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Interesting facts:

· a tomboy growing up, always looking for adventures
· born Feb. 6 in Chicago Illinois
· lives in California with husband and two sons

· decided to an author when she was an adult
· first wrote a screenplay
· used to drive a forklift and teach computer science
· feedback from readers is one of her “greatest rewards”
 Book Connection:


· teacher for 15 years who handled bullying in the class
· created this book for reluctant readers, especially boys
· wants readers to feel “individuality is a strength”
· enjoys writing adventure type books
Other Books:


Shredderman Series:  
· Secret Identity  Book #1
· Attack of the Tagger Book#2

· Meet the Gecko  Book#3

· Enemy Spy  Book#4

Sammy Keys Series: (Some titles include)
· Sammy Keys and the Psycho Kitty Queen
· Sammy Keys and the Runaway Elf

· Sammy Keys and the Hollywood Mummy

Non-series:

· Flipped

· How I Survived Being a Girl

Annotation:

Shredderman saves the day! Although Nolan Byrd is considered a nerd and almost invisible to his classmates, inside he feels like a superhero.  After saving his school from the bully Bubba Bixby, Nolan created a website all about his secret identity of Shredderman. With the help of his teacher sidekick Mr. Green, Nolan is now ready to take on a new mission of capturing the vandal who is creating graffiti all over town.  In this funny story, readers will cheer on Nolan, as he uses his best superpower abilities to solve this mystery. Author Wendelin Van Draanen has created a likeable character that readers can relate to, as well as promoting the impact of truth and justice. Readers will be left wanting to discover more of this enjoyable suspense series, as Nolan continues to demonstrate that heroes can come in all shapes and sizes.

Booktalk: 
Attack of the Tagger by Wendelin Van Draanen.
Nolan Byrd is known as the nerd of the school. He does not have a lot of friends and is overlooked most of the time. Nolan is not bothered by this at all, in fact he has a secret. A secret identity that is known as Shredderman.  No one knows Nolan’s secret except his sidekick teacher Mr. Green. Now Nolan has a new mission to solve the mystery of the graffiti vandal. He will use creative methods to catch the criminal.  Who is this vandal? Will anyone find out the identity of Shredderman? Can Nolan save the day? Read Attack of the Tagger by Wendelin Van Draanen to find out.
Characters:

Nolan Byrd
· main character in the story
· known as a nerd and unpopular at school
· creator of the website shredderman.com
· imagines himself as a superhero
· uses creative methods to capture the graffiti vandal
· feels like a true hero when the criminal is caught



Mr. Green
· Nolan’s teacher
· only one to know about Nolan being Shredderman
· his van gets graffiti sprayed on it
· assist Nolan in finding the vandal


Bubba Bixby
· bully who Nolan writes about on his website
· seems suspicious
· to find out who Shredderman’s identity
Ryan Voss

· son of the principal

· troublemaker who seems innocent

· is the graffiti vandal

Conflict: 
Internal
Nolan Byrd:  wants to be liked and share that he is Shredderman, but is afraid his parents and other kids will not believe that he is the hero.
Resolution

Nolan: gains self confidence from his popular website and keeps his identity safe from other kids.

Genre: Mystery Fiction
If you like Attack of the Tagger, you will love…
· A to Z Mysteries by Rob Roy 
· Boxcar Children series by Gertrude Chandler Warner
· Cam Jansen Series by David Adler
· Encyclopedia Brown Series by Donald Sobel

· Geronimo Stilton Series by Edizioni Piemme

· Nate the Great Series by Majorie Weinman Sharmat

Other books you would like by Wendelin Van Draanen
· Other titles from the Shredderman series
· Sammy Keys series
Interest Level: grades 3-5
Reading Level: 3.4
Read-aloud-passage:
· Chapter 6 Old Town
· pgs. 49-  52
This sets the stage for the story, as Nolan goes on an adventure to town to capture the graffiti vandal.  He is able to gather clues leading to the possible suspects. 
Setting: A town in suburb named Cedar Valley and Cedar Valley Elementary School
Summary:  
Nolan Byrd, a boy who is known as a nerd and not liked at school, has a website about his secret identity known as Shredderman.  When someone begins to put graffiti all over town, Nolan knows he is the person to save the day. Nolan uses creative methods to capture the 

vandal.

Point of View: Told in first person
Theme: Developing the courage and confidence to feel like a hero, as well understanding the importance of morals. The theme of the title is solving the mystery of the graffiti vandal.

Curriculum connections:
Art 

Students could create and draw what their idea of a hero means. The students could also draw a picture of how they would look as a superhero.

Language Art  
Students can discuss what they liked or dislike about the book and why. Students can also role play the characters of Nolan, Mr. Green, Bubba Bixby and Ryan Voss. Each student would also tell about the different personalities of the characters.

