray; Go Fly A Kite, Freeport, Maine: Bookstore Press 1976. 

Strobell, Adah Parker; Like It Was: Bicentennial Games 'n Fun Handbook, Washington, DC: Acropolis Books 1975. 

2. In small groups, students will select items from a pile of materials (i.e. stones, sticks, spools, etc.) and invent a game. They will set up rules, play it with the other groups, and evaluate the results. 



	Newspaper Articles
	Individual
	Students will write a series of newspaper articles following the progress from Tansy first being hired to her getting certified, Students should write a total of 6 articles, writing about events that have happened in the classroom, the progress of students, interviews from students, and opinions of the editor about what the outcome will be.

	Sample Lesson Plans
	Work in pairs
	Imagine you have been hired as the new teacher at Hominy Ridge and you have to create lesson plans for a week of school. Remember you don’t have books for everyone, and you have to accommodate to all grades. Make sure you include reading, writing, math, and geography.

	Summary Poster
	Groups of 4 or 5
	Create a poster summarizing main characters, setting, plot, and important events that happened in the book. Make sure it is colored and labeled clearly.


	Discussion Questions:
	Question
	Type of Question

	Pre-Reading:
	What do you think this book is going to be about?
How does the author make you think by labeling this book a comedy compared with the title which has funeral in it?
	Prediction
analyzing

	Post-reading:
	What themes stand out to you in this book?
Why was it so important to Tansy that Russell goes to high school?
	Recall
extending

	First 1/3 of book:
	Russell had big dreams, what are your big dreams and how are they different than Russell’s because of the setting in which each lives?
Whose side do you think their father was on and why do you think that?
	Extending
understanding

	Second 1/3 of book:
	Do you think Tansy is going a good job as teacher, why or why not? Will she get certified?
Why didn’t Charlie want to go to the Dakotas with Russell?
	Predicting
Understanding/comprehension

	Last 1/3 of book:
	Who was the sweet singer of Sycamore Township, and why did she keep herself a secret?
Who is your role model and what have they inspired you to do?
	Understanding and analyzing
analyzing


	Language (spelling/vocabulary):
	Term
	Definition

	
	hitch
	To connect or attach, as to a vehicle: hitched the horses to the sleigh.

	
	Responsibility
	Able to be trusted or depended upon; reliable

	
	Astonishment
	 Great surprise or amazement. 

  A cause of amazement; a marvel

	
	Condemned
	: to impose a penalty on;

	
	Recitation
	 Oral delivery of prepared lessons by a pupil.

The act of reciting memorized materials in a public performance.


	Indiana Standards met by novel content:
	

	English/Language Arts:
	4.1.1, 4.2.1, 4.2.2, 4.2.3, 4.2.6, 4.3.2, 4.3.3, 4.4.1, 4.4.7, 5.1.1, 5.2.1, 5.2.2, 6.1.1, 6.2.1, 6.2.2

	Math:
	4.2.6, 4.7.1, 4.7.8, 5.2.6, 5.7.1, 5.7.8, 6.2.6

	Science:
	4.4.2, 4.4.7, 5.1.3, 5.2.3, 6.4.2, 6.1.3

	Social Studies:
	4.1.9. 4.1.11, 4.1.12. 5.2.10, 6.1.18, 6.1.19
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