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	Connection to the Book:
	Peg has always loved to write and loves animals. She grew up in a normal and happy childhood and eventually ended up adopting 2 children. In the book the family has 2 children and of course a pet!

	Other books by this author:
	Abduction, Spy Cat, Escaping the Giant Wave, Don’t tell Anyone


	Annotation:
	Title:  The Stranger Next Door

Author:  Peg Kehret and Pete the Cat
Annotation:  


Alex Kendrill knows a lot about being the new kid at school. His family just moved to Valley View Estates and he can honestly say his only friend is his cat, Pete. So imagine his excitement when his annoying 10 year old brother, Benji, told him about new neighbors moving in next door. He can only hope they have a boy his age he can play with.


Clifford Lexton (a.k.a. Rocky Morris) does not want to move! He knows he has to move to keep his family safe from the mob, but he does not have to like it. He decided he will not make friends and he might just become a juvenile delinquent. Since his move to Valley View Estates he has already been sent to the principal’s office and has to constantly avoid Alex Kendrill, who is trying his best to become his friend.


This book really starts to heat up when Pete the cat sees the Morris’s house on fire one night. He wakes up Alex and Alex saves the Morris’s, but who set these mysterious fires? Was it the mob or was it the school bullies? This book continues to be a page turner when more houses start catching fire and Alex is kidnapped. Who will save the day and will Rocky finally become friends with Alex?


The Stranger Next Door is an excellent read. It contains themes and issues every student has to struggle through, including bullying, friendship, and heroism. This book shows that friendship is not something always easily attained and how important friendship is once you have attained it. The consequences of bullying and vandalism are also shown in this award winning novel. You never realize who in your life could be a hero and in this book that could never be more true!



	Booktalk:
	“Alex didn’t want to think that. He liked the way Rocky had stood up to Duke; he wanted Rocky to be his friend. Yet he couldn’t deny the fact that Rocky Morris has lived next door for less than a week and in that time there were vandalized street signs and an arson fire.” This heroic tale of friendship and bullying is a quick and easy read making you want to turn the page to read about the next adventure. Will Alex make friends? Will they catch the vandals who are destroying the neighborhood and most importantly will the mob find Rocky’s family or won’t they?  This adventurous tale will keep you on your toes and keep you wondering. 
This book really starts to heat up when Pete the cat sees the Morris’s house on fire one night. He wakes up Alex and Alex saves the Morris’s, but who set these mysterious fires? Was it the mob or was it the school bullies? This book continues to be a page turner when more houses start catching fire and Alex is kidnapped. Who will save the day and will Rocky finally become friends with Alex?




	Characters:
	Name & Age:
	Relationship to other characters:
	Personality traits:

	
	Alex Kendrill-6th grade
	Main character, new kid in school, wants more than anything to make friends
	Friendly , outgoing, loves animals, patient with his little brother Benji

	
	Rocky Morris- 6th grade
	New neighbor, does not want to make friends, but ends up liking Alex and Pete
	Quiet, helpful, and at the beginning angry

	
	Pete the cat
	Alex’s cat, ends up saving the day by staying close to Alex, Alex’s best friend
	Thinks he is very intelligent, outspoken, spoiled, and fat


	Conflict:
	There are 2 conflicts in this story one being that Alex is the new kid in school who desperately wants to have friends, and the other is the mysterious crimes going on in Valley View Estates.


	Conflict Resolution:
	Alex makes friends with Rocky after Rocky saves the day by doing mouth to nose on Pete and by leading the firefighters to Alex. Alex ends up catching the vandals and turning them in after he is rescued. 


	Genre:
	Family Story, Friendship, Mystery and Detective


	You’ll love these:
	Same genre / interest level:
	Where the Red Fern Grows, another animal loving story about a boy and his dogs, Island by Gordon Korman, story of heroism

	
	By same author:
	Abduction, another story of heroism, Escaping the Giant Wave, suspense and action packed thriller


	Interest level / reading level:
	From www.perma-bound.com:
	Interest Level 7-12, Reading Level 4.7

	
	From Bound to Stay Bound Catalog:
	


	Read-aloud pages/passage:
	Chapter and page #:
	Description of action:

	
	Chapter 3 Page 39
	This passage is when Alex first finds out that there will be a new neighbor, and he thinks that he might be rich and is worried the bullies will really pick on him then. “They would never quit picking on him- or me, Alex thought. Life at school would be totally miserable.”

	
	Chapter 7 Page 77
	Alex is thinking about Rocky and torn about whether or not he is the vandal committing the crimes. “Alex didn’t want to think that. He liked the way Rocky had stood up to Duke; he wanted Rocky to be his friend. Yet he couldn’t deny the fact that Rocky Morris has lived next door for less than a week m and in that time there were vandalized street signs and an arson fire.”

	
	Chapter 14 Page 125
	This is the suspense building quote where you don’t know what is going to happen and you are scared at this point. “ Soon the man came out alone, without the rope. He got a gasoline can from his car. He ran inside the house, then returned and went to the rear of the building. Pete couldn’t see him then, but he knew what the gasoline was for.”


	Setting:
	The story takes place in Seattle, Washington, more specifically Valley View Estates which is a nice family neighborhood that is expanding and growing. The story happens towards the beginning of the school year when children are just getting accustomed to school again and new kids are still trying to fit in. 


	Summary:
	     Alex, a 6th grader whose family just moved into Valley View Estates owns Pete, the cat, who is in his own mind extremely intelligent. Alex also has an annoying little brother, Benjie, who makes up crazy stories. Benjie is very excited one day to learn about the new family moving in next door.
      Rocky’s family is in the witness protection program because his biological father is a wanted drug dealer and his mom has to testify against him. They are the family moving into Valley View Estates. 

