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	About the Author- Wendelin Van Draanen

	Background and Interesting Facts
	Wendelin Van Draanen was born January 6 in Chicago, Illinois.  Growing up she was a tomboy who liked being outside.  She has memories of story time with her father and her brothers.  She didn’t realize that she wanted to be an author until she was an adult.  Her previous jobs were as a forklift driver, a coach, musician, and a high school computer science teacher.  She loves spicy Mexican food and chocolate.  

	Official Website
	http://www.randomhouse.com/kids/vandraanen/content/author.html 

and 

www.shredderman.com 
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	E-mail
	None listed
	

	Mailing Address
	None listed
	

	Author’s Connection to the Book
	Not given

	Other Books Written by the Author
	Shredderman series

Sammy Keys series

Flipped

Swear to Howdy

	Annotation

	Nolan Byrd has a secret identity.  He is Shredderman, a superhero who searches for truth and justice.  His latest assignment—to figure out who is spray painting or “tagging” dumb baby faces all over Cedar Valley.  But as he tries to crack the case, he is accused of being the tagger himself.  

This entertaining book will capture the interest of most students and teachers alike.  

	Booktalk

	Intro- Shredderman 2: Attack of the Tagger by Wendelin Van Draanen is a book about a 5th grade boy who doesn’t have any friends, but he does have a secret identity. 

Lead-in- Nolan is secretly a superhero named- Shredderman. His latest project is to figure out who is tagging, or spray painting dumb baby faces all over town.  

Hook- As he starts gathering evidence and posting it to his website, he soon finds out that people around town think he is the tagger.  Will he be able to clear his good name?  

Conclusion- To find out you will have to read- Attack of the Tagger by Wendelin Van Draanen. 

	Genre

	Mystery

	If You Like Attack of the Tagger, You’ll Love…

	Same Genre
	Say What?  By Margaret Peterson Haddix

	Same Author
	Secret Identity

Meet the Gecko

Enemy Spy

	Interest Level, Reading Level

	www.perma-bound.com 
	Reading Level-3.4                         Interest Level-2-5

Catalog #-269856

	Read-Aloud Passage/Pages

	Read Chapter 16- Busted!  This chapter is when Nolan’s parents think he is the Tagger, then they realize his secret identity. 

	Characters

	Name & Age
	Relationship to other Characters
	Personality Traits

	Nolan-11
	The main character. AKA Shredderman
	Nerd, good with computers, shy, lonely

	Dad
	Nolan’s dad
	Reporter for the local paper

	Mom
	Nolan’s mom
	Computer programmer, worrier

	Mr. Green
	Nolan’s favorite teacher and Shredderman’s sidekick
	Hippie, the outcast teacher

	Dr. Voss
	The school principal
	Proper, stern

	Ryan Voss-12
	The principal’s son and a sixth grader at the school
	The Tagger, thinks he is invincible

	Bubba Bixby-11
	A fifth grade student in Nolan’s class
	The school bully

	Setting

	This story takes place in a town called Cedar Valley.  The majority of the action takes place in Nolan’s house and at the Cedar Valley Elementary, but part of the story takes place at the Old Town Square and at the playground/park.  It is the middle of Nolan’s fifth grade school year.  

	Point of View

	The story is told in first person from Nolan’s point of view. 

	Conflict

	The main conflict in the story is that the town is being vandalized by someone who is spray painting all over walls, fences, and cars in the town.  The police are trying to figure out who is doing it, but they aren’t making any progress, so Shredderman takes over.  Then the vandal starts trying to frame Shredderman.  

	Conflict Resolution

	The conflict is solved when Nolan goes undercover, literally in a trash bag full of leaves, to catch the Tagger in action.  When he posts the video to the Shredderman website, the Tagger is exposed and the heat is off of Shredderman.  

	Summary

	Everyone thinks Nolan Byrd is a nerd, but his secret identity, Shredderman, is the coolest person at school.  Shredderman is an internet superhero.  He exposes wrong doing and bullies at Cedar Valley Elementary.  When someone start tagging cars and walls in Cedar Valley, Nolan decides that Shredderman needs to come to the rescue.  After being framed by the Tagger, he decides he has to take immediate action.  He catches the Tagger on video tape and posts it to his website.  His name is cleared, and his parents find out that he is Shredderman.  