Social Studies
Students can read about the heroes throughout history and state why someone would be considered a hero.

Social Skills
Students can learn about discuss about the importance of morals, as well as the respect of other’s property. Students could be given scenarios on difference between right and wrong.

Resources:

     
Websites:
Website on cartooning used for Art:
http://www.cdli.ca/CITE/cartooning.htm
* Offers basic cartooning tips, on-line activities, and how to create a cartoon.

Webquest for history of heroes for Social Studies:
http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=262 
* A webquest that teaches students about people who became heroes in history. 

Lesson Plan on teaching morals for Social Skills:
http://www.educationworld.com/a_tsl/archives/03-  1/lesson016.shtml
* Uses Aesop’s fables to help understand the idea of morals. 

Activities for Attack of the Tagger for Language Arts:
http://www.randomhouse.com/kids/vandraanen/shredderman/clean/trail.html
* Activities such as a crossword puzzle and a quiz based on the book characters.

Nonfiction:
Cartooning For Kids 
by Mike Artell  Publisher: Sterling. 2002.
* Gives tips for doing your own creative artwork and cartooning.
What Do You Stand For? For Kids: A Guide to Building Character 
by Barbara A. Lewis, Publisher:  Free Spirit Publishing. 2005.
* Activities for kids like things on caring, respect and fairness.
The Classic Treasury of Aesop's Fables 
by Aesop. Publisher: Running Press Book Publishers. 1999.
* Variety of fables that focus on morals.
50 Heroes Every Kid Should Meet 
by Dennis Deneberg. Publisher: Millbrook Press. 2001.
* Short information biographies on various people in history and present.

Audio Cassette Book
Shredderman: Attack of the Tagger. 
Publisher: Live Oak Media. 2006.
Community

* Visit a police station or local detective
Activities: 

Journal: 
Have students write a journal entry about how it would feel to be one of the characters in the books. Students could write about how it feels to be each of these characters. For this activity the students would need journals to write in. Students could also    create their own mystery to solve. As a group, select an idea, suspects and the setting.  When finished each group could read their mystery and have the other students guess who was the suspect. 

Art: 
After creating a superhero, students could create a scene where their  superhero could do a good deed.  Students can also learn how to make a cartoon strip and put Shredderman into new adventures. 
Social Skills:  
Students read Aesop’s Fables and then create a fable on morals.  The students could read their fable to the class when finished. The students could also create a commercial  demonstrating situations that demonstrate positive morals.
Social Studies: 
Students could help design a bulletin board that lists historical heroes and what they are known for.

Puzzle: 
Created from http://www.puzzlemaker.com
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Discussion Questions:  
Chapters 1-5
1. How is Nolan treated at school?  Why do you think he is treated like he is?
2. What is special about Nolan’s website? Who likes to look on the website? Why?
3. Do you think Nolan can help Mr. Green? Why or why not? 
4. Who does Nolan think is the graffiti vandal? What other suspects could there be?
5. What plan does Nolan have to catch the criminal?

Chapters 6-11
1. Who did Nolan see in town? Could these people be suspects? Why or why not?
2. Is Nolan’s Shredderman website useful? Why or why not?
3. How is the vandal spraying graffiti without being seen? How is the vandal able to do this?
4. What is Nolan’s plan to make the tagger mad? Will the plan work? Why?
5. Do people believe Shredderman is the vandal? Who may find out the identity of Shredderman?

Chapters 12-17
1. What plan did Nolan have to catch the tagger?

2. Would you hide out in a trash bag? Why or why not? What are other places Nolan could have used?
3. Were you surprised who the vandal turned out to be? Who did you think the vandal was going to be?
4. How did Nolan make his parents believe he was not the tagger?

5. Why does Nolan feel like a superhero?

Language:  Source: American Heritage Student Dictionary

bully - a person who frightens or hurts smaller or weaker people.
graffiti - a drawing or inscription made on a wall, or other surface, usually to be seen by the public.
hero - a person noted for courageous acts.
justice - fair treatment with accordance with honor or the law.

vandal - a person who willfully defaces or destroys public or private property.
Indiana Standards by novel content:
Language Art:

4.2.3 Make and confirm predictions about the text by using prior knowledge and ideas presented in the text itself.
4.3.2 Identify the main events of the plot, including their causes and the effects of each event on future actions and the major theme from the story action.
5.2.3 Recognize main ideas presented in texts, identifying and assessing evidence that 
supports the idea.

5.3.2 Identify the main problem or conflict of the plot and explain how it is resolved.

6.3.2 Analyze the effect of the qualities of the character on the plot and the resolution of the  

conflict.
Visual Art:
4.7. 2  Create artwork that communicates personal ideas and experiences.

