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	Margaret Peterson Haddix grew up on a farm in Ohio.  Before becoming an award-winning author, Haddix was a schoolteacher in Danville, Illinois and a reporter for the Indianapolis News, which is where she got the idea for the book Running Out of Time(http://library.thinkquest.org/J0110073/AuthorQA.html). 
Her list of literary accomplishments is lengthy.  In addition to the 7 Shadow Children series books, Haddix has written books for children and teens and materials for teachers. Haddix currently lives in Columbus, Ohio with her husband and two children.  
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	Annotation:
	In Say What? Margaret Peterson Haddix creates a “war” of words between three children and their parents. Sukie, Brian and Reed are very confused when their parents respond to their misbehavior in strange ways, saying things like “Don’t pick your nose” when Sukie spills glitter.  Finally, the kids have had enough.  After Reed discovers his parents plan, which is to get the kids to WANT to behave, he tells the other kids, and the fun begins.  The kids decide to give the parents a taste of their own medicine; now everyone is speaking crazy!  This is a humorous story of parent-child relations teaches a lesson – to both parents and kids.


	Booktalk:
	Kids and parents go to war in this hilarious “war of the words.”  When Sukie and Brian’s parents begin responding to them in bizarre and nonsensical ways, the kids wonder what’s going on. 
They soon discover that in order to get their parents to stop saying things like “Waste not, want not” when they hit each other, they will have to play the same game.  


	Characters:
	Name & Age:
	Relationship to other characters:
	Personality traits:

	Sukie Rose Robinson
	6 years old
	Youngest sibling 
	Curious, caring, bright, and social

	Reed Spencer Robinson
	7 years old
	Middle child

	Self-absorbed, likes action figures, ignores his parents, smart

	Brian Robinson
	9 years old
	Oldest child
	Serious, in-charge, ‘the general”, irritated by his younger siblings

	Mom and Dad
	??
	Parents
	Fed up with kids that don’t listen, nurturing, loving


	Conflict:
	Sukie’s parents aren’t responding in the old way when she misbehaves.  They have dropped their “parent-speak” and are using irrelevant and confusing sentences.


	Conflict Resolution:
	The 3 kids do what the parents do, use irrelevant and confusing sentences, and everyone agrees that a “peace treaty” is a better option.


	Genre:
	Contemporary Realistic Fiction


	You’ll love these:
	Same genre / interest level:
	Gotcha!
Desmond and the Naughtybugs


	Interest level / reading level:
	From www.perma-bound.com:
	Interest level – 2-5
Reading level – 4.1

	
	From Bound to Stay Bound Catalog:
	BTSB No.: 409520


	Read-aloud pages/passage:
	Chapter and page #:
	Description of action:

	
	Chapter 1, p.5
	Sukie is running with glitter in the living room, even though she knows she’s not supposed to.  Her dad sees her, and says, “Stop picking your nose.”  This is the first instance of the parents responding in a peculiar way.

	
	Chapter 8, p.43-44
	Reed spies on Mom and Dad and discovers their plan to get the children in line.  He wakes up Sukie and Brian to tell them the news.

	
	Chapter 14, p.88-89
	Brian, Reed and Sukie draft a peace treaty for the family to adopt regarding appropriate responses.


	Setting:
	The Robinson house, present day.  The story spans a couple of days.


	Summary:
	Sukie Robinson is running through the house with glitter; something she is not supposed to do.  When her father sees her, she knows she is in trouble.  Yet Dad says, “Don’t pick your nose” and leaves.  Sukie is confused.  That night at dinner, nothing is said about the glitter.  In fact, when Sukie eats her peas with her fingers, another no-no, her Mother tells her, “You’ll put your eye out with that thing.”  And when Brian complains that Sukie is kicking him (To get his attention,) Mom replies, “Waste not, Want not.”

Sukie begs Brian to call a meeting, in which the 3 children decide to take note of all the crazy things their parents say.  Reed takes it upon himself to spy on Mom and Dad. He discovers the magazine that their parents read, laying out an experiment to make the children behave.  The children decide to try an experiment of their own – do the same thing back to the parents.  The kids compile a list of “parent-speak’ phrases to use against their parents.  That’s when the war starts.