	Theme

	Superheroes 

Identity
	Privacy

Graffiti
	School Bullies

Truth and Justice

	Across the Curriculum Connections

	Subject: 
	Suggested Activities:
	Resources: 

	Writing
	Have students write a report on an issue that is important to them and their school/community.  
	www.shredderman.com

	Computers
	Create a website- create a school-based student website for students. 
	www.shredderman.com

	Activities

	Create a superhero
	Ask students to draw/describe what they would look like if they were a superhero? What would they fight for?  Do they have special powers?  What are they? Be creative, don’t choose an existing superhero, but you can combine ideas from multiple superheroes.  

	Explore the Shredderman Website
	Students can go to the website and explore the things posted. Teachers could create a scavenger hunt for students to complete. 

	Discussion Questions

	Pre-Reading:
	1. Have you every wished you were a superhero?  When? Why? 

2. If you had a secret identity, would you tell your parents about it?  Your friends? Your teacher? Why or why not? 

	Post-Reading:
	1. Do you think Nolan should tell his classmates who the real Shredderman is?  Would he have more friends if he did? 

2. Shredderman has tackled school bullies and town vandals.  Predict what the next job for Shredderman will be.  

	First 1/3 of Book: 
	1. Could you imagine having a secret identity?  If you were a superhero, would you let a teacher be your sidekick?  Why or why not? 

2. Describe how Owen’s mom treats him.  Does she think she can leave him home alone? 

3. Explain what the Tagger has done at the school and at the Old Towne square.  What does Shredderman plan to do about it? 

	Second 1/3 of Book:
	1. What does Nolan do with the pictures he took of the boys at the Old Towne Square? 

2. How does the Tagger get back at Shredderman for the website? 

3. What doe Nolan’s parents think of the Shredderman website? 

	Last 1/3 of Book: 
	1. Why does Nolan sneak out of the house at night? 

2. What does Nolan do when he skips school? What does he find out?  How does he get away from being found by the principal? 

3. Why do Nolan’s parents think he is Shredderman? How does Nolan’s dad figure out who Shredderman really is? 

	Language- Spelling/Vocabulary

	Underestimate
	An estimate that is or proves to be too low.

	Hippie
	A person who opposes and rejects many of the conventional standards and customs of society

	Bouncer
	A person employed to expel disorderly persons from a public place, especially a bar.

	Annoyed
	To cause slight irritation to (another) by troublesome, often repeated acts. 

	Sentimental
	Affectedly or extravagantly emotional. 

	Scour
	To scrub

	Squeal
	To tell on someone

	Barricade
	Something put up to block people from entering an area

	Blackmailing
	To extort money from by exciting fears of injury other than bodily harm, as injury to reputation, distress of mind, etc

	Graffiti
	A drawing or inscription made on a wall or other surface, usually so as to be seen by the public

	Sonar
	A system using transmitted and reflected underwater sound waves to detect and locate submerged objects

	Invincible
	Incapable of being overcome or defeated; unconquerable.

	Villain
	Criminal or bad person

	Menace
	A possible danger; a threat

	Indiana State Standards

	Language Arts
	4.1.1 Read aloud grade-level-appropriate literary and informational texts with fluency and accuracy and with appropriate timing, changes in voice, and expression

4.2.3 Draw conclusions or make and confirm predictions about text by using prior knowledge and ideas presented in the text itself

4.3.2 Identify the main events of the plot, including their causes and the effects of each event on future actions, and the major theme from the story action.

4.4.3 Write informational pieces with multiple paragraphs 

4.4.6 Locate information in reference texts by using organizational features, such as prefaces and appendixes.

5.1.1 Read aloud grade-level-appropriate narrative text (stories) and expository text (information) fluently and accurately and with appropriate timing, changes in voice, and expression.

5.2.4 Draw inferences, conclusions, or generalizations about text and support them with textual evidence and prior knowledge.

5.3.2 Identify the main problem or conflict of the plot and explain how it is resolved.

5.4.3 Write informational pieces with multiple paragraphs

5.5.3 Write or deliver a research report

6.1.1 Read aloud grade-level-appropriate poems and literary and informational texts fluently and accurately and with appropriate timing, changes in voice, and expression.

6.2.7 Make reasonable statements and conclusions about a text, supporting them with evidence from the text.

6.4.3 Write informational pieces of several paragraphs