    Meanwhile Alex is getting picked on at school by Duke and Henry because they lost their dirt bike trails when Valley View neighborhood went in. They have threatened Alex and Alex worried they will taunt he new boy as well because he lives there too.

    Once Rocky and his family move in Alex tries to befriend hinm but Rocky doesn’t want new friends. One night Alex opens hi window and Pete gets out, he sees some man setting fire to the Morris’s house and wakes up Alex who calls 911 and gets Rocky’s family out of the house. The Morris’s are scared it might be the mob, and Alex thinks it could be Duke and Henry. There also was the previous vandalism of street signs and stop signs being cut down. 

   The next night Pete is out again without his leash and sees a car like before and a man setting fire to a vacant house, he goes to get Alex, who is out searching for Pete, to show him. 

   Mr. Woolsey, the landlord of the vacant houses, ends up being the one who set fire to the houses trying to get money from his insurance company. Alex sees this and is shocked. Mr. Woolsey kidnaps Alex and starts driving, changes his mind and decided to tie Alex up, put him in the bathroom of a vacant house and set it on fire. Pete sees all of this and knows he has to do something. He goes to get Benji and him and Rocky end up following Pete to the back of the house where Alex is screaming for help. A piece of burning wood falls on Pete and Rocky has to perform CPR on the cat, he then hears Alex and sends the firefighters back to save him. Rocky ends up saving the day and him and Alex and Pete all become good friends. 


	Point of View:
	Third Person


	Theme:
	Friendship, Bullying, Heroism, and Witness Protection Program


	Across the Curriculum Connections:

	Subject:
	Suggested Activities:
	Resources:

	Science
	Discuss the dangers of fire, how it spreads, how is starts, and how it can be prevented
	Local Fire departments, firefighters, fire safety videos, safety chapter in science

	Language Arts
	Have Students write a dialogue between Alex and Pete if humans could really hear animals talking
	Language Arts book

	Art
	Have students draw or paint a picture of fire what they think it looks like
	Art supplies


	Activities:
	Group Size
	Description:

	Create a Bully Awareness Program for you school
	Groups of 2 or 3
	Using the websites provided research bullying and the prevention of bullying. Then you and your group create a plan to present to the school about bully awareness, the consequences of bullying, and how we as a school can prevent bullying. You will then present this to our class along with a brochure to hand out to families of our school.
Information and prevention- http://stopbulltyingnow.hrsa.gov/index.asp?area=main
Information- http://www.stopbullyingnow.com


	Write a paper on Heroes
	Work individually
	Decide on 2 heroes in your life, and then do a face to face (if possible) interview with these heroes. Make sure you prepare your questions in advance (you should have 8-10 questions). Then write a newspaper article featuring your heroes, include a picture and all of the answers to your questions. You will present these articles to the class and then send a copy of these articles to your hero.

	Friendship Projects- taken from a to z teacher website on friendship themes
	Work as a class
	Top of Form

Friendship 
Grade Level(s): K 
By: Amy, Kindergarten Teacher 
Bottom of Form

Uses Eric Carle's Do You Want to Be My Friend? to teach about friendship. 

Objectives:

To teach social skills and how to develop friendships. 

Materials:

· Book - Do You Want to Be My Friend? by Eric Carle.

· Large piece of butcher paper 

· paints 

Plan:

1. Discuss the meaning of being a friend and what good qualities are in a friend.

2. Read the story. 

3. Discuss the mouse's search for the perfect friend. 

4. What good qualities were in each friend he found?

5. Make a friendship rainbow to hang over the entrance way to your door.

6. Use the kids hand prints in each color. 

7. Talk about what friends the children have made since they have been in school. 

8. What is a good quality about that friend? Why do they like that friend and what activities do they do together?

9. After the rainbow dries hang it over your door with the saying - A Rainbow of Friendship Hand in Hand. 




	Discussion Questions:
	Question
	Type of Question

	Pre-Reading:
	What do you think this book is going to be about just from looking at the title?
How does it feel to be new to something? Explain


	Predicting
Recall

	Post-reading:
	How does this book show heroism?
What can you do if you are being bothered by a bully?

Discuss what friendship means to you and give examples from the book of how important friendship is.
	Understanding/comprehension
Cause/effect, analyzing

Extending the reading

	First 1/3 of book:
	Why does the author not tell you why the Morris’s are moving?
How does Pete react when he finds out about the vandalism, what does he say he is going to do about it?

	Predicting
Comprehension

	Second 1/3 of book:
	Describe Rocky’s feelings after the fire at his house, in a complete sentence using descriptive words.
How do the stop signs being cut down really play a role when the fires start?
	Analyzing
Understanding

	Last 1/3 of book:
	Why is Pete the cat so important to the story?
What is one question you would ask Rocky?

Explain the importance of Duke and Henry in this book?


	Cause and effect
Analyzing

Analyzing, understanding


	Language (spelling/vocabulary):
	Term
	Definition

	
	Arson
	: the act or crime of willfully, wrongfully, and unjustifiably setting property on fire often for the purpose of committing fraud

	
	Approximate
	Almost exact or correct:

	
	Honor
	 To hold in respect; esteem. 

 To show respect for.

	Indiana Standards met by novel content:
	

	English/Language Arts:
	4.1.1, 4.2.1, 4.2.2, 4.2.3, 4.2.6, 4.3.2, 4.3.3, 4.5.2, 4.7.1

	Math:
	4.7.1, 4.7.9

	Science:
	4.2.7

	Social Studies:
	4.1.11, 4.2.7, 4.5.1
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