The next family dinner is very interesting.  Everyone is saying crazy things, until Sukie reprimands Reed, who is leaning on the back legs of his chair, in a very parent-like manner.  The game is up.  The kids propose a peace treaty, to which the parents agree to, as long as they can say all the wrong things again.   


	Point of View:
	Third-person Omniscient


	Theme:
	Parent/Child relationship
Household rules/behavior
Parenting


	Across the Curriculum Connections:

	Subject:
	Suggested Activities:
	Resources:

	Science
	Build a robot parent
	http://school.discovery.com/lessonplans/programs/robbie/


	Social Studies 
	1. Explore cultural differences in parent/child relationships
	http://www.eduref.org/Virtual/Lessons/Health/Family_Life/FAL0004.html


	
	2. Research how government meetings are conducted
	http://www.lessonplanspage.com/SSGovtDecIndepenBillRights36.htm



	Activities:
	Group Size
	Description:

	Brainstorm a list of Teacher speak phrases
	4-5 students
	After using the pre-reading question, have students gather in a small group to compare notes.  Then ask them to create a list of “Teacher speak” from their own classroom.

	Conversation journal
	Partners
	Students write down 2-3 sentences about a time when they broke the rules and state the consequences of their actions. Then they trade papers with a partner, who writes a response or question regarding the incident.  They have a silent conversation through journaling.

	Autobiographical writing/peer edit
	Individual
	Have students expand on their journal entry, narrating a chronological description of an incident in which they got in trouble at home.  Ask them to select a partner for peer editing.


	Discussion Questions:
	Question
	Type of Question

	Pre-Reading:
	What kinds of things do your parents say when you do something you’re not supposed to?
Why do you think they say that?
	Interpretative

	Post-reading:
	Why do you think Mom and Dad went along with the treaty?
What might have been some other options for the family?
	Analyze
Prediction

	First 1/3 of book:
	Why is Sukie surprised at her Dad’ response to her breaking the rules?
Why does Sukie go to Brian with her concerns?
	Analyze
Comprehension/Analyzing

	Second 1/3 of book:
	What does Reed discover when he sneaks into his parents room?
What do the children decide to do?
	Comprehension/recall
Comprehension/recall

	Last 1/3 of book:
	How do the children wage “war” with their parents?
What do both the parents and kids discover at the end?
	Comprehension/recall
Analyzing/synthesizing


	Language (spelling/vocabulary):
	Term
	Definition

	
	Lecture p. 12


	An exposition of a given subject delivered before an audience or a class, as for the purpose of instruction.

	
	Retreating p. 14
	The process of going backward

	
	Reluctantly p.22
	Unwilling or opposing

	
	Haughty p. 26
	Scornfully and condescendingly proud.

	
	Evidence p.31
	A thing or things helpful in forming a conclusion or judgment.

	
	Crisis p.40
	An unstable condition involving an impending abrupt or decisive change.

	
	Rendezvous p.41
	A meeting at a prearranged time and place.

	
	Hooligans p.43
	A tough and aggressive or violent youth.

	
	Transformed p.58
	To change markedly the appearance or form of.

	
	Miniature p.73
	Something small of its class. 




	Indiana Standards met by novel content:
	

	English/Language Arts:
	4.1.1, 4.2.3., 4.3.2, 4.3.3, 4.4.1, 4.4.2, 4.4.6, 4.6.2
5.1.1, 5.2.4, 5.3.2, 5.4.1, 5.4.2
6.1.1, 6.2.1, 6.3.3, 6.3.6, 6.5.1

	Math:
	4.6 – Data Analysis

4.7 – Problem Solving

5.6 – Data Analysis

5.7 – Problem Solving

6.7 – problem solving

	Science:
	4.2 – Scientific Thinking

5.2 – Scientific Thinking

6.2 – Scientific Thinking 

	Social Studies:
	4.5 - Individuals, Society and Culture 

5.5 – Individuals, Society and Culture

6.5 – Individuals, Society and Culture
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