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	Award-winning author Wendelin Van Draanen has had a life-long passion for books.  From childhood, listening to stories and reading with her parents and siblings, Van Draanen fostered a love of reading.  
As a child, Van Draanen calls herself a “tomboy” who loved mysteries.  “I loved the suspense and the adventure, and solving the puzzle. I also liked books that helped me understand something in a funny way. Humor's key!” (http://www.writerswrite.com/journal/dec01/vandraanen.htm). 

Not originally an author, Van Draanen has held many various jobs, from fork-lift driver to computer science teacher.  When she began to write, she authored screenplays and adult novels.  While both of these were rewarding, Van Draanen found true joy in writing children’s books.  From her first book Flipped to the Sammy Keyes series, Van Draanen has created characters that are realizing their strengths and uniqueness and embracing it.
After suffering a tragic fire and the loss of her father, Van Draanen had a mission to write books where good prevailed and the bad guys get caught.

Source: http://www.randomhouse.com/kids/vandraanen/


	Web Address:
	http://www.randomhouse.com/kids/vandraanen/


	E-Mail:

Mailing Address:
	http://www.randomhouse.com/kids/vandraanen/

	Connection to the Book:
	As a child, Van Draanen was a tomboy who loved mysteries.  After suffering a tragic fire and the loss of her father, Van Draanen had a mission to write books where good prevailed and the bad guys get caught. Nolan Bryd goes from “number one nerd” to a superhero who solves mysteries at Cedar Valley Elementary, and he always catches the bad guys.

	Other books by this author:
	Shredderman series: Secret Identity (1), Meet the Gecko (3), Enemy Spy (4)
Sammy Keyes series
Flipped

How I Survived Being a Girl

Swear to Howdy


	Annotation:
	The humorous tale of Shredderman: Attack of The Tagger, is Wendelin Van Draanen’s second installment of the saga of Nolan Byrd, school nerd and secret superhero.  In this story, Nolan must find out the true identity of the person who is vandalizing town structures with spray paint.  In order to do this, he must call on Shredderman (oh, and his sidekick, The Bouncer) and go undercover to uncover The Tagger.  

While outing The Tagger, Nolan outs himself when his parents realize he is Shredderman.  In his search for truth and justice, Nolan realizes he can accomplish just about anything. 
Relatable to any 11-year-old who is not-so-comfortable with who he is,  Nolan’s secret identity allows him to conquer the world and his insecurity.


	Booktalk:
	Nolan Byrd, aka Shredderman, is out to catch The Taggar, the person who is spray painting dumb baby faces all over town.  Just when Shredderman thinks he has found his man, the tables are turned, and he is accused of the crime!  Even his mother thinks he did it!  Now Shredderman must not only find the real culprit, but also clear his good name!




	Characters:
	Name & Age:
	Relationship to other characters:
	Personality traits:

	Nolan Byrd
	11 years old/5th grade
	Main character/Shredderman secret identity
	Intelligent, considerate, loyal, nerdy, conscientious

	Alvin “Bubba” Bixby
	11 years old/5th grade
	Antagonist: schoolyard bully
	Angry, aggressive, rude, ill-mannered with really bad breath

	Mr. Green
	30 something
	Teacher at Nolan’s school; Shredderman’s sidekick
	Likes music, free spirit, somewhat anti-authoritarian

	Eve and Steven Bryd
	30 something
	Nolan’s parent
	Eve is over-protective but loving; Steven is a reporter and proud of Nolan.  Neither one knows Nolan is Shredderman.


	Conflict:
	Someone (The “Tagger”) is spray-painting dumb baby faces all over town.  He even spray painted one on Mr. Green’s van, over the top of the dolphin mural.


	Conflict Resolution:
	Shredderman discovers that the Tagger is none other than the Principal’s son, Ryan Voss.  He reveals this through his website, with a movie clip of Ryan in the act.


	Genre:
	Contemporary Realistic Fiction


	You’ll love these:
	Same genre / interest level:
	Super Hero, ABC
The Hero Revealed

I am the Messenger

	
	By same author:
	Shredderman: Secret Identity
Shredderman: Meet The Gecko
Shredderman: Enemy Spy
Sammy Keyes series


	Interest level / reading level:
	From www.perma-bound.com:
	Interest level: 3-5
Reading level: 4.5

	
	From Bound to Stay Bound Catalog:
	BTSB No.: 902582


	Read-aloud pages/passage:
	Chapter 4, pp 26-27
	Nolan is questioning the faith that Mr. Green has in him to discover the vandal.  But he is determined to continue the search.

	
	Chapter 16, pp.153-154
	Eve and Steven accuse Nolan of being the Tagger, because he skipped school.  When Steven discovers Nolan’s website, he must finally admit that he is Shredderman, and tells the story of how he unraveled the mystery of the Tagger.


	Setting:
	Cedar Valley, present time


	Summary:
	11-year-old Nolan Byrd, aka Shredderman, must expose the culprit who is spray-painting graffiti all over Cedar Valley, while keeping his identity a secret.  Just when Nolan thinks he has his man, the tables are turned and Shredderman is accused of the crime!  With the help of his sidekick, The Bouncer, aka Mr. Green, fifth grade teacher, Shredderman exposes the vandal and once again saves Cedar Valley.


	Point of View:
	First Person


	Theme:
	Being happy with who we are
Standing up for ourselves

Doing the right thing


	Across the Curriculum Connections:

	Subject:
	Suggested Activities:
	Resources:

	Art
	Create “Graffiti” walls/murals –Art Crimes
Graffiti Wall
	http://www.graffiti.org/faq/lessonplan_1.html
http://www.haringkids.com/lessons/envs/live/htdocs/lesson97.htm

	Science
	Fingerprinting
	http://us.geocities.com/sseagraves/forensicscienceactivites.htm

	Social Studies
Computer Science
	Build your own webpage
	http://www.education-world.com/a_tsl/archives/00-1/lesson0049.shtml



	Activities:
	Group Size
	Description:

	Letter to the Editor
	Individual
	As residents of Cedar Valley, ask students to write a letter to the Editor of Steven Byrd’s newspaper, addressing their concerns/responses to the vandalism

	Crossword, quiz, word search
	Individual/small group
	These activities are found on the website, http://www.randomhouse.com/kids/vandraanen/shredderman/clean/trail.html


	Create a superhero, and present narrative to the class
	Partners or small group
	Ask students, “If you could be a superhero, what would be your special power?” Have them create a superhero with the following characteristics:
· Must have a special power

· Must have an “outfit” or “costume” to mask identity

· Must have a mission – Nolan’s was to search for truth and justice

· Give the Hero an alter ego – Nolan was a nerd in school

· Present your hero orally to the class, and use one visual aid

	
	
	


	Discussion Questions:
	Question
	Type of Question

	Pre-Reading:
	What would you do if you found out someone had sprayed graffiti all over your school?
	Prediction/Reflection

	Post-reading:
	Why do you think Nolan revealed his identity?
Do you think Nolan’s mom will allow him to be more independent now?
	Interpretation
Prediction

	First 1/3 of book:
	Who is Shredderman’s sidekick?
What is the first target of the Tagger?

Where was Nolan when he overheard Bubba and his friends talking about the vandal?

Why is Nolan going to do with his picture of the graffiti?
	Comprehension/recall
Comprehension/recall

Comprehension/recall

Prediction/Analyzing

	Second 1/3 of book:
	What does Nolan do when he returns from Old Town? Why?
Why does Nolan give Sarge the names of the kids he saw at Old Town?

After Nolan posts his e-mail on the website, how does the Tagger respond?
	Comprehension/Analyzing

Comprehension/Analyzing

Comprehension/Analyzing



	Last 1/3 of book:
	What does Nolan do to clear Shredderman’s name?
How does Nolan catch the Tagger?

Why do Nolan’s parents think he’s the Tagger?

How do Nolan’s parents react after he reveals his secret identity?
	Comprehension/Analyzing

Comprehension/Analyzing

Interpretation

Analyzing


	Language (spelling/vocabulary):
	Term
	Definition

	
	Graffiti
	A drawing or inscription made on a wall or other surface, usually so as to be seen by the public

	
	Identity
	The distinct personality of an individual regarded as a persisting entity; individuality.

	
	Justice
	The quality of being just; fairness.

	
	Truth
	A statement proven to be or accepted as true. Fidelity to an original or standard.

	
	Disguise
	To modify the manner or appearance of in order to prevent recognition.

	
	Suspicion
	A state of uncertainty; doubt.

	
	Underestimate
	To make too low a guess of the quantity, degree, or worth of.

	
	Anonymous
	Having an unknown or name:

	
	Tagger
	To mark or vandalize (a surface) with graffiti:

	
	Vandal
	One who willfully or maliciously defaces or destroys public or private property.


	Indiana Standards met by novel content:
	

	English/Language Arts:
	4.1.1, 4.2.3., 4.3.2, 4.3.3, 4.5.1, 4.5.2, 4.5.6, 4.6.2, 4.7.11
5.1.1, 5.2.4, 5.3.2, 5.5.1, 5.5.2, 5.7.9

6.1.1, 6.2.1, 6.3.3, 6.3.6, 6.5.1

	Math:
	4.6 – Data Analysis

4.7 – Problem Solving

5.6 – Data Analysis

5.7 – Problem Solving

6.7 – problem solving

	Science:
	4.1 – The Nature of Science and Technology

4.2 – Scientific Thinking

5.1 – The Nature Of  Science of Technology

6.1 -  The Nature Of Science and Technology

	Social Studies:
	4.5 - Individuals, Society and Culture 

5.5 – Individuals, Society and Culture

6.5 – Individuals, Society and Culture
